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Rivers, tha artua’ 3tos qarw probably much ra;te. and the deep-
gning of the canye -:robnclj took place during a fraction of the

total time available. This means that canyon cutting may have
ceasad in these areas. Howaver, tha conclusions reachad from
tnp Dolores and Colorado Rivers may not apply to the San Mfgue1
alchough that asanpt‘on is reasonable, If the San Miguel 1is
aracad £ the Dolores below the sit2 then the river prebably has
ge:sed rapid downcutting, Howaver if the nangitudinal profile
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Lowmatragn 18 convex or contains ")"l“"ﬂn that do not rapresent
resistant sutorops, the averagas of caﬁvon cu:::n; cannot be used

to astimate future incision a» the site., More convincing to me
would e the prasenca of some thickness of alluvium in the bed
of the river. This would indicate a river that is transporting
sediment rather than one that is incising.

In any case, it is the backwearing of the canyon walls that are
a notential hazard to the site and 2as Smith indicates on page 9
tna influgnca of the river on the canyon walls is minimal.
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9, las% paragraph - As the canyon walls are composed of
varying resiztance, 1t is unlikely that tha slopes
Rather the weaker units will erode more
graosion measured at on2 pTace nesed not
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#h Are ey siscebtible o paysical waathering processes,
if whls i3 trus oF e salt wash it may not be an appropriate
pileenpoiocting matardal.  The authers comment that the Salt
wasih AT Iita 1 g "mestly sound  despita 3700 wears of exposurs"
negds alaborgtinn. -Althsogh wvertical surfaces of rock can b
SCJnG, tugy are 1243 subjoct to wetling and Traszesthaw activity.
I7 salt wash rocks form a talus they probably are sufficiently
resisiant Lo be usad, but the degree and composition of the
garant should be sonsidared, and perhaps some standard tesis of
resistisce could Y& parformed.

FUOEs AT last paragrspa) and P19 - If the rocks are resistant
thaz 9ile shauld De staple for many thousands of years and the
evidence prasanted for rates of ¢11ff retreat also indicates

that the pile wil) not be affacted by this phenomanon for many
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\noSutiany, De. Sitn has demonstrated the Gsumorphic stability of

e ca. s estiostas OF 211F7 recession are reasgnab, s, and it 1s
SPLaETUl Shat thaung Ingizion, ¢1iFff retreat or'mass Tailurs of the
“AtiEy A ida @il eravte aenhTams 2t the efta. Tap guerttons fhat 1 havs

catsed do nog chailenge tnis conclusion.
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