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i"'he Honorable Joseph Scndrie j\fChairman, Nuclear Reg alatory Cc=a.issicn.

Washingten, D. C. 20555 j''
.

,

Deer Mr. Chairman: .

This is to request testimony by the Commission or a designated
represantative on october 9, 1979 regarding t.he accide.nt. at

uranium mill tailings di.sposal site *at Church Enck, Newa f ailurc of Unitec Nuclear Corporation's tailingsMexico. The
holding pond c.nd dam ceructures in July raises questions
rege.rding pos sible besl th impacts and implica tions for
urenium mirling regulationc.

The Subec. :mi::ve and the cengress in passing the. Uranium-

tiill Tailings Control Act of 1978 anticipated a s trengthening
of regulatory practices in Agree.me.nt S tancs assisted end
ensured by ter,hnicci help and regulatory oversight by the
Comis sion , We are aware tact the United Nuclesr/ Church
Rock site was licensed prior to adopti.on of tha Mill Tailings

ri s pons e to this a c c i d e r.t by t.h eAct. But we feel the m

State and theiCommission may s po tli ght any p.-cblens in
i=plementa tion e'o f the Act , or gaps in the l a t.t . 'A sre slso

interested in the implications of the failuro cf this dam
structure for future tailings disposal regule tion. #

;

I would appreciate your including in your testimeny the :
,

followi.ng information:

1. An assessment by NRC of the esuses
of the accident and their re 1 tionshi te

_n e+t tailings disposal rec.:Inta cns and e. t e n d a r ds |
'

now oeang pro =ulgated by NRC for applicar. ion
.

to sites licensed by NRC and by Agrcement S ta tes . j

.

i

>.

9

Y <
.

.

End.1 -

. . .g.104 2 30 'MOr. . . . _;
.



- . _

,j -
-- - - :w.~,

.

-
. g.

2. ,.. w.. . p_ ::. .- .

. . . . . . . . ._m --
. .. .

-. :.;t .w . .. .. . . ; .m.<m. . .~
--e, . . .c...

~ "
, ... .s .s .y..,:. . s . r . m . . -:

,

2 ~ % i .' . '.Q.i :.|.7, !
*

. . ..

,:: . -..

.
' ' .The Honorable Joseph Hendric September 19, 197.9 ;*. .-

i

. s . t
~'

2. A description of any monitoring'
or s.urve m anac ac 2v:.t.tes beine een'ue--ad
by am. or.tne water, air or food chain N j

anc any other technical assignce |tiie u e.a
bei.as pavvtccc t.o une s tate or New .%xico.

; 3. An explanation of the relationship
between Nm stancaras :or any nasa cous i

s u.c s canc e s inv iu - -- 7 - =1= malic h eslth ;

or environmental __ ir.eacts of the accddant. -

a 4. An over view of the regulatory*

relationships between NRC, the State of !
'New Mexico e.nd the Environmente.1 Protection

Agency with respect to the Church Rock taili=gs j

' disposal site, and a summary of . Ehe extent '|
of cooperatien a.mong these groups, or any
regulatory gsps which might exist. ;

, e
'

5. A description of activities planned i
A or under way by the Co:. mission to assess

other tailings containment structures licensed ,

or un. der construction for possidle similar j
problems. r

~

,

|-

The hearing will take place nt 9 : 4 5 a.m. in Ttoc= 1324 !
Longworth Duilding. I wouJ d appreciate receiving at Room
1327 Longworth Building by October 5 a minim.m of 5 advance
copies of your p'repared testi.meny. Pisaso previde for the ;

subcommittee 50 copice of you.r testi.=eny on the merr_ing i
of the he= ring. !

!
.

Thank you for your assistance. j

Sincerely,
- i

j
!
;

!

!

MORRIS X. UDALL |
Chair:na.n )
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman Hendrie
Cocnissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner Kennedy
Commissioner Bradford
Corrnissioner * . n

5

FROM: Carlton ammerer,'D . ctor -

Office f Cor; shna Affairs

SUBJECT: UDALL COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON CHURC'i ROCK
~

We have been informed by the staff of the Subcorm:ittee on Energy and the
Environment of the Subcommittee's intention to hoTd hearings on the
July 16 tailings impoundment failure at United Nuclear's Church Rock,
New Mexico, facility. NRC representatives have been invited to testify
at the hearing which will begin at 9:45 A.M. October 9, in room 1324
Longworth House Office Building. .

The Subcommittee staff has requested that the NRC prepare short, written
*testimony which includes the followingr

_.N (1) A description of the accident-

' (2) The NRC's response to the incident, including a description
on technical support provided to New Mexico

(3) The NRC's radiological asses , ment of the release
(4) A description of any NRC standards, licensing criteria, or

inspection procedures which would have prevented or mitigated
the consequence of the accident.

The EDO will coordinate the testimony, submitting a first draft for Cormiission
review by COB Secter.ber 28. The EDO will also select someone to give testimony '

in the event the Corm 1issioners cannot appear.

Representatives of the EPA, State of New Mexico, United Nuc. lear, and the
Navajo Tribe have also been invited to testify.

cc: OGC
~
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Secy
ACRS (Dave Johnson)
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