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Nuclear Regulatory Commissien

!
washingsen, D. €. 20555 —7,
Dear Mr, Chai-man: e
"his is to reguest testimony Dy the Commiscion oxr 2 designatnd
represantative on Octode: 9, 157 cegaxding the acciden*t at
a vrapium mill tailings disposal site"at Church Rock, New
Mexico. The failure of United Nuciear Corporation's talilings
molding ponéd and dam gtructures £n July raises guestions
regarding possible lhealth impacts and implications for
wranium millirg regulations.
The Subcemmictee and the CCOgIUSS {n passing the CTranium
1411 Tailings Centrcl Act of 1878 anticipated a strengthening
0f regulatory practices in agreem s+ Statas ussisted and
ensured by technical help anc requlatory cversight by the
Commiasion., We ave aware thet the United Nuclezxr/Chureh
Rock site was licenscéd prier T adaption ©f the Mill Tailings
Act. But we feel the response to this accidert By the
sate and ther Commission may spotlight any preblenms i:
i:;leme:ta:ion'of the Act, or gazs in the law. We arxe also
interested in the implications of =he %a2ilurc of this dam
etructure for futurce tailings disposal regulation,
I would agpreciate your including in your testimeny the
following infeormation:
1. An assessment by NRC of the caluses

cf the accident and tholl rplationghics &

new tailings dis ecalaticen ng s=anda=ag

now De.ns p NRC fOr 2pplicatioc

to siies liccnsed by MRC and by Agrcenment Statas.,

Encl. |
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2. A description eof any monitorin

oz survel T E3Vitics i aacsed
b C water, a.x An A3
e ne any other technical assistance
bel Vet ew _M..X1COo.

3. An explanatics of the relationship
between NRCU STtANCazcas 0 &Ny DocXr=oos
BL sTan : y - l::
cr envirconmental imoacts of uhg ALCiCesat.

4., An overview of the regulatory
relaticnships between NRC, the State cof
New Mexice and the Envireonmental Protectien
Agency with respect t¢ the Chursh Rock tallizgs
disposal site, and a summery of the extent
of cocoperaticn among these groups, or any
regulatory gaps which might exist.
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S. A description of activities planned
or under way by the Commission tO assess
cther tailings containment structures licenscs
or under conctruction for possi¥le similar

Problens.

The hearing will take place ot 9:45 a.m, in Room 1324

Longworth Dulilding. T weuld appreciate rTecciving 2t Roonm
1327 Longworth Building by October 5 & minimum of § advance

copies ©f your preparec testimeny. Plees¢ provide for the
Subcomuittee 50 copice ©f your testimony ©n the mesalin
of the hearing.

Thank yeu for yocur assistance.

Sincerely.,

MORRIS X, UDELL
Chaizman



ot UNITED STATES
NUCLEAPR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20888

Septemder 17, 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman Hendrie
cormissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner Kennedy
Commissioner Bradford
Commissioner

FROM: Carlton Karmerer, O

SUBJECT: UDALL COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON CHURCH ROCK

We have been informed by the staff of the Subcommittee on Energy and the
Environment of the Subcommittee's intention to hold hearings on the

July 16 tailings impoundment failure 2t United Nuclear's Church Rock,

New Mexico, facility. NRC representztives have been invited to testify

at the hearing which will begin at 9:45 A.M. October 9, in room 1324
Longworth House Office Building. .

The Subcommittee staff has requested that the NRC prepare short, written
testimony which includes the following:

1) A description of the accident

2) The NRC's response to the incident, including a2 description
on technical support provided to New Mexico

3) The NRC's radiologica) assessment of the release

4) A description of any NRC standards, licensing criteria, or
inspection procedures which would have prevented or mitigated
the consequence of the accident.
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The EDO will coordinate the testimony, submitting a first draft for Commission
review by COB September 28. The EDO will 21so select someone to give testimony

in the event the Commissioners cannot appear.

Representatives of the EPA, State of New Mexico, United Nuclear, and the
Navajo Tribe have 21so been invited to testify.
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