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Idr. David J. Bardin
Arent fox Kintner plotkin & Kahn lH Resp 0liSE REFER
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW 10 F01A-92-A-6
Washington, DC 20036-5339 (f01A-92-199)

Dear fir. Bardin:

I am responding to your letter dated June 5,1992, in which you appealed
Mr. Donnie Grimsley's response dated May 19, 1992. Mr. Grimsley's response
denied the records, identified on the enclosed appendix, subject to your
freedom of Information Act (f01 A) request for a copy of the Special Review *

Group report and related documents regarding allegations at flortheast
Utilities.

Acting on your appeal, I have carefully reviewed the records in this case and
have determined that the previously withheld infornation will contir.ue to be
withheld f rom public disclosure pursuant to Eyemption 7(A) of the
fol A (5 U.S.C. 552(b)(7)(A)) and 10 CFR 9.17(a)(7)(i) of the Conmission's
regulations. Your appeal is, therefore, denied.

The subject records, which are now under review by the llRC Office of
Investigatiors, were compiled for law enforcement purposes, the release of
which could reasonably be expected to interfere with an ongoing enforcement
action. Release of this information could allow those being investigated to
learn the scope, direction, and focus of investigatory efforts, and thus could
possibly allow them to take action to shield potential wrongdoing or a
violation of hRC requirements from investigators.

This is a final agency action. As set forth in the F0IA (5 U.S.C
552(a)(4)(B)), judicial review of this decision is available in a district
court of the United States in the district in which you reside or have your
principal place of business or in the District of Columbia.

Sincerely,

L-

'Hg L. Thompson Jr.
Deputy Executive Dire # or for

Nuclear Materials .afety, Safcguards
and Operations Support

! Enclosure:
| Appendix
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Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin &Kahn
'
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David J. Ihrdin
'" # April 17, lW2

EREEDOM 0F INFORMATION
ACT REQUEST

Don Grimsley gp <fg,-/ 9 f
<Director

Pnedom of Information Act and @ ,e h '[- 2 d ' 7 2-
Publication Senices

Nuc! car Regulatory Commission
Waddngton, D.C.10555

Re: ElmkUL0llDRMIINIIODACLIE01A)_Rmtam

Dear hfr. Grimsley:

Pursuant to the Freedom ofInformation Act (FOIA),5 U.S.C. 6 552,and the ,

irnplementing regulations of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC),10 C.F.R.
9 9.11 er uq., we request that the following documents be produced and made
available for inspection and copying:

hicD1iDrMis By ktier dated April 6.1W2. James hi. Taylor. NRC Execu.
tive Director for Operations. transmitted to William B. Ellis. Chairman President.
and Chief Executive Officer, an Executive Summary of a report issued hlarch 31.
lW2. by a Special Review Group (SRG) appiinted by hir. Taylor under the
leadership of James hiilhoan. Deputy Regional Administrator, Region 11. A copy
of that Ittter is attached for your convenience.

~

t e.o co-n na 4.,nw. w

s .,hyon. pe ;mwsu9 1. P1 me oduce ad mA available a copy of the table of contents of the
complete SRG rep >rt issued Starch 31.1992.

Telephanc 202M?M00

[' [,Uh,; 2 Please produce and make available a copy of the entire text of the
,

complete SRG rep 3rt issued h! arch 31.1992.rrt uo r6
i.n.na, m asuac

3. Please produce and make available a copy of each appendix, attachment
or supplement to, or other document incorpirated in. the complete SRG repirt
issued h1 arch 31,1992,

s000 n.,n cm,,a pns,

vie m, wgo. utn atu ( Please produce and make available a copy of each supplement to the SRG
rep rt added since hiarch 31,1992.

m n u nA...
Be diew!.. Eqtarmi 208143413 Please notify the undersigned not later than ten days following receipt.o; this

. letter when and where the requested documents can be inspected and copieu, We
y n,a,,,,, %

agree to pay all reasonable costs incurred in connection with the processing of thisN,. u N,. w 10:11

Artne IFei tun.pe ,

B'"Ial" H"'va0 } h

:9 --r- y
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Don Grimsley
April 17. lW2
page 2

request as provided by the Freedom of Information Act. (Please contact the
undersigned pursuant to 10 C.F.R. I 9.40 if the cost is expected to exceed $100.)

If review of the above. requested documentation leads you to determine that
certain docurnents or portions of documents are conddered exempt from disclosure
under the Freedorn of Information Act or for any other acason, and such documents
c! portions of documents are, in fact, withheld frorn production pursuant to this
acquest, the undersigned additionally requests that the NRC provide access to any
segregable, non exempt portions of any such withheld documents along with a brief
description of the withheld portions of such documents and a statement of the
grounds upon which each such portion is withheld. This request is without prejudice
to the right to appeal any NRC decision to withhold documents or delete Informa.
tion.

Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. If you have any
questions or if I can tw of any assistance in aiding in the prompt reply to this request,
please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 85M089.

Faithfully,

fU *|

Dasid J. Ibrdi

Attachment

ec; George E. lxary

. _ , --
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Mr. William B. [ Ills
Chairsan, President, and Chief
[recutive Officer

Northeast Utilities
P. 0. Ikor 270 *

Hartford, Connecticut Of,141

Dear Mr. [111s
.

In response to allegations of harassment and intimidation at Northeast
Utilities, and associated NRC staff ins >ection and investigation efforts,'

I established a special Review Group ($(G) to rey!ew pertinent written '

documentation in the possession of the HRC subsequent to August 1,1985. The
purpose of that review was to determine whether an atmosphere existed such
that employees were encouraged to raise safety concerns, or instead had a
" chilling effect" on their wl)11ngness to come forward. Enclosed for yourIinforratlon, is the [xecutive Sumary of the special Review Group s re> ort,
issued on Harch 30, 1992, as well as its charter and two attachments tv.t'

outline the attributes used by the SRG in evaluating'he $RG did not undertakethe significance of the
documents reviewed in the context of its charter.
any independent inspections or investigations.

Consistent with the charter of the $RG, its report contains recoenendations
for the staff to consider. The report is being carefully reviewed by the
staff to determine what NRC action is warranted. The resulting NRC actions
may differ from the SRG recospendations. You w111 be informed of what actions
Northeast Utilities will need to take.
Further, although not part of the SRG charter, the report covers broader
Northeast Utilities management issues which emerged during the review, such
as s ee specific weaknesses in management. These issues may be the subject of
further actions by the NRC, independent of the $RG recom4endations.

Sincerely.

Origir.al Signed Bn

James M. isslof

James H. Taylor
Executive Director
for Operations

Enclosures: D1str(bution:
1. trecutive Sumary JMieylor JL iebe rnia n
2. SRG Charter JH$nierek BHay e s'

i- 3. Attachment I to the Plan of HLThompson [D0 rf
Review, did 12/24/91 J81aha PDR

'

4. Attachment 2 to the Plan of
Review, did 12/24/91 HHurley(RI)1Hartin

b-} y -

>
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