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!

Mr. Ivan Selin
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

;Washington, D.C. 20555 j

1

Dear Mr. Selin: I
!

Enclosed please find communication I have recently i

received from one of my constituents for your consideration. I

I would greatly appreciate your complying with their request, I
if possible. |

I would appreciate your advising me of your action in
this matter and return the letters with your reply to my
Washington office.
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1 Plea to close
La. nuclear plant

' denied by agency
- U U

Sv PAUL AtCER nuclear plant in Taft, operated by
A p u w m , w m ,e Louisiana Power & Light Co.,

and the Grand Gulf 1 nuclear
WASHINGTON - Improp- plant in Port Gibson, Mis's., 0

which supgrfeans Public Sergce (
hes power to LP&Lerly tested fire insulation was '"d Newbuilt into 80 to 100 U.S. nuclear g'

power reactors, and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission declined NRC Chairman Ivan Selin or-
to act'on reports of problems dered an investigation to deter-
with the material, an NRC in, mine why problems with
spector general's report says. Thermo Lag were not detected

and corrected earlier. -

The report, released this week,
says NRC staff "did not conduct .NRC spokesman Joe ,Fouchdrd
an adequatd review" of testing of said the agency in June issued in-

Thermo. Lag 3301, a fire protec- structions to power companiwto
tion material. The federal agency determine wh,ere Thermo Log

**# Ef*"* i
***also did not promptly investigate

reports of problems with Thsr. The agency also suggested that ''

mo-Lag, the report said. power companies assign peopleto
conduct fire patrols around t'heDespite this, the NRC on atomic plants "as an added pre-

Wednesday denied a, petition caution because of the possible
.'

,

'

from the Nuclear intormation ineffectivenees of this materialfand Resource Service askmg that
the River Bend power plant in Such fin watches are oper.at-
Louisiana be shut down because ing at River Bend. Waterford 3

,

it used Thermo Lag. The NIRS and Grand Gulf, company ofL f.
is a watchdog environmental cials have said. d-

group. Thermo Lag was develop'e.d j,,

h' *, " t 'River Bend is operated Gulf '

plant
gg $ been used in the atoipic )States Utilities Inc.r an uses

Thermo Lag extensively in the power industry for more than 10 ?
plant to protect electncal systems . ~. e%that power the plant's controla. :2*'

Company officials have said it NRC regulations require that;
could cost as much as $5 million barriers protecting the electri
to remove or repair the material. systems be fire resistant for one

,

hour if then is a sprinkler sye-
Lt a letter danying the petition,

tem, or for three hours'wi*hp *f@NRC official Thomas E. Murley synnklers. 4%Qsai,d the agency "will take appro-
The NRC inspector general's'N"Npriate action, . . . within a rea. rt said the NRC approved'

sonable time. $rmo Lag f6r'tise"11 poterN
Thermo-Lag is used in nuclear plants even though tests' oat

~
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reactors to protact back up elec. material were not -

trical systems from fire. These the required

electrical systems an designed as ,,,SciengLag's panufacg
, a second of down an7''
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CONGRESSIONAL CORRISPONDENCE SYSTEX
DOCUMENT PREPARATION CHECKLIST

This checklist is be submitted with each document (or group of
Cs/As) sent for * 'ing into the CCS.

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTICM 0F DOCUWZXT(S) /). b.

2. TYPY' GP - Correspendtases teatingas (Qs/Aa).
s/

3. DOCUMENT CONTROL , Sensitive (WRC Only) Non-femmitive

4. CONGRESSIONAL CCXXITTEE and SUBCCXXITTZ28 (if applicable)

_ _ .

Congressional Committee

Subcommittse
t

5. SUBJECT CODES

(&) _

(b)

(c) _

6. s0URCE OF DOCUXENTS
m

(a) 5520 (document name .,
_

(b) scan . (c) Attachments

(d) Rakay (e) Other

7. SYSTZX LOG DATES

/ /4 3 Date oCA seat document to CCS(a)

(b) Data CCS. reesiveem doomssat

(c) Data returned to oC1 for additional information
- (d) Data resubmitted by-CCA to CCS

-

<

(e) Data entered into CC3 by

(f) Date OCR notified that document is in CCS
1300468. CCXMENTS
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