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A This EDffCE constitutes se early report of evente occurrina in an Aareement

k,dh i State of oossible safety or sublie interest einnifisenes.The information
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! Se se initially rossived without verifiestion er evaluation and
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I4 LTECT! . , Broken Urautum Mill Tallinc:.y ap. y ,, w . w .ge Das- - - ,.
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: . J 3 ,, Pesomenal of the State Agreemente Program, OSF, were notified by HMSS on
' ~

; Febenery 8,'1977 of a report of a break in a eranium mill taillage dam in
7" Ber Musieo. Stata offMais samfirmed the report. The break began on Saturday,'

b / ' Februaryj3/ 1977 when the'esillage elurry pipe from the plant to the tailings
h3 pile beeks and the effisent began te erede the das. .The licemeee notified the
b y'3 9 tate of the break en February 5. JThe breech expanded and eventually became 150

.

. . , j if,eet seroes byjo' deep.l The emetre emmngs pond drained and spilled into veeant. . ,

V | * g'estirely~esafined te property sostrelled by the licensee. lead eeraries'en estimated 25 to 30 eeree several inehas deep. The spillage is~

The stata sentv

- ' f.. isvestigatore to tha'sita. 'As artiale appeared in the Albuquerque Journal on
February 8,1971, The mill is serrantly shut down and the Stats is developing
piene for approving resteraties of the dem, reclamation of the spillage, and toi ,

aseees leag-ters tapeet of the spillage (rock as to ground water). There was noe

| threat to the public health ead safety se a direct result of the spillage.< -
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