FEp 16 W7

J SR Ref: SA/ER

FEMORAKDUM FOR: Dudley Thompson, Acting Director
Division of Fleld Operations, IE

Lee Rouse, Chief : .
Fuel Procassing and Fabricating Brench, ONMSS L gl

FROM: €. ¥ayme Kerr, Assistant Director
for State Agreements Program ; g,
Office of State Programs ' PR T

SUBJECT: ORDER 1SSUED BY NEW MEXICO TO THE UNITED RUCLEAR-
HOMESTAKE PARTNERS CORPORATION, N°~! WEXICO
LICENSE WD. SUA-708

Attached for information 1s & copy of the subject Order fssued on
February 11, 1977 ind a copy of a map showing the flow path of the
released materfals. Although the company's fence around the projerty

is not shown, 371 released material 1s wiinin the company's fenced ’
property :d U nearest approach of the materfal to ac o”fsits ares

1s about 1/8 mile.

We understand that the State will fssue a followup Order requiring
cessation of operations 1f the [icensee fails to meet his commitments
and the conditions of the Order. A State inspector remains onsite to
monitor the 1icenseeds daily progress.

Original Signed by ;

G. Wayne Kerr i

L 6. Wayne Kerr, Assistant Director
6o e A ST for State Agreements Progras by
4 Office of State Programs X L

810423073%
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PEONE: (505) 827-5271, EBExt. 201

Pursuant to the Bew Mexico En tal Improvenent
Board's Regulations for Goverming the ith and Envirun~-
mectad Aspects of Radiation, Boa. 3-400(3), the following
additional requirements and conditions are hereby incorporsted
in the license for uwrarium mill operat.’ons cocaducted mnder
fermer U.S. Atcmic Energy Cammissiocn Scurcy Material Licanse
BO. STA-708, under admirdstrative control of this agency
gince May 1, 1974. - , '

1. The comperny shall cease discharce of siurry fotc
the east portion of tailicgs pile umtil further approval by
. this agency. : P

2. Intentional drainage of radicactive liquids froo
- the erovded dike area sball be into the west pond, as soco
as possible, or somy other confiped arca. i

' 3. The company shall submit to the agency by
Fehruary 22, 1977 an cotline of its plans and tinme scales

for early recovery of thoe liquid slimes and sands spilled.
This operation must be accomplished as soon as practicable.

4. The compauy sball submit to the agsacy by March 1,
1877 an outline of its plans and time scales for repair of
.. the tailipgs dam break. A stability analysis of the
structure when cuplered shall be submitted within 90 dsys.

5. The cumpany shall submit to the agency by :
April 10, 1977 & repcrt of the cleas-up operations conducted
by it, including & sampling prograz for surrounding wells
under the cospany's controi and plans for any additional
apprupriate clean~-up or monitoring. .

€. The company shall submit to the agency as part
ef its license renewal application emergency control
measures in case of a similar break an each side of the
tailirgs pile.
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. wwa 4348 - Radintion Protection Division

~===* Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 E i’ ST
CiTY l ’

$.0.NO. 3643 HEPDHT DF Rf\ LYS

'  DETERMINATION of GROSS ALPHA, 64~135
! reor anaLvsis BETA, RADIUM-226 & TOTAL CUSTOMER ORDER NUMBER sampLEs mectiven 01l=16-~706

URANIUM in WATER SAMPLES )
jo0 = 4y ," ;—“5
! 208 Ja?t PP
i Sample Sample Total pCi/liter 1gU/1
ildentificaticn _ Number . Volume (1)e. . . Alpha__ __ — _Beta, __ _ Fa-226 st s SOTAL M
UNHP IX 1 3.6 760 = 64 240 = 13 74.0 £ 0.4 ¢x 100 3.
UNHP IX v
Property Line 2 3.8 1110 = 70 393 £ 16 x82.2 £ 0.3 2 980 32
UNHP
Well D 3 3.8 535 ¢ 54 630 £ 21 o« 0.32 £ 0.03 &+ 5000 /7
UNHP ,
Tailings Decant 4 3.8 1370 = 90 1500 = 30 +<r14.7 ¢ 0.1 ta 8000 2. L
K. M. BiClz
Influent 5 3.5 1270 = 80 329 £ 19 o 63.4 £ 0.3 s 1850 [.:
K. M. BaClz
Effluent 6 3.6 1150 = 80 427 £ 17 o»5.66 £ 0,10 2~ 1800 (:
i .
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
RADIATION DIVISION
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February 8, 1977

wrta OF NOM-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGRYEMEXT STATE OR
- AGREEMENT MATERIALS~~77-02

nu SOTICE wutuu an sarly report of eventr occurring in an Agreement
T fitate gt posaible safety or public interest significance. The information

