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,

Mr. Carlton C. Kammerer
Director ;

~

Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717.H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20555

4

Dear Mr. Kammerer: 4

t.

Enclosed is a letter from Mrs. patricia Smith together
with her comments on a letter to the New York Times

-

regarding certain NRC policies.

I would appreciate your response to the Johnsrud letter.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,

1 i

United States S nat r
''
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1980
. . ., .

" '

Letters i
.

l

An N.R.C. Plan to Allow ;ust a Little More Cancer |
Tothe Editor: smali quantities of tritium and carbon. ing %q small if no one bothers to ;

l

In recent weeks, the Nuclear Regu. 14 could be discarded in community lookforanyriamage."
A Draft Environmental Statement

latory t'ammienion has, without fan. landfR!s. .

fare, proposed certain changes in its Thesetwochangeswouldreduce the by me N.R.C. (NUREG-OSl3) stresses

. regulation of low. level radioactive costs of radioactive disposal by an the financial savings that would result j~

waste disposal that'may set a prece. estimatad $16 million per year for the from this perverted form of conserva. ,.

'

tion of scarce resources. Public com.- dent for future distribution of large Ucensees.
quan:ities of cratammated materials A second Federal Register notice, meets on the draft will be received<

without IIconsing, snonitoring or any 'on Oct. 27 (45 FK 70874), clarifies be. tati!Dec.22.
Once estabushed, such a poucy of

follow-ap.stuches of.possible conse. yend any doubt the intent of the N.R.C.
quences for public health. To our to " solve" the trnnht am. Iow4evel . Aspersion and dilution" for solid"

knowledge, the prees has not been radioactive waste problem by deregu. Iow4evel radioac'tve wastes would be j.

made aware of the implications of -lation, (J.ym A,i, dilution and diffu. psadily extended to other contami.
nated materials trocs the nuclear |these proposed changes, and we be- . sfon.

lleve that your readers may wish to in it the commission proposes to power todustry, not just medical, re. J

sub:r.tt comments to the N.R.C. and to , allow the recycling of metals etustami.
sear:h end weapons.related radioac.

elsetsd efficials. . ..
nated with technetium.89 (half ufe, ttve wastes.It would pave the way for

The Oct. 8 Federal Register (45 FR 210,000 years) and low. enriched ura. classifying other " low 4evel" but none.

67018) proposes to deregulate cartain nium from the Department of Ener. thaleas dangerous radioactive materi.-

medical and research wastes and per. *gy's gaseous diffusion pinnts. Con. als as " safe enough for the landa.II" or ,

. mit their dispceal bs sewage systems t=minated scrap copper, iron and _ as" recyclable scarce resources." !

and sanitary landfins. Liquid scintina. - niche!'would be permitted to 'be "There would then never be a com.
tion media containing tritium (with a 9 smelted and mixed with unecritami. ! yhis =*** ment of the impact
knif.ufeof about12 years)andcarboo. || nated materials from othersources tor . upon people and their environment,
14 (with a half. life in excess of 3,000 * subsequent use in au marmer of con. because no one'would be able to trace

, these ear"daants. Just a little more
years) in an organic solvent (toluene, *1sutnerarticles. . . . cancer. A few more defectfye children,
which is highty toxic) would be dereg. ' , Appliances, toys, ,' furniture, cs.rs,
ulated, w .bg some400,000 <ubic . coins, cooking *=n*H machineryand * This is grecaly improper regulation,

feet of licensed low 4evel waste dis. ,,sonstructionmaterialsarecitedbythe which whoUy violates bo2 the man.

;posal . space' for other radioactive .J N.R.C. as possible ennenner item.e
datacf the Atomic Energy Act to pro.

that would be permitted.to contain tact the pubuc benith and safety and ;

wastes. ..

.+ low 4evel radioactive contamination. the requirements of the National Envi.
'

Atpresent use rates, some 200,000 to
400.000 gallons of enr**=**=d ma. mThe rammigefon expresse6 some con. roamentalPolicyAct.

terial are involved, 43 percent of the . cem about"bealth effects"on foundry Jt: DRIB H.Jom(SRt|D 1

volume of low-level radioactive wastes r workers but concludes that the dam.
Co. Director, Environmental I

! . . -CoalftfononNuclearPower |

. from medical and research sources. In . age to the pubuc would be**de mini.
. addtdca, ammm1 carcasses containing * mus," which is an N.R.C. term mean.

State College, Pa., Dec. F,1900 |
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