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November 1, 1991

Mr. James Lieberman
Director
Office of Enforcement
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: In the Matter of Sequoyah Fuels Corporation
Docket No.: 40-8027
License No.: SUB-1010
EA-91-067

Dear Mr. Lieberman: .

I am the attorney representing Carolyn L. Couch in the
above-referenced matter. By your Order ' filed October 3, 1991, you
have alleged that Mrs. Couch " failed to provide complete and
accurate information to the NRC, willfully failed'to comply with
NRC regulations, and made false statements during NRC inspection
and investigation activities." (See page 7 of the Order Modifying
License). Indeed, later in the Order Modifying License there
appears to be a verbatim description of certain comments allegedly
attributed to Mrs. Couch, some of which apparently are embodied in
" sworn testimony" whereas others are not similarly described.

In order for me to adequately advise and represent my
client on the matters alleged in the~ Order Modifying License, it
is essential that -I be able to immediately obtain a copy of any and
all interview notes, testimony, or tape recordings t.f-my-client,
Carolyn L. Couch, obtained by or in the possession:of the NRC.
Only through review and analysis of this material will :it be
possible to acrequately advise and represent Mrs. Couch in this
matter.

l- I .am sure you - are aware that if formal discovery
processes are instituted in this-matter, such informatica.will be
routinely provided to the , person having previously made the-

-statements at issue. Rather than institute a formal . discovery
-process in this matter at this time, I would like to obtain the
material as soon as possible in order to expedite review of the
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material to assist me in advising Mrs. Couch- before even
determining whether formal discovery will be necessary.

I appreciate the NRC's recent extension of time provided
to Mrs. Couch in order to file an answer or request a hearing in
the above-referenced matter. Hopefully, if I am able to review-
the requested material expeditiously, it may not be necessary to
request any additional extensions of time. If you have any
questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact
me at your convenience. I.look forward to hearing from you.

S. c rely yours,

H.-LyonGeor e
For Snell-& Wilmer

GHL: tim

cc: Robert D. Martin
Regional Administrator, Region IV
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas'76011
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"EMORANDUM :0R: G. Michael Vesquez. Team Leader

.eROM: '.. J. Callen. Director
Division of Radiation iefety anc Safeguarcs ,

i'JBJECT: INSPECTION TEAM CuARTER

'

^.uring the 5Esk of CecemDer 2-6. . M1. Jou 3re 'O 'teo En ir.sfEction 'etn''t
. uels Ccrporation's 4 :111ty in Gore. Oklehome. The currose 9'he Seouo)?n r -

.ne 1espection is tc cetermine SFC's comolience witb the October i,1991;.
Order "odifying License (Ef f ective :mniecietely) ena Demand- For Informaten
'Orcer fnc tc evalvete 5FC's statt.s with regard :: restart :f t'1e fecucur,-
: c lit.. : this enc. the *.sem 5 !''-

2ssess "e scecue . tre ::rroMeness :t the n ith !re safety Anc: >

..

Jovir',nmental pr0 gram reviews *: cate. It45are: tnat ;*,e popul a t cr+ -

tr ce:ures 'Mrs c:C clens : meiew l: c;morenensin. 7etermine "
trevM s h ' cunt 1 # i 3c rect ict.r'i e6snesses 've teen ::rrectea.-

ose: m #" t:- '.cness ;r m er r,ir r- .r ew anc eciN ec.
i

:-Oce:ven ,
t

'eter ne - IFC~# r,e s : t r :e' erring c via "t- :ernin :rccecura
-

ter n . ' * . c es * * r- ; ..ns:1 ac with - e rten? - h e- cer.'

. . .

Jssess EFC' actions, ccic:etec anc ::annee. n response c ine
.

cana gemer.t ssues raisec -c :ne -;rcer, incit.cfrig- a.anagement af f ect"eneu
*ne'staf# reeciness-to resni ::te coerations.

