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Docket No. 030-00753 License No. 20-00297-53

MEMORANDUM FOR: Alan Shropshire
Office Allegation Coordinator

.

THRU: Thomas T. Martin, Of rector#
Oivision of Engineering and Technical Programs

ames H. Joyner, Chief, Nuclear Materials and Safeguards
ranch

FROM: John D. Kinneman, Chief
Nuclear Materials Section A

SUBJECT: ' ALLEGATION RI-84-A-0173 '
HARVARD UNIVERSITY: ALLEGED IMPROPER DISPOSAL
OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

On October 20, 1984, a former employee of Harvard University contacted Region I
by telephone and reported that in 1979 he had been directed to dump 100-150
gallons of liquid waste containing phosphorus-32 into the. sanitary sewer system
through a closet drain in Building 16 on Divinity Avenue in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. He stated that he did not know the activity of the liquid and
did not know if the concentration or activity of the release exceeded regul-
atory limits.

On November 16, 1984, the individual was contacted by telephone by F. Costello
of my staff. The individual repeated the statements previously provided and
added that he believed that the phosphorus-32 had decayed for about five half-
lives at the time of the disposal. His concern was that the disposal had been
made on a Saturday, apparently in anticipation of an inspection by the fire;

marshal. The individual stated that he realized that it was unlikely that
there was significant quantity of phosphorus-32 in the waste, but that he was,

concerned by the apparently hasty method of disposal. Mr. Costello informed,

', the individual that it appeared that no violation of NRC or other radiation
safety requirements had occurred, but that the radioactive waste disposal,,

program would be reviewed during the next routine inspection of this license., ,

The individual seemed to be satisfied. Therefore, this matter is considered
. closed.
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