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February 26, 1981

Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Kammerer:

205585

Enclosed is a letter from Mrs. Patricia Smith together
with her comments on a letter to the New York Times
regarding certain NRC policies.

fo =
'\7 Ay
".

I would appreciate your response to the Johnsrud letter.

With kind regards,

LW:jg

Enclosure (2)

810505 /y/

Sincerely,

Mhcss

United States S nat r
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1980

Letters

An N.R.C. Plan to Allow Just a Little More Cancer

To the Editor:
ln recent weeks, the Nuclear Regu-

fare, proposed certain changes in its
regulation of low-level radicactive
waste disposal that may sei & preces
deat for future distribution of large
quamsities of contaminated materials
without licensing, tonitoring or any
follow-ap - studies of poesible conse-
quences for public bealth. To our
owiedge, the press bhas not been

elected cficials. /
The Oct. 8 Federal Register (45 FR
certain

- At present use rites, some 200,000
400.000 galions of contaminsted tma-
terial are involved, 43 percent of the
wolume of low-level radicactive wastes
tram medical and research sources. In
sddidon, animal carcasses containing

smali quantities of tritium and carboo-
14 could be discarded in commuity
landfills. -
These two changes would reduce the
costs of radicactive disposal by an
estimated $16 million per year for the

licensees.
A second Federal Register notice,
on Oct. 27 (45 FR 70874), clarifies be-
any doubt the intent of the N.R.C.
to “solve’”” the troublesame low-level
radioactive waste problem by deregu-
|ation, dispersion, dilution and diffu-

ston.

in it the commission proposes to
allow the recycling of metals cantami-
pated with techmetium.89 (half-life,
210,000 years) and low-enriched ura-
givm from the Department of Ener.
gy's gaseous ciffusion plants. Coo-
taminated scrap copper, irom and
mickel would be permitted tn be
smelted and mixed with uncontamii-
- pated materials from other sources for
" subssauent use in all mammer of con-

_ N.R.C. as possible consumer items
that would be permitted to comtain
. jow-level radicactive contamipation.
_ The commission expresses some Cof-
- cern about “*health effects” an foundry
- workers but concludes that the darm-
- age to the public would be “‘de mini-

mus,” whica is an N.R.C. term mean-

ing *very small if no one bothers to
look for any damage."’

A Draft Environmental Statement
by :he N.R.C. (NUREG-0518) stresses
the financial savings that would result
from this perveried form of conserva-
tion of scarce resources. Public com-
ments oo the draft will be recetved
until Dec. 2.

Once established, such a policy of
“dispersion and dilution” for solid
low-ievel radicactive wastes would be
yeadily extended to other contami-
nated materials from the puciear
power industry, not just medical, re
sear~h-and weanons-related radioac-
tive wastes. [t would pave the way for
classitying other “low-level’" but none.
theless radicactive materi-
als as “safe enough for the landfill" or
as “revyclable scarce resourtes.”’

There would then never be & com-

assessment of the impact

. prehensive A
upen people and their enviromment,

bezause no one 'would be able to trace

these contaminants. Just a little more

cascer. A few more defective children,

This is grossly improper regulation,

which wholly viclates both the man-

dateof the Atomic Energy Act to pro-

tect ihe public henith and safety and

the requirements of the National Eavi-
roamental Policy Act.

Juorra H. JORNSRUD

Co-Director, Eavironmental

- Coalition on Nuclear Power

State Coilege, Pa., Dec. 9, 1980




