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Ref: SA/JFK ,
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.

Distribution:
; MEMORANDUM FOR: Guy Cunningham-

n w/all enclosur
{ Gffice of Executive Legal Director t

k FROM: Joel 0. Lubenau R

Mexico File w/all ;Acting Assistant Director encjosures
'

for State Agreements Program ,

Office of State Programs,
'

! .

tI StBJECT: EVALUATION OF NEW MEXICO AGREEMENT AGAINST REVISED
.

| fRITERIA SECY-80-472 :

By letter dated July 25, 1980 we provided the State of New Mexico with an
evaluation of their Radiation Control Program as it relates to the minimum'

requirmnents'necessary to maintain their authority to license uranium mills,-

Enclosure 1. !

By letter dated September 8,1980, New Mexico has provided a written response
to the July 25, 1980 assessment Enclosure 2. Copies of the States latest
acts and regulations are attached as Enclosure 3.

'We request your assistance in evaluating their response and seek your counsel
in determining if the New Mexico Program is equivalent to the NRC Criteria.
Enclosure 4.

If deficiencies are noted or changes are required please identify.-

'

We plan to provide our final report to New Mexico by the end of the year and
would appreciate your comments by the end of November,1980.

' A copy of your first assessment dated June 12, 1980 is attached for your
convenience, Englosure 5. '

~

Even though the Commission has not yet approved the " Revised Criteria,i

: SECY-80-472" we are pr.o. ' ding you the material so that you will have as much -

lead time as possible to complete the evaluation. If the Comission makes'

changes to the Revised Criteria, you will be provided copies of these changes
,

so that you can adjust your evalu tion if necessary, la

"Joel 0. Lubenaui
' Acting Assistant Director

for State Agreements Programi

Office of State Programs

I

8104230 M
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15 AUG 1979
'

'

.

, , - :,

Jack Womach, Chi,ef# ,

-

Environmental Ucalth Dranch -
f. .

Indian. !!calth Service
!

111 be c h, AZ 86575 .
,

'

coar Mr. itemack i.

;

,This letter is in reference to a monitoring program to dctcet
thra effecte on drinking.uater of the recent United 1:ccicar

;

Corporation epill in Churchrech,.M1,g s wall as other dischcrgasa
,

-Q to the nio Puerco. ,*

6.s
'.u

h I e recommend that your offico select at least one sh:11cv v311
i

,

W
g) close to the river bed in the follouing locations: .. (

>

us
.C) Churchroch, NM, Manuelito, NH, Sanders', Ac !h Gallup, NM, Lupton, A2, '

Mentmore, KM, Houch, Az, ~i.. .

'

Thece ucils do not neccc:arily have to ba "public unter c:.pplics".
Sampling should be perfor=cd according to the scheduls attc.ched.

.

This office'will provide inboratory support cnd.any scmpling ~ ~ ~ .'

materinis you may need. Sheuld you have any cacetiens, please
contact Vera Morit: of my staff at (FTS) ,of 415/556-G047. t

Sincerely yours, *

,g, ,' *

\. 'i - g.,
,

..
.

*
. .

,
'

.

Terry L. Stumph .. '

i Chief, '

Water Branch+

| Surveillance t. Analysic Division
|

'

-
.

,. .
,

I
' Attachment.

..

f
'

cci Ed Jcffrey, I:PA Reg. VI l'

{John IIct:dcr:en, EPA Feo. VI
j Franci:co Garcia, N;l EID j
.

'

'

Robr.r t Kauf;annn , IPA-l !!SL
>

{
,

!!nrold 7:o,1:::PC (Maysje Tribc) '

; James Scanlon, A*: DO!!S .

,
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J u m uf c/c k d.

~ Drinking Water Monitoring-
/0//A/7 7

g

- Sampling prcgram. to monitor the offects of thc United: Mucicar
|' Spill on:,7/1G/1979 and other dischargcc to the Rio Puercc.

'

1. Indian pealth Service, Window Rock office will.

select 'at-least seven shallow velic within one .
mile of the Rio Puerco bcd in -the following . (locations: . Churchrcch, Callup, Mcntmore, -*

Henuolito, Lupton, Houch and Sanders.. k,

'
. .

2.- Sampling will be performad by' Indian Hocith. -
' ' '

Servico-personnel.
| . . .;~

, , .,
,

3. Sampic preservation: 1.5 ml conc. nitric acid / Tliter of sampia.
\.,

4. Samp15 volume: '4 liters." 1-* '

,

5. Snmple identification: EPA form 9; distribution:*

tan-IHS white, blue, grcon and pink - attach to-

-

sample bottic.- >

'

G. Frcquency: Sa= pics'from anch well shh11 ba collect-,

ed on the following~ dates:.

-

, 0/20, 0/27, 9/3,'9/10, 9/17, 10/15, 11/19, 12/17,
1/14,.2/18, 3/17, 6/16, 9/15, 12/17.

7 .- Duplicate'sampics for quality centrol:
-

One additional sampic (4 liters ench) will be eclicct-
ed from the follouing wells on the dates listed belev:

' 8/20 Churchrock 1/4
.

8/27 Callupx 2/18
9/3 Montmoro 4 3717..

9/17 Manuclito 6/1G'' -

10/15 Lupton 9/15, .

