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Dear Sirs,

We are writing in regard %o recently announced (in Fecera' Register notices on October
8 and 47, and in NUREG-0518) plans by the NRC to revise regulations geverning she "disposal”
«f certain radicactive materials. - Altnough the period for comments has closed, we feel
trese propesed changes is NRC regulations could have such leng-range and damaging effects

s+ at we are writing to protest them. ™he propesed changes are grossly improper, and

wholly violate s+he mandate 2f the Atomic Erargy Act tO protect the sublic health, and the
reyuirements of the Naticnal Environmental 7alicy Act.

priefly, the groposed changes woull permit 1iguids containing radicactive exititm and
carbon-14, and liguic tulolene. (itself highly toxic), t© re disposed of without restriction
as to their radicactive content. e total amount would be scme 200,000 to 400,000 gallons
per year to be dispesed of by shallow busial., Also, wnival carcassss contaminsted with

+he same radicactive elements would e allowed unrestricted disposal, presumably in
ordinary landfills. Finally, the changed regulations would permit metals contaninated with
radicactive cechnicium~-99 and uranium to be "recycled" -~ that is, cadicactive copper, iren,
ard nickel could be smelted and mixed with uncentaminated metals for subsequent use in all
sorts of consumer articles. The NRC has the gall ©© express concern about foundry workers
who might come into contact with such metals, witheudt ment.oning cne werd of concern for
the consumers = including children = who will regularly come ints contact with radicactive
carg, ceinas, tovs, fur.iture, cock’ § utensils, etc. 1# ¢nese policies are implemented., '

apparently these »yreaucrats have .gotten tre prcblems encountered by residents of Grand
Junexion, Celerido, wno used @73 eive mill tallings in building materials and the problens
of the poeplr living near the . .al - but we're sure +hose pecpl: have Dot fozgotten.
Are we now TO spread the probat _taon-wide?

Fernaps the NRC feels comfortable in "solving" a problem by merely redefining it as

a g};:.zsicn and dilution proeblem. And the propesed changes in regulations would "solve"
scre of the preblem “or scme pecple; that {s the DCE would be ah e to more easily get zid
o’ waste metals from its gageous diffgsion plants, and research institutions would have
Less of a problem disposing of radicactive liguieds and carcasses; and purial trenches will
£i11 up more slowly (thus giving the impressicn that the problem is i3 hand); and both
groups wovld save money. But as wsual, the public must bear the brunt of these relaxed
standards. We are she ones who live next to the sandfills where radicactive carcasses will-
we disposed; and who 1ive near burial trenches where radicactive and coxic liguids will be
dumped (and whe drink the water that may be contaminated as 2 result); ané who will De
exposed O radicactive metals in all scrts of (heretofore) benign forms. The NRC (as
always) claims shat added exposures toO the public will’be a "negligidle additicn® to natura.
packgzound radiation. But how much addiszicnal radlatizn must we accept from thes who aTre
supposedly locking after our health and safety? Fach adced amount of radiation, no matter
how "negiigible” in ivself, increases what vwe already must live with. We cannot centinue t<
seasuze each nit of cadiation as if it acted in a vacaum = it ig the total exposure cvexr




time that causes problems, and the NRC proposes t0 increass te total, and %o spread it
around to all of us. These proposed changes in regulations represent a perverse bureaucr?
solution to some of the radicactive waste problem, They are insidious, in that they cper
the way for further relaxation of health standards and they are a totally wrong-headed
approach to the problem of radicactive waste.

We feel so strongly about this latest NRC attempt to ignore its own regulatery
function that we are going beyoend a polite reguest for your comments: we demand to know
your position as our elected representative on this issue and raquest that vou take
whatever action you can. We lock forward to hearing from you. Thank you.

Sincerely.
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Cor=. Hendcie
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Attention: Docketing and Service Eranch

r Secretarys

‘n

iy letter is in response to
the recycling of radioactive scrape.
for the following reasons:

the zroposed rule change allowin
We are opposed to this propesal

le lie are opposed to the increase in backeground radiation t this
would allowe. Ue produce steel for _onsuxre* items. m...hou you
claim that by d..ftusing this scr ap with non-comam.nat-d scrn;,
the health e“rec*s on the general putlic would te smal "m. must
admit that 1 will cesuse an increase in tle background le' el of
dene “"' could have long range helath affects on the .meri-

2+ 'ie are opposed to this proposal because of the negatlve health effects
it will have on steelworkers. Our members, QS‘QC.AllJ those in the tasic
oxyzen furnace, would be subjected to low=level radilation ..n the form of
scrap, dust ard fumes. Respirators are insufficient protecticn against
.“.ea"..ng fures and duste Ve woul.a be subjlected t¢ radiaticn ceraed
diveases including cancer and deformed children. 'hils you admit your
reasons are to profit by "tens of =millions of dollars”, it is a pricse
we are un-wi.l.l..ns to paye We are aware “hat these subaequen‘c. increases
in deseases will bte untraceable because the scrap will be mixed with
non-comzm‘.r.ated scrape Thus, the Government and the Companies will be
held blameless. e suggest that you find another way to deal with this
poison than attempting to subject cur members %o disease and death.

3. lie are opposed to this proposal because it is an obwvicus attempt to open
she doors to wider deregulation of low=level radiocactive waste.

The health and safety of our members 18 of utmost concern to use There=
fore, we demand that '““'s prorosga ghange be t"‘*‘-"‘:.'n immediateler,
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