THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 3, 1981

TO: NXCIEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO OOFY

mm-:r INCOMING ¢
pask) Q11498
MEDIA: LZTTER, [ATED MARCH 4, 19€1
O PRESTIENT REAGAN

FROM: THE HXCRAZLE JAMES R. MILLS
STATE SENATOR
QALIFCRNIA STATE SERTE
815 THIRD AVENUE
SUTTE 201
GALA VISTA Q. 92011

SUBCECT: URGES THE PRESITENT TO [EAL PRUDENTLY WITH
ISSUES REGARDIING THE FUTURE OF NUCIZAR POWER
N Qi CONCERNED ABQUT THE SAFETY OF THE
CIABLO QANYON AND SAN ONOFRE NUCIEAR
FACILITIES AWAITING FONAL REVIEWN SEFCORE THE
NRC

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL — IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT ZEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS COF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEFANE THE
RIDERSIAED AT 456~7610.

RETURN EASIC CORRESPONDENCE, CONTROL SEEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROCM 94, THE WEITE HOUSE

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESTDENT:
CIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISCN
PRESIDENTTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

8105110298
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March 4, 1981

011488

The EHcncrable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White Hcouse

WAs“Lﬁg*cn D. €. 20500

Dear Presicent Reagan:

L . . .
We urge vou to deal prudent-y with issues you face recgarding
the future of nuclear power in Califernia.

1

As vou know, there are twe
ané San Oncfre =-- awaiting
Regulatory Commission.

> &

clear facilities -~ Diablo Canyon
inal review befcre the Nuclear

tn i)

We believe that safety ccnsideraticns should .¢ the cri
factor in deciding whether or not to operate the facili
As the Ca.if: nia Public Utilities Commission stated recentl)
(in a decision denying a recpening cf Diable "a:V-“ economic
issues):

"Wwe dc not believe that tlhe ecc

under cur purview should super
£ »
- -
s -

ic cocnsiderations
sece the sa‘ Ly
he plants ;:ese“-
h and safety, they

issues, To the contrary,
sericus risk to public hea
sheuld net de cpe:a:ed.

The safety issues at Dﬁab-- Canyen and San Cncofre have not
been resclved. We believe that any tampe—x g with trhe ncrmal
regulatcry process in these cases would be an abdicaticn of
governmental respcnszb;..ty to insure public health and safety.

\+ Diablo Canyon the NRC is still reviewing seismic salfety and
evacuaticn planning. With the United States Geclogical Survey
stating that a magnitude 7.5 earthquake i1s possible in b
vicinity of the plant, local governments and lecal citizans
are .nde*s*anda-ly concerned.

- - Y . v," - . : - : .. 9
The cisty ccuncils in San Luis Cbispo, Pismo Beach anc MoIro Zay
. . e 1 - -~ 1 1 s+ V12 =

have all urged the NRC to lock mere carelfully at tle satevy



Heneorable Ronald Reagan -2= March 4, 1981

considerations anéd not license Diable Canyon until the safety
guestions are resclved. Eighty physicians in San Luils Ckispe
County have stated a similar position

There is much concern in California anéd elsewhere abcut reducing
foreign oil imports. We heartily agree that this is a eritical
goal. Ye:t in California, eonly £ifveen percent of the oil con~
sumed is used to produce electricity. Since much of this oil

is residual product that cannot be used elsewhere, the impact
on cil imperts of bringing the nuclear facilitles on line is
much less than it may seenm,

3y compariscn, the transportation sector uses 62 percent of the
petroleum in the state. Over the last two years modest conser-
vaticn effcrts in the transportation sector have resulted in
savings eguivalent to more energy than wculd be procduced by
Diaklo Canyon. Much greater savings are possible and we are

actively pursuing these areas.

the best estimates are clear
for new nuclear plants at this
ia is remaining nearly constant.

As to the need for the facilities
that there is not a critical need
time. Electricity use in Califor

There is a serious and legitimate concern about nuclear power in
California. In order to mee:t the needs of our citizens, we

strongly urge you to deal with the issue carefully and cauticusly.
As an important first step, we urge you tc appoint a chairman to
the NRC who will carefully consider all the issues surroundin
nuclear facility siting in the decision-making process.

Thank yeou indeed for ycur consideration.
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