11/19 Houck 12/17
12/17 Sanders

hilsab.plesshouldbemailedtoUSEPARegionIX8.,

215 Frcmont Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94105,

attn. Vera Morit: (S-3-2).,
.
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Sampling program to monitor the effects of the United
Nuclear Spill on, July 16, 1979,.and other discharges-
to the Rio Puetco , -

|
y, .

,,

1. The Gallue office of the Indian Health Service is
collecting groundwater samples at 7 locations. The
P.lagstoff office of Arizona Department of Health Services
is collecting surface water and sediment samples at 4
locations. .

.

THS ADHS

1. Churchrec|: (Whitewell) 1. Holbrook
2. Churchreck (Windmill) i g~ 2. Petrified Forest-

,

3. Tsayatch 3. Chamber
4. Manuelito 4'. Lupton
5. Lupton -

6. Houck
7. Sanders

,

2. The IHS will sample weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly
for 6 months, and then quarterly for 3 quarters. The
ADHS will sample monthly for an indefinite period of time.

3. Duplicate samples for quality control:
One additional 4 liter samole will be collected- by the IHS
from the following wells on the dates listed below:

9/3 Churchreck (White well) 2/18 -

.9/10 Churchreck (Windmill) 3/17
9/17 Tsayatch

' * '
g. 6/16

20/15 Manuelito '

9/15-

11/19 Lupton 12/17.
,

12/17 Houck
1/4 Sanders

.

4. Radienuclide sampics will be collected in 4 liter
containers and preserved with 6 ml ccncontrated nitric

, acid per container.

5. Sample identification: EPA form 9; distribution: '

tan - IHS/ADHS: the remaining copies are to be attached
;

to the sample containers. '

6. IHS samples should be mailed to USEPA Region IX, 215
Fremont St., San Francisco, CA, 94105 attn: Vera Morit: |
(5-3-2)

i.

ADHS samples will be sent directly to LFE Environmental I

Analysis Laboratories, 2020 !!right Ave., Richmond, CA 94804
;

i

!. .
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7. Duplicata samples dalivered to LFE for quality control
will be cor.bined and filternd through 0.45 ja glas- fiber
filter. Four liters will be retained by LFE.fe, splete

';

analyses. Two liters will be delivered to Califu nia !
Department 'of Hea11:.Marvices,- Berkeley, California for *

. ,

inorganic and metal analyses, and pH. The remaining two ;
,

liters will. be fontarded to EPA Office of P.adiation
'

Programs, Las Vegas Field Facility, Las Vegas, Nevada
for Yadionuclide analyses.

.
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Ed Jeffery
11ater Suoaly Branch
EPA, Region VT

''
First International Building OCT 181979

.e- .

'1201 Elm street *

Dallas, Texas 75270

Dear Mr. Jeffasy |
1

Pursuant to our meeting in Las Vegas en Set, ember 14, 1979,
we have prepared the attached list of constitaents which ', !

"may" be present in the tailings spill frcm United Iuclear
Corporation. This list is based upon a ce=parisen of the -

:onitoring programs being conducted by the varicas agen.zies
identified on the attachment.
After reviewing these programs, we 'have decided to analvse' \|samples collected in Arizona and on the Navajo Reservation [
for all constiuents thought to be of pessible cencern. I
only the initial sample of each location will be analyzed
in this manner. . Subsequent sa.:eles will be analyzed for-

ehleride, sulfate, and eroes aleha which we censider to- i
be suscable "indacator" constutuents. Fartially analyzed
samples will be saved for fur.her, complete analysis if
the need arises.

In order to provide for consistency in our' monitoring
,

programs, you may want to follow similar procedures in
::ew Mexico.

'

*
; Sincerely yours, i

fcrisinsi sismed bT *

{meters c. nails i

$ Terry L. Stumph *
..

'

Chief Water Branch
surveillance and Analysis Section *

*. attachment , ,

,

t

*
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TO:
'

Michaci nurkhart, cirector
lfcalth services civivic,n

CW P.ichard H,ef fms ,.''
.

SUB.!ECT: ?csting of Livestock specimens from the church Rock area

.

All tusting of livestock' specimens for'radiatien 'o g osure'

as a result of the in:C t4 ilings pond dam broach is being done at the
Zhvionmental Protection Agency Laboratory in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Mr. Cick Couglas, (TTS $95-2969, ext 291) is supervising these tests.

Ensultsofthetestswillbe'repcrtadtg*Mr.ConPayneoftheIndian,

Health Service. -

Animals collected and slaughtered on the bacis.of their
possible exposure to the radiation tailings include the following:

2 cows
': 4 shocp

*

1 goat
In addition to these animals,1 cow and 1 sheep were sub:.itted for
testing as controls for comparison with the expesed animals. Muscle,
liver, kidney, and bc:.e tissuo specimens on all animals except for
1 exposed goat and 1 exposed sheep (no kidney tissue was submitted from
these animals) will be tested for the presence of radienuclides of
the following elements: thorium, ur.anium, radium, 1 cad, and polonium.

Specimens are tested in batches of 8: there are a total of

,45 specimens. Msults will be fertheeming intermittently over the
' ne r.t 2-3 months. It is expected that the first results will be known

in approximately 3 wocks, i.e. the firsg or second veck in Cetebor.
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