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TO: Director, Office of Congressional Affairs

FROM: Arlen Specter
DATE: January 20, 1981
The attached letter has been received by a constituent.

Will you please provide me, attention Bill Wilcox, with
the necessary information to respond to the letter.
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Laet week, we received a Decenber ceweletier from Susguehaora
Allizoce, Lewisburg PA,

fed guese which Federal agency is @xprecesiog 2o intercet ieo
ecvucmyf/aod recycling? Al

Thebﬂﬁclear Regulatsry Coomieeico!

Lheizr firet proposal 2ppeere io the ifedcral Register, Oct 8-80,
peze 67018,

If adopted, it could save hoepitales crod research labs about §16
pillicos a year, io dieposicg of liquid eciotillatioo media, ac®
epimel carcasees coriznmicated with szre.

The scictillatise media containe "trace quantities" of tritium
aod carbre~14 io a tolueoe solyeot. The propesal potes: "Liquid
sciertiilatiop zediz zre flanzeble zod are suspected »f leackiog
radisactive chemicaln cut of the burial trecches...(they) are
chemically toxic 2c¢ are suspectsd of beiog cercicogevic..."

The bospitala 20d li2s oDow use beiweeo 200-400 throusaod galloos -
of the =tuff each year, which requires about 400,000 cu £t of
space a2t 2 radioactive baste burial groucd,

The TRC'e srlutico t2 the prablen im simple,

Iostead »f shippice ueed media to 2 radicactive waste burial
gr7ued, licecsees would dump it io sacitary sewerage systems -
provided the quaotity of tratium dode oot exceed 5 curiee per
year, acd cerb2o-14 d2er pot exceed 20e curie per year,

(Thiz limitatioce ceeme uorealirtic, eveo diecrimicatrry. Io

Feb =80, Victor Stelle, Director of the NRC.Office of Jaspection
zed Eoforcenect, e2id a pormally *mating atouic react 2t releases
ee average 1000 curies per mooth t> the atmoephere.

3at the NRC's KUREG 0367 - 2 report 2o em¢esisoe by ~peraticg
Teactore - ebowe in 19276 the Lilletoce Toi0t I reacter teleased
ar average 42,000 curies per mooth., The Dresder I veactsr re-
leaeed ac averzge 37,000 curies perx month.'

Uneso't it seenm ucrealistic to expect hospitale 204 labe to
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linit theneelven % umpicg leee thea 5 curies of tritium a year
jote the reverage ryetens?

The NRC's mecood propreal coocercicg Tecycliog is ie the Peéceral

Register, Oct 27-80, page 70875

It seexns that the Dept »f Voergy is making improvemente a2t ite
uracium ecrichment placts at Cak Ridge EN, Portemouth CH, 2eod

Paduczh KY, g

Thies hae éeoerated ace ®crap metal: 31,800 metlric tone of irvo

and steel, 3400 metric tove »f pickel, 1600 metric %uvns 2% copper.

They're coctemicated with techoetium~82 ezod/or low-coriched urao-—
iua, All thie wruld have %o te buried io a xaosﬂactxve veste

burial groucd, uoless s-ze relief is fo urd,

ﬁg“.a, the s>lutiso is g%e

FAC propreed the crrtenicated rerep bte recycled by szeltiiog

it with 2ther’ scrzp - pr?vzced the techretium-929 conteet would
be lees thzo 5 parts per millico, 20d the low-eoriched uracium

-

cretent would be less thep 17.5 parte per nillion,

rdly simple,
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Just how the eligitly radicective ecé-product vwould be used, the.
proposal doefe't ray. Would it ecd up iec coice? Toye? Surgical
Y depta) jcetrumente?

Iso't it foi2ke futile, theese days, to worry whether you'll get
czncer or leukemia, or whether your childreo will tave birth Be-

fecte?
some P&t tie 1
let us »ifev/ siromurianyda werds »f/imrroraninan o nfor £,

A cedical report isrfued laet liay 22id that ~rédicarily, leukemia

victimme live for ebout 2 year after trey achieve icitial remissino,

However, with high dreee of druge, radiatisr, ard brce marrow trace~-

p1=nt9, sone patiecoie vere etill alive 35 moothe later. (Boce cerron
treneplants co2et about £50,000).

Tre stigma »f birth defects may be resrlved guite e2oily., Instead

~f labellirg fuch cbildrec ar "braio dzmzzed" »v "defective”,

go't it be much ricer to2 cell them "exoatic" childreo?

I N

.»CJ
E ezethy



