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QPESTIOﬂS AND ANSWERS ON NADER LETTER
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" Q. Would you commeﬁt on Ralph Kader's letter to yod concerhing the

" dangers of pilisery of civilian aircraft flights near nuclear

power plants?

A. We do take this into account‘ip our licensing process. In_reviewing
spplications to construct and operate nuclear power olants, our
chulatory Staff evaluates potential hazards presented by air traffic

_ from airports in close prOfinit) to a proposed nuclear power pIant
site, | » o : rads .- st Wk !
I; the Sho*cham czse vhich Mr. Nader mentioned, our staff has con-
cluded that the site is sufficiently far auay froa the Calverton

' airport on Long Island that .the plant need not be designed or
operated with special provisions to protect against the effects of

 —a-crash, Since that cese is in the AEC hearing process, it would

not be appropriate for me to discuss the merits,

o . _
Our staff has had under development fdr some time expliéi; criﬁeria
ﬁ\\f~conccrnir° the design and locztion of nuclear power planté in relation
'< to necarby airports. When they ere COﬂplCted we wil‘ follow our usual
‘.proccdures and publish them for public cozment., Durinﬂ this procecding

.‘~considcration vlll be given to a public hearing on the matter, as

© Mr. Nadex requested,

>‘- Mr. Nadcr also mcnticnéd the recent crash of an Air Force plane tn

Lake tichigan nac: the Big Rock Point plan:. The Air Torce has

" advised us that tﬁcsc flights over the Big Rock Point plant have

been suspcn”cd and vhcn the flights are “resumed tHcv will mot bc ; a1 W

.//‘
in closc proximxty to the plant. i bate 3 { oms
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The AEC Regulatory Staff has met with DOD represcntatives to discu;s-
: low-level 5ilitéry flights and is iﬁ the process of excﬁang&ng |
{1formation on nuclear power piant location, lov-level flight paths,
~ and crash statistics. We believe that a program can be developed,
- consistent with military fequire:ents, that will avoid }ow-levei

" flights necar these plants.




