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TO: Director, Office of Congressional Affairs

' i' .FROM: Arlen Specter .

DATE: January 20, 1981

The attached letter has been received by a constituent.
Will you please provide me, attention Bill Wilcox,,with
the necessary information to respond to the letter.
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Excitioy oews. '

Laet week, we received a Dec'imber oewc1'etter from Suequehaeca
Alli aoce, Lewiebur g PA. ' l

Aod,6ueee which Federal ageocy is expreesieg ao interest ia j

Wecooom aod recycliog? I

The clear Regulatory Commieeioo!
;

'fheir first propoeal appear s d o the Federal Register, Oct 8.-80, *
.

page 67018.
#

If adopted, it could eave hospitale cod research labs abou.t $16 ]
millicoe a year , io diepoeiog of liquid eciotillation media, ao 3

aof cal car caeees cootamicated with e'ame. |
The ecd otillatj oo media cootaice " trace quaotities" of tritium
aod carboo-14 io a tolueoe solvect. The proposal octee: " Liquid ;

sciotillation media ar e flammable aod are euspected of leachiog
r adi oactive chemi cals eht of the buri al tr eoches. . . (they) ar e
chemically toxic and are scepected of befog carcicogenic..." - ;

The hospitale aod 19.be cow use betweeo 200-400 thousaod Ballons -
of the stuf f each year , whi ch r equir ee about 400,000 cu ft of
space at a radi oactive baete burial gr ouod.
The IGC' e eelutico to the pr oblem is simple.
Icetead of shippiog used media to a radioactive waete burial

Ground, liceosees would dump it do racitary sewerage eystems -
provided the quaotity of tritium do6e oot exceed 5 curies per
ye s.r , ao d car bo o-14 d o e s o o t ex c e e d o o e cur i e per year .
(Thie limitatico reeme uor ealirtic, eveo diecrimicatory. Io

Feb -80, Victor Stello, Dir ector of the KRC_Of fice of Icepectico '

aod Zofercement, eaid a normally ?pratiog atoaic reactor releaeer
ao average 1000 curies per m?oth to the atmosphere.
But the IGC'e HUREG 0367 - a r epor t oo esterioos by operatieg
r eacter e - ebowe 'io 1976 the Hilletooe ??iot I r e cter released. a

ao aver age 42,000 curiee per meath. The Dresdeo I r eacter r e-
leased ao average 37,000 curier per moeth.' .

Doeeo't it seem uerealietic to expect hospitale and labe to
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limit themeelves to dumping lees thao 5. curies of tritium a year
f oto the- re.werage ryeteme?)
The NRC's seceed propoeal c;ocercios recycliog de io the Federal
Re6eter,Oct27-80,page},0875.i

It seene that the Dept of Eoergy d e making ijcpr ovemeote at ito
ureolum eorichmeot plaote at Oak Ridge EN, ??r temouth OH, cod
Paducah KY. , . . . ,

.,

This hae geoerated some scrap metal: '31,800 metric t?ce of iroo. 4

and steel, 3400 metric tore of oickel, 1600 metri c tone of copper,
g

They'r e cootssicated with technetium-99 aed/or low-corichc-6 urao-
s

fum, All this w;uld have to be buried io a radioactive waste
'

. .

burial Br ecod, uolese some relief de f o uod.

A gai o , the s:1uti?o is abeurdly simple.
;

The N3C propeeed the contamicated ecrap be recycled by emelting
it wi th other; ecrap - pr ?vided the techoetium-99 c;otect would

be lees thao 5 parte per millico, an d the l ow-e or i che d uraos um
c;otect wou16 be lere thao 17 5 par te per cd i tion.

,

Juet how the elightly tadioactive eod-pr oduc t would be used, the
properal doeso't ray. Would it eod up io coice? Toys? Surgical

er deotal icetrumente?
IIeo't it intste futile, theee days, te worry whether you'll get

caocer or leukemia, or whether your childr eo will have birth 6e-

fecte?
some par ti al

let ue ?f f er/ sce:mrt-bamia wer de of/:c:=;c::etimes c?mf or t.
A medi cal r epor t d esued last Iday Sai d thqt ?rdiearil7, leukemia

victimse live f or about a year af ter they achieve ioitial remierieo.

However, with high desee of dru6e, radiation, aod b;oe marrow trace-

plaote, r?me patieete were etill alive 35 c?othe later. (Boce carr ert
tr aorplaote c?et about S50,000).
The etigma ?f bir th def ecte may be r ee:1ved o,uite easily. Iortead

;f labelli eg ruch chil dr eo as "braio damaged" er "def ective",

.eeulde't it be much oicer te call them " exotic" childreo?
I
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