. presentsd 13 as jgxcuu; recaived wvithout verifiesation or evalustion and
48 besicall t 18 knews by State Agreements Frogras etaff as of
100 noen om ‘lt‘ of this fication, SNOULD BE SPECIFICALLY NOTED

m:n_t_nz Mud l\nhu-lomtm Paitaers Uranium Mill
SUBJRCY: ~ Brokan vrui_ mn Tailiuie Des = - oo

Pevsonsel of the State un-ul Mu, OSSP, were notified by NMSS on
Pebrwary 8, 1977 of & report of & break in a cranim will tailings dam in

Now Maxiso. State officiale confirmed the report. The break began on Saturday,
February 5, 1977 when the sailings slurry pipe from the plant to the tailings
pile broks snd the effluent bega. to erode the dem. Tha licensee notified the
Btate of the break oa February 5. Tha bresch expanded and eventually became 150
feat aeroes by 70’ deep. The emtire tailinge pond drained and spilled into wvacant
land eovering am estisated 235 wo 50 acres taveral inches deep. The opillage 1s
eotirely eonlisned to property cvatrelled »; the licensee. The Btate sent
investigators te the sits, As artisle appsared in the Albuquergue Journal om
February 8, 1971. The wmill &8 ewrrently slut down and the State is develc.ing
plavs for approving restovation of the dam, reclamation of tha spillage, and to
assese lemg-tearm impact of the spillage (wuch as to ground water), There wes no
threat to the public healts and safety as & direct result of the epillage.

Contact! 6. Wayne Farr, 492-7767; J. 0. Lubenau, 492-7767

Pistribut L

Chairmap Rowden L 'o Jo mlt; SECY

Cowninsioner Qilinaky : C. C. Rammarer, CA

Commisnionay Esunedy ;

L. V. Geasick, DO ~ B Yolgenau, IX J. A. Barris, PA
B. €. Rusehe, NRR E E. Boward, IE:IV E. R, Chapman, NSS

H. K. Bunar, D2



February 14, 1977

NOTICE OF NOM-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
ASREEMENT MATERIALS-77-02A .

This NOTICE constitutes an ear) rt of events occurring in an Agreement
¥tate of possible safety or puShC Enterest significance. The Information
esentad 15 a8 Inftfally received without verification or evaluation and
s basically all that 1s known by State Agreements Progran staff as of

:00 noon on date of this notification, IT SHOU

TRACCURAT K .
AGREEMENT STATE: Mew Mex'co
FACILITY: United Muclear-Homestake Partners Uranfus 1)

BIECT: " Broken Uraaius M{11 Taflings Oam ‘
This 1s an updlti of Notice of Non-Routine Ev;nt 77-02 dated February 8, 1977,

On February 11, 1977 the State of New Mexico 1ssued an order to the subject
1icensee prohibiting discharge of slurry to that portion of the tailings pond
whers the dam break occurred (East portion), requiring the Yicensee to submit
plans for recovery of s1imes and sludge, plans for repair of the tailings dam
break, emergency plans for coping with possible future breaks, submission of a
stabi1ity analysis of the tailings dam and submission of & report on clean up
activities. The closest approach of relessed material to an off-site ares was
about 1/8 wmile. *vy , v

The order allowed the Yicensee to resume activities on February 12, 1977, utiliz-
fng the West portion of the tailings pond with additfonal restrictions on the type
of couplings en the slurry line, installation of & pressure alarm in the slurry
1ine, fmproved 1ighting of the area, increased persomme) surveillance of the
taflings ares and a 1imit on the 11quid Tevel in the West tailings pond. The
West portion 1s physically separated from the East pond. : T e
The adequacy of the 1icensee's proposal for resuming operations was evaluated

by tachnical staff of the New Mexico Environzental Improvement Agency and the
State Engineers Office. A State socployee will be on the site each day to monitor
the progress of the 1icensee's actions,

The State has advised other wranium miii (icensees of this occurrence and requested
submission of SN e i ____ pew plans for coping with similar emergencies.
The staff has been in dally contact with State officials and has kept IE and MKSS
informed. Other Agreement States with active uranfum m{11s have been informed

of the occurrence,

Ne plan to meet with the State to review this event 1n mid March.
Contact: G. Wayne Kerv, 492-7767; E. P. Resner - 492-7767
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