BosvTan Epison Company
GenenaL Drrices 800 BopvesTown BTREeT
BORTON, MABRACHUBETTS D299

A V. MODRIBI
MANAGER
MUCLEAR DPERATIONS SUPPORYT DEPARTMENT

May 8, 1981
BECo. Ltr. #81-92

Mr. Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

License No. DPR-35
Docket No., 50-293

Response to NUREG-0737 Items II.K,3.16 and I11.K.3.18

Reference A: BWR Owners Group (D. B. Waters) to
NRC (D. G. Eisenhut), "BWR Owners'
Group Evaluations of NUREG-0737 Re-
quirements I1.K.3,16 and 11.K.3.18",
dated March 31, 1981

Dear Sir:

Reference A, submitted by the BWR Owners' Group, contained feasibility studies on
Items [1.K.3.16 "Reduction of Challenges and Failures of Relief Valves" and I1.K.3.18
"Modification of Automatic Depressurization System Logic". Attached please find
Boston Edison Company's position relative to these studies,

Should you desire additional information or clarification on this subject, please
feel free to contact us.

Very truly yours,

CUurmwars
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The Reference A feasibility study on possible modifications to the autematic
depressurization system logic fdentifiec three ontiuns, including retaining

the current cesign, as viebie aporoaches in praviding assuranca that adequats
sore cooling {8 raintzined during events which do not produge 2 afsh drywe’’
pPressere Signal and ard decraces by & loss of all nign cressurs coaling susiens.

Boston Ecison Conpbany belisves that the current Pilgrim Station ADE lonie desien
coupled with inciementation pf the sympion=oriented Emeraency Proced.: s Guirelines
wi11 satisfy the UREG 0737 requirenents of assurina adequate core cuoling suring
the events in question. This pousition is formulated on the fact tni: events of
this type ave slow, uncomplicated and familiar transients for which the operator
is sxtensivel) trained and for which he is faniliar with beth the equinrent
respense anc the overal) system response and behavior. Because of this Faniliariyy
the reliabiiily of Lhe operator to perforu the required actions 15 afen, o the
point of being reflexive. Sufficient time is available (30 to 49 minutes) to
assess the overall plant situation and initiate blowdown if reouired., The curren*
design als0 allcus the operator the flexibility to control the systers as reauirs.
oy the plant conditiors and symptoms and in addition, the Emercency “rocedure
Guidelines, wnen implemented. will provida further specific guidance an when to
initiate A0S,
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The Reerence A study identifies the retusticn of Stuck Oyan Relief Yalve (SOURV)
events as the intent of the HUREG 1tem and presents various methods of reducing
the Mkelthood of such events, 1.e. reducing challendes to $/RVs, redusing causes
of sourious biowdcuns and reducing the probability of S/RVs %o sticy opsn when
cialtenged,  Sased on shis {nfarcation, «: bellave that a subssantiel veiustion

by an order of sacattude) in Loe incldesce of SORVs s rossibie 5t 2ilerly Statisn
3 the follovwing methods:

i. ) Change top works of the three stagse Tarces Rock valves %0 o
stage.

Conment = This change has already been made at
Pilgrim,

2.} Low-Low set relief or equivalent manual zctions

Comment - Current Station operating procedures call for
manual opening of a relief valve under congi-
tions which are 1ik2ly to cause auto actuation
and the BWR Emergency Procedure Guidelines,
when implemented, will provide further ass.r-
ance of reducing the total nunber of S/RY
challanges by 1imiting the second and 2ub-
secuant opening of the S/Us to  uweet the
intent of the Low Low set vilve.




