UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C. 20666

December 17, 1992

Mr. Jerry Wilson
Soloflex, Inc.

570 N.E. 53rd

Hillsboro, Oregon 97124

Dear Mr. Wilson:

I am responding to your letter of November 24, 1992, to the Commissioners of
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). In your letter you requested "a
public hearing" prior to the restart of Trojan Nuclear Plant and expressed
concerns about the status of its steam generators,

As you may know, the staff held a meeting at the Trojan site in Rainier,
Oregon, on December 1, 1992, to discuss the cause and repair of the steam
generator primary-to-secondary tube leak that occurred on November 9, 1992.
This meeting was held to provide an opportunity for Portland General Electric
(PGE) to inform the NRC staff on the issues raised in the Confirmatory Action
Letter, dated November 13, 1992. The meeting was attended by NRC headquarters
personnel, NRC Region V personnel, PGE, and members of the media and general
public. The meeting also included a discussion of the proposed emergency
technical specification change that was prepared by the licensee.

The Ticensee recently withdrew its request for the emergency technical
specification change and is conducting augmented steam generator tube
inspections. It is our understanding that the licensee is evaluating the
steam generator tube inspection data and they are considering a range of
possible actions that depend on the results of the data evaluation. The NRC
staff is following the inspection process and any subsequent request for
technical specification amendment closely,

As a result of this information and the interest that you have expressed, I
have directed my staff to put you on the service 1ist for the Trojan Nuclear
Plant. As such, you will receive all outgoing correspondence related to
Trojan. Additionally, 1 have directed my staff to inform you by telephone if
any technical specification amendment request is submitted by the licensee on
the current steam generator issue so that you may be aware of the current
status of the issue and your rights to request a hearing with respect to any
requested license amendment. This should enable you to file a timely
application for a formal hearing on any requested amendment.

I would advise you to consult Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR),
for an understandin? of your rights and responsibilities regarding a hearing
request; specifically, refer to 10 CFR 50.91, and 10 CFR 2.714. ?n generz1,
you may file a petition for leave to intervene and request a hearing during
the notice period on any licensing action proposed by the licensee, or you may
make any public comment on the no significant hazards determination without
requesting a hearing and filing a petition for leave to intervene.
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Mr. Jerry Wilson -2~

Finally, you may petition the staff pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206 to modify,
suspend, or revoke a license, provided you specify the action requested and
set forth the facts that constitute the basis for the requist. However, a
petition pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206 is not a request for a hearing.

The staff welcomes informed participation in the licensing process.

Sincerely,

gy /IO

Thomas €. Murley, Director
Office of Nuclezr Reactor Kegulation
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Finally, you may petition the staff pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206 to modify,

suspend, or revoke a license, provideo you specify the action requested and

set forth the facts that constitute the basis for the request. However, a

petition pursuant to 19 CFR 2.206 is not a request for a hearing.

The staff weicomes informed participation in the licensing process.
Sincerely,

ordginal etznﬂd“‘
o £, yurley

Thomas E, Murley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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SOLOFLEX
MUSCLE-MACHINES

November 24, 1992

Ivan Selin, Chairman
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washingion, D.C, 20555

Dear Chairman Selin,

Along with the facsimile transmission of this letter (which is being followed up by a
“hard copy" mailing) is a fax of a newspaper story from today's edition of The Qregonian
newspaper. The story reveals that an internal NRC document has warned against greatly
increased dangers of a core meltdown at the Trojan nuclear reactor in Oregon, as a result of that
plant’s current problems with degraded steam generator tubes

I am sure that you and the other NRC commissioners are aware of Trojan's problems,
Since your organization relaxed its rules 1o allow the plant to continue Operating with an above
standards percentage of its steam generator tubes in disrepair, I believe that the waiver of the
rules is up for review in March of 1993, The internal NRC document alluded o in the

[cponian reflects some of your own staff's objections to that waiver of rules

We at the Do It Yourself Commitiee have been tracking the situation at Trojan for
several years. This year, we were the chief sponsors of ballot Measure 6 to close the Trojan
plant by voter initiative. Earlier this month. our measure received hundreds of thousands of
votes, and was endorsed by the largest environmental Brouns in Oregon and many politicians and
business people

In light of the serious steam generator problems &t Trojan and the alarming dissenting
opinions within the NRC as to the safety of the plant, we ask that a public hearing be held in
Portland, Oregon -- attended by NRC staff from Washington, D.C. - before you make any
decisions that would allow Trojan to restart. Such public meetings were granted for citizens
concerned about the Yankee Rowe nuclear reactor last year. We would like similar public
hearings. so the people of Oregon can discuss vita) Trojan safety issues with NRC staff.

