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December 23, 1980 p...

NN.Yh g g gg
--

''

4
Governor Richard Thornburgh oc[

*
- g

U.S. Senator John Heinz. 000KI NtNIIS PE-M, 32, 70,150
g 2 7 Wi > h 'U.S. Sinnator Arlen Specter F30?O3D RUls (45 FR 7CS74) $.4c% $.

,

U.S. Representative Allen Ertel g g.g d , y g,p ,

State Senator Ed Halfrick Cg,, ,.M g Ma y
state Representative Jchn Showers ? '

*
'

.

g a
Dsar sirs,

- cp

b

8 and 17, and in NUREG-0518) plans by the NRC to revise reguntions governing theWe are writing in regard to recently announced (in Federal Register notices on Octo er
.

" disposal"
feel

of certain radioactive materials. Altnough the period for comments has closed, we.and damaging effects
these proposed changes in NRC regalations could have such long-rangeThe proposed changes are crossly _ improper, and
that we are writing to protest them. blic health, and the
whe ny violate the mandate of the Atomic hergy Act,to protect the pu
requirements of the National Environmental h11cy Act.

' ii nd
Briefly, the proposed changes would permit liquids centaining radicaetive tr t um atriction

carbon-14, and liquid tuloiene. (itself highly toxic) , to be disposed cf without res200,000 to 400,000 gallons ;

The total amount would be some j

as to their radioactive centent. Also, mimal carcasses contamineted with
per year to be disposed of by shallcw burial. i l presumably in
the same radioactive elements would be allowed unrestricted d sposa ,Finany, the changed regulations would permit metals contan.inated with

'

ordinary landfills. l d" - that is, radicactive copper, iron,
. radioactive technicium-99 and uranium to be "recyc e in all

and nickel cocid be smelted and mixed with uscentaminated metals for sabsequent useThe NRC has the gan to express concern about fcundry workerswerd of cencern forsorts of consumer articles. i i
who might come into centact with such metals, witheat. ment on ng oneinto centact with radioactive
the consumers - including children - who will regularly comeff these policies are i=plemented. *
cara, ceins, toys, furaiture, coop ~g utensils, etc..gotten the problems encountered by residents of Grandin building materials and the proble=s

-

Apparently these hareaucrats have ;tive mill tailing.1
Junctien, Colorsdo, who used rri dal - but we're sure these people have g forgotten.
of the peepir. living near the , ta.on-wide?Are we new to spread the prob h .-

it as

Perhaps the NRC feels comfortable in " solving" a prcblem by merely redefiningAnd the proposed changes in regulations would "selve"
,

I

sily get rida d_iveersion and dilutien_preblem.scr.e of the prcblem for seme peo;1er that is the DCE would be ab3e to more eai i would have
of waste metals from its gaseous diffesion plants, and sesearch inst tut onsd burial trenches will
less of a problem disposing of radioactive liquieds and carcasses; an and both

fin up more slowly (thus giving the impression that the problem is in hand):But as usual, the oublic must bear the brunt of these relaxedin-

We are the ones who live next to the landfills where radioactive carcasses w
,

groups would save money.
i ill be

and who live near burial trenches where radioactive and toxic liqu ds wstandards. d who win he'
dumped (and who drink the water that may be contaminated as a result); an
be disposed:

i forms. Th's NRC (as
exposed to radioactive metals in an sorts of Cheretofore) ben gn ii to natural

claims that added exposures to the public win *be a " negligible add t cn?But how much additienal radiation must we accent from thes who arealways)
Each added amount of radiation, no matterbackground radiation.

suppcsedly looking after our health and safety? ke cannot centinue t:

how " negligible" in itself, increases what we already must live with. measure each bit of radiation as if it acted in a vacuum - it is the total exposure over

.
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time that causes problems, and the NRC proposes to increaso the total, and to spread it
around to all of us. These proposed changes in regulations represent a perverse bureaucra
solution to some of the radioactive waste problem. They are insidious, in that they cpe..
the way for further relaxation of health stahdards and they are a totally wrong-headed
approach to the problem of radioactive waste.

We feel so strongly about this latest NRC attempt to ignore its own regulate.7
function that we are going beyond a polite request for ysur ecmments: we demand to know .-
your position as our elected representative on this issue and request that'you take
whatever action you can. We look forward to hearing from you. Thank you.

.

O

sincerely

b |
*

Ma. * T s rimier*

,

/* *

I

David L Mann
,

ec C =. Aheams
Cc=. Bradford
Cem. Gilinski
Cem. Hendrie

.
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DOCKIT ICt3I's I~:-20, 32, 70,150

h10 POSED RULE (45 FR 70374) 3D7
Secretary of the Cocrission ggzLygg Alloys -

U.S. Nuclear ReSulatory Ccmmission
'Jashington, D.C. 29555

Attention: Oceketing and Service Branch

Dear Secretary:

This letter is in response to the proposed rule change allcuing
the recy4 Mg of radioactive scrap. We are opposed to this propesal
for the foH owing reasons:

1. We are opposed to the increase in back-ground radiatien that this
would allow. We produce steel for eensumer items. Although you
claim that by diffusing this scrap with non-containated scrap,
the health effects en the general public would be small, you, c:ust
admit that it will cause an increase in the backs ound level of
radiatient This could have 1cng range helath effects en the Ameri-
can people.

2. '.!e are opposed to this proposal because of the negative health effects
it will have en steelworkers. Cur members, especially those in the basic
oxygen furnace, would be subjected to low-level radiation in the for= of
scrap, dust ord fumes. Respirators are insufficient protection against
permeating fces and dust.- We would be subjected to ndiation entsed
diaeases including cancer and defomed children. While ycu admit your
reasons are to profit by " tens of d W ons of dellars", it is a price

we are un-w 11%g to pay. We are aware that these subsequent increases
in deseases will be untraceable because the scrap will be cd.xed with .

non-contaminated scrap. Thus, the Gover=ent and the Companies will be
held blameless. We suggest that you fdM another way to deal with this
poison than attempting to subject cur members to disease and death.

3 We are opposed to this proposal because it is an obvious attempt to open
the doors to wider deresulation of low-level radioactive waste.

The health and safety of our members is of utmost concern to us. There-
fcre, we demand that this propoW " * change be uithdrawn 1. =ediately.

e \ C'

D^ Sincerely ycurs,~%
'Vn g-,J ~/ hmd ooenmo {& ClaA"/'

.

Den Thomas, President use MAQ,,, Eugene Askey, C b an.

II
' s.: FEB 2 71981 >

Safety ccmmitteeUSWA-Iocal 1219
c: US'dA-Local 1219 .

.*+- ", *t
.. - .

JE ,IA:ajb ,f.e
e

,

,g
..Jh. *

.#.r ,,,,.we. . ., e e. .eey e= n e= * __

, . . , - - , - .


