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erate the restart of the un-
damaged Unit 1 reactor at. .

c—-vunun! Batriot-News, tansiurg 25, fmmd 1331

Safetv Tirst

Fix Pnormes on TMI Restart

IN ORDER to help accel-

Three Mile Island, the staff of
the Nuclear Regulatory Com- -
mission has raised the spectre
of a power shortage crisis in
the region serviced- by the
Pennsylvania-New-. Jersey-’
Maryland - powersgnd. Last
summer, during an extended -
heat wave; which' sent elec-
tric- usage . soaring about
1,000 megawatts above an-
ticipated peak demand, parts
of the PJM area experienced
voltage reductions, some-
times more dramatically de-
scribed as ‘“‘brownouts.”
While the unprecedented
amount of power.consump-
tion did put a.strain on the
system, no one was seriously
inconvenienced as a conse-
quence . -

Citing an a.nalysls by the
US. Department of Energy
that an operating Unit 1
would “minimize the proba-
bility” of a recurrence of
brownouts this summer, the
NRC staff proposes that the
commission authorize the
restart of the reactor at a
power level® pot to exceed s
five percent of its capacity.
The consequences of an acci-
dent at this level of power,
according to the NRC staff,
“are sufficiently small” that
its recommended changes to
the unit for full power opera-
tion need not be implement-
ed.

There are two curious as-
pects to the staff's proposal.
One, it was made in response
to a request for suggestions
on how to expedite hearings
before the Atomic Safety and
l.icensing Board on the res-
tart of Unit 1. The staff
doesn’t explain how its pro-
posal expedites the hearing
process. Second, the DOE

analysis clearly was refer-

- ring to the vaiue of Unit 1

operating at full power, not
the five percent power pro-

‘posed by staff, the incremen-

tal value of which to the
overall power supply picture
is so insignificant as to hardly
warrant the suggestion that
it could be-a factor-in avert-
ing a power shortage. ..

By any yardstick, mclud- -

ing the conservative yard- .

stick used by -utilities, the
PJM Interconnection should
have had ample reserve ca-
pacity to cope with last sum-
mer's unprecedented demand
for electricity without resort-
ing to voltage reductions.

_DOE notes that the

brownouts occurred “even
though a gross reserve mar-
gin of 7721 megawatts exist-
ed"” at the time. Rather than
rushing the restart of Unit 1, -.
someone, perhaps the state
Public Utility Commission,

should question why so many

generating units were una-
vailable for service at a time
when it was reasonabie to ex-

pect that power demand

would be at a-high, if‘not
record, level.v ' * -

Urgent or not, the need
for an operating Unit 1
should be of only peripheral
concern to the Atomic Safety
and Licensing . Board. . The
hearings have just begun %o’
consider the management ca-
pability of Metropolitan Edi-
son, and still have to examine

the utility’s financial capabil- .

ity and emergency planning.
The paramount questions re-
main, as they nave since the
day of the accident, the safe-
ty of the plant, the compe-
tence of its operators and the
protection of the public.
These concerns should not
and cannot be side-tracked
for the real or imagined ur-
pencies of the moment.
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