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February 8, 1977

WOTICE OF NON-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
, AGREEMENT MATERIALS~—77-02

This NOTICE constitutse an early repc of events occurring in an Agreement

State ssible safety or pubiic interest significance, The information
L pEeeen . aitially recaived vithout verifisation or evaluatiom and
I ¥ ig sesisally all that is Ve te nts Progras staff as of
<" .. 12100 nown ow date of this mocification. IT EMOULD BE SPECLFICALLY NOTED
C . ZEAY TRIS WOTICE MAY CONTAIN INPORMATION THAT LATER MAY B FEMINED TO BE

. ., IRAGCURATE OR INCONSISTENT.
| AGEXDMGENT STATE: New Mexice

.- * b ’ A TR R Al =g 7
FACTLITY: United “aclear-Nowmestako Partners Uranium M4l
SUNECT: Brokan Ursuium Mill Tailings Dem e JUE

Paveonsal of the State Agreemsnts Program, 0SP, were notified by NMSS om
Pebruary 8, 1977 of n report of & bresk in & uranium mill tailings dam in
Nev Maxico. State officials confirmed the report. The break began or Saeturday,
Fabruwary 5, 1977 whes the tailings slurry pipe from the plant to the tailings
pile broke and the efflusut begsn te evode ths dem. The licensee notified the
State of the break om FYabruary 5. Tha brassch expanded and eventuslly became 150
fest nerves by 70’ desp. The emtire tailings pond drained and spilled into vecant
. land eovering am estimsted 23 to 50 scres several inches deesp. The spillsge is
entirely esounfised to pruperty econtyelled by the licenses. The State sent
ixvestigators te the sits, As article sppesrcd in the Albuquerque Journal om
February 8, 1971. The mill {5 cwrrectly sbut down and the State is developing
plane for approving restovation of the dam, reclsmation of the spillage, and to
assess lemg-tarm impect of the epillsge (rech ar to ground water). There was no
threat ©o the public health and safety as & direct result of the epillage.

Contact! @. Wayne Karr, 492-7767; J. 0. Lubanau, 492-7767
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