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ONSTFR CTEFK NUCTFAR GENFRATING STATION
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Licerwwr Bvent
Reportable Occurrence No. 50-219/81-018/01P

Report Date
MApril 20, 1981

Ocourrencoe Date

April 17, 1981
Identification of Occurrenoe

Reactor bullding to muppreassion chasber vaciam breoker valves V-26-1% and V-26-17
were founxd to be prevented from fully opendng in violation of Technical
Bpecifications paragraph 3.5.A.4.a.

This event is congidered reportable (n accordmnce with Technical Specification
6.9.2.a(86).

Conditions Prior to Occurrence

e e

T™he plant was operating at steady state power. Major plant parswters at the time
of coourrence wors:

Power 1 ore 1420 Mt
Electrical 395 Mee

Flow: Recirculation 12,2 x lg‘ e
Fewxhen ter 5.0 x 10° ihhr

On Priday, April 17, 1981, at about 1340 honge an equi pent oparator was die-
patchad to open the reactor building to suppression chamber vacuam broniler
valves {n order to purge the torus of nitrogen in preparation for plant
shutdown. The operator discovered that valve V-26-17 was campletely pre-
vented from opening and that valve V-26-1% was prevented from opening more than
75% Aue to the irwtal lation of scaffolding.

The operator secured the valves aa far open as possible to facilitate purging.
Plant shutdown was oommenced at 2309 howrs and the reactnr was (n the cold
shutdown andition at 132% hours on Saturday, April 18.

It was doterminnd during the (nvestigation of the event that the scaffolding
had been in place since the afternon of Thursday, April 16,
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Apparent Cause of Oocwrrence

The cause of the occurrence is attributad to personnel error. Oontractor
persormel placed acaffolding in a position to block the valves fram opening.

Analysis of Oocurrence

The vacuum relief aystem from the reactor baullding to the pressure muppression
chanber consiste of two 100% vacuum rel lef breaker subeystenn (2 parallel sets
of 2 valves in series). The purpose of tiw vacum relief valves is to equalize

20 that containment esctornal demign preesure limits are not exoeeded.
Oparation of either subsystem will maintain the muppreasion chamber extermal
pressure leas than its design preasure of 1 psi.

Corrective Action

The scaffolding blocking the valve operators was reeovex] by about 1100 hours
on Moy, Ngwil 20,

Fallure Data

Not appl icable
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