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PRELIMI.*lARY NOTIFICATION - NOT FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE [M If 9

No: PN-NRC : I- 38-

'

Date: 3/28/79 ;

t

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE
!

-

This oreliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice or events of
POSSIBLE sa fety or oublic interest sicdiffTca nce. The infornation

~

oresentec Ts as initially receivec without verification or evaiuation
,

'

ano Is basically all tha t is known at the time of this notification.
'

W 5EREULD BE $PECIFICALLY NOTED THAT THIS NOTIFICATION MAY CONTAIN
TSCRhATICN THAT"LGER MAY BE !ETERP!NED IC BE INACCUPATE OR
TV2NSISTENT .
wese +-

facility: Three Mile Island Unit 2 -

Middletown, Pennsylvania
(Docket No. 50-320)

Subject: Ni: CLEAR INCIDENT AT THREE MILE ISLAND - UNIT 2
,

The licensee notified Region I at approximately 7:45 AM of an incicent at
TMI-2 which occurred at approximiely 4:00 AM at 9% power when the secondary ,

feed pumps tripped due to a feec, vater polishing system problem. This resulted :in a turbine trip and subsequent reactor trip on Figh I'eactor Cooler.t Pres- !

sure. A cc:nbination of Fced Pump Operation and Pressurizer Relief - Steam
Generator relief volve operation caused an RCS cooldown. At 1600 psig, '

Energency Safeguards Ac tua tion occurred. All ECCS components star *.eci and
operated properly. Water level increased in the Pressurizer and Safety
Injection was secured nanually approximately 5 minutes after actuation. It
as subsequently resumed. The Peactor Coolant Pumps were secured v. hen low
net positive suction head limits v.ers approached.

,

About 7:00 A:4, high activity was noted in the RCS Coolant hmple ines >

(cpproximately 600 :nr/br contact readings). A Site Emergency was then declared.
At .approxir.ately 7:30 AM, a General re,ergency was declared based on High '

Radiation levels in the Reactor Building. At 8:30 AM site boundary radiation
levels were reported to not be significant ''ess than 1 mr/hr). The scurce e

of activity was stated to be failed fuel as a result of the transient, end
due to a known previous primary to secondary leak in Steam Generator S.

,

Contact: D. A verkonp R. koinio E J. Brunner 5240 ,

Preparec by Ext. Sectico Chief Ext. Branch Chief E '. t . ;

,D1 s tri buti on:1
Dudley Thompson, Executive Officer for Operations Support. hQ |
N. C. P,oseley, Director, Division of Reactor Operations Inspectien, 90 -

G. Klingler, PN Coordinator >

,

b.
Transmitted to HQ ~// (L,m 7#//T

(TIME) .

Transmitted to Other Regions
[i1ME) :

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION - NOT FOR PUELIC DISCLOSURE i

i
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The Region RI Incident Response Centar was activated at 8:10 AM and
,

direct cor:munications with the 1.censee and IE: Headquarters was estab-
lished. The Response Team was dispatched at 8:45 AM and arrived at. the .

site at 10:05 AM. a

,

At 10:d5 AM the Reactor Coolant System Pressure was being held 6t 1950
Ipsig with tercerature at 2500F in the cold leg, By 10:45 AM, Iodine-131 :

levels as high as 1.25 E-8 uc/ml and radiation levels of 3 mr/hr had been ;

detected offs ite. '
P

Ther'. is significant r.edia interest at the present time because of
fconcern about potentia l offsi te radia tion / contamination. The ConTionwealth !of Pannsylvania and EPA have been informed. Press contacts are beingmade by the licensee and NRC.
!
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