Please share our request with your fellow commissioners Rogers, Curtiss, Remick and
de Planque and have someone from NRC staff Bet back 1o us about our request. Currently, the
operators of Trojan, Portland General Electric Company, hope to restart the plant within the next
two weeks. We are requesting a public meeung as early as next week, before the plant is
reopened. This is a matter of grave concem to thousands of Oregonians, as it is to the Nuclear

Regulatory Commission
o 2 ) i

—

/ Jerry WITSsT
(__CHief Petitioner, Measure €
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NRC dissent
challenges
rules waiver
given Trojan

o/ The Oregonan stal

The US Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission's relaxation of rules on
Nawed steam tubes a1 Westinghouse:
Gesigned nuclear power plants such
&s Trojan greaty increases the risk
of & reactor core meltdown, an inter.
pal NRC document says

Buch an occurrence wowld be cat
sstrophic, releasing radicactive
materials to the enviromnent, the
report sald

The Union of Concerned Scien.,
tists, 8 Washington, D C, public in.
terest goup, obuined the document
and released It Monday.

“Trojan bhas been plagued with
(tube eracks) for 30 years * said Rob-
ert D. Pollard, 4 former NRC nucle
&r engineer pow with the Unian of
Concerned Scientists “NRCs re
sponse has been to keep relaxing the
rules. Now it's gone so far that even
the NRC staft is objecting *

Without naming Trojan specifical:
Iy, the document said a waiver that
NRC granted last February to sliow
Trojan to continue operating despite
numerous flawed tubes in its steam.
generators had incressed the chance
of & serious sccident from 1 per mil.,
lion per year — or virtually no
chanoe — to a plausible 1 in 3,000,

Nationally, there are §2 pressuri-
sed-water reac ors similar to Trojan,
or about half of all the nation’s nu:
clear plant. -

But Pollard sajd 1t was the waiver.
for Trojan that had touched off the
fnternal NRC fight about steam
tubes ;

The NRC decided 10 Jet Trojan op .
erate despite microscopic defects
discove in 428 of about 13,000
heatexchange tubes connecting the
reactor with four steam generators.

According to the papers that Pol.

lard obtained, at Jeas! three uniden.’
tified NRC staff members disagreed
with the waiver and filed 3 formal
dissent within the agency known as
8 “Differing Professiona) Opinlon."” *
One of the 5T members argued
that "s mein steam line break out.
side containment could t mul
le steam generator tube failures
ich would then result in core
melt because of depletion of eool

amT:wmm

“The preliminary priarity ranking
s High" Heltames said in & cover-
ing memo to Gllesple. :

Pollard said it was unusua) for the -
bead of NRC's research affice to
pass such a document directly to the
&gf h:%ooh NRC regional

regory N,  &n 1
spokesman in San Francisco, said,
bowever, that the agency considersd
Trojan safe and that the *Difference
of Professiona) Oplajon” document '
contained no information to change
that stance.

Cook sald the NRC's waivers for
Trojan were tallor-made for the
plant and were granted only after
meticwlous study of the exact Oaws
in individual tubes and bow they,
were 10 be flxed.

Stll, he sald, the NRC would
Jow up carefully on the dissent and
take any action deemed necessary.

David W. Heintiman, 8 POE
:mkmun. sald the utility also con-

red Trojan safe. i we didn'” .
he sadd, “we wouldn't opernte it.”

Trojan and similar gener.
ate electricity by water o |
more than 8)0 degroes Fahrenheit in |
thelr nuclear reacior cotes, pump-
fng i1t under intense ure |
through stainlesssteel tubes that -
joop out of the core ke oven e |
ements |

Trojan has 13,582 such tubes that

otrude inte four separate cham

r5, where they cause other water
to flash 10 steam and spin genera
1ors 1o make electricity,
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