.h rino oeriormer,ce o# the irs:ect :n irc craftine cf the insoection renort.
-

Se(m 5emcers are to recort c rec.. :: tne team escer. N teaia'; - c""m . :'

#nculd use the quicance ir, 'U :5;;. u eprecri u.t

The inspection report will be cesignated A0-8027/91-16. Oraft report inouts
' rom team members shall be mace to .cu no later-.then the close of1 business;tre
Secember 12,|1991. The report should be issued by Canuary 2,-1991..

A list of the correspondence ano cocuments related to'the.Crder is-attached.
ou are responsible for forwarding edditional documents to each team member asv

Each teem member should review these-documentt
~

they are generated or' received. .
a y cuestions should be directed to the

-

Orior-to conducting the inspection. n

steam leader. /.
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2-G. Michael Vasquc2 -

.You should prepare inspection tasks for each team member. These inspection
tasks should assure completion of the charter require ents.

,

/
/

W,

L J. Callan, irector
D' vision of Radiation Safety

enc Safeguarcs

Enclosure:
.- t t a c hme r. t - _ist of Cceresponcerce

CC!
R . D ''ar ti n
't. E. Cunningham. ',M55
.. .iecerr.an, 05'

C. -augnney, '.M55
.. ?. :aucon. OR55
. u..Cain, ',M:5

-orne. ':M5 5**
.

5. Chic:kel. CGC ,

i

'. :cebs. GP / -
~
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ATTACHPENT 1

LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE

1. October 3, 1991, letter from Thompson to Sheepard, Order >

,

2. October 7,'1991, letter from Sheppard to Martin, confirmation of action
regarding Ms.-Couch

,

3. October 7.1991, letter from Sheppard to Martin, License No. SUB-1010,-
Docket 40-8027, Sequoyah Fuels Corporation Planned Activities-

4 October 11. 1991, letter from' Callan to Sheppard, acknowl' edging receipti
of two October 7 letters, concurrence with scme of SFC's activities, ano;
not ccncurring with one activity

5. October II. 1991. 1etter from Sheppara to Martin, submitting names ana-

resumes of reviewers. (Morton anc Emith witt cthers attacced)
. - -

f. October 1E.1991, letter from Shectarc to Mert n. recues t ing ; aoditicr al:4

- time to resoonc to certain portions Of the Creer-

~~. {ctccer ':.1991, letter- frca Enecotra to vert'n. correctt:ns tc
actcoer li 1991. 'etter

'

,

. Jctocer .. 1991. letter erem * art r to 5ne::tre. eoiy c: ctooer ;~.-

1991 'etter I

:. Octater':5. 1991- :etter ' rem "ert - :: She::are. Orcer v eci#ying'.itense:
' Ef f ec:he breciately) anc Demanc or 'nf er sticn E:-M 0671 . reci sr:

o 5FC': . ctoter 15 letter. as cerra:teo Oct::er 22).

;0. Octoter Ji,1991, ietter -from Sheocarc .to Martin.f reelf to sctcoer T4
1991, let:er-{SFC no longer seeking sporovai #cr 3mith as a reviewer | -

- - - . . . . -

-.11. Novetter 1991. Ietter ' rom Cure?n 'NACE;-t: 'dartin. Isc0cyah Fuels. - t

Enforcement Action

II. GovemDta ~, 1991.. letter from ihe:carc to M!r;in, requestir.; soprevii 17
Culber.sen and tubmitting 'ists ef~?:0 nrocecures that'wouic re-reviewec.
prior to|and'after restart-z

13. November 3,1991, letter frcm Callan to Shec:ard, supplemental reply to.
;0ctober 17, 1991, letter (requesting a response to Ms. Curran's-letter))

x

14. : November-13,11991, letter from Sheppard to. Callan, supplemental reply tos
October 17, 1991, letter: (responding to Ms. -Curran's letter)

.

15. November 15, 1991, letter from Callan to Sheppard, reply to November 4
- 1991, letter (requiring further aaditional .information for~ reviewing the~

lists of procedures to be revieweo;

-
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Attachment- -2- I

I

16. November 15, 1991, letter from Callen to_Sheppard, reply to October 25, - |

1991, letter (acknowledging that SFC is_no longer' seeking approval of j
Mr. Smith)'

17. November 15, 1991, letter from Sheppard to Martin, announcing management _
orgenizational changes
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