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Dr. P. A. Morris, Director
Division of Reactor Licensing
United States Atamic Energy Commission

Washington, D. €. 20545
Dear Or. Mo: ¢ Attention: M. D. J. Biovholt

Recent discussions with our AEC-Compliance inspector
and your etaff indicate that there is somc confusion sbout our current
operating practices relating to the Bir Rock Point main stean bypasc
valve. During part of our last power run (Kovember, 1960 through My,
1967), the sutomatic operation of the main steam bypass wvalve was
limited to 50 MWe load. The valve control was placed in the manual
por‘tion whenever the plant wes operating st 50 Mie or greater. It
wvas intended that this change in operating procedure be noted in our
last semiannual report to the AEC. It was not reported because of an
inadvertent editorial omiseion. This letter is intended to report
the chanpe in operating procedure which shall alsc be in effect for
the current power run and also to detail the reasons for making the

change.

Bince the camplete replacement of the electronic
controls in 1965, the bypasc valve has performed quite adequately with
the exception of the incident of August 8, 196G, and this problem was
immediately detected and corrected. It is apparent however, that sonc
incidence of fallure will always be present in the system, and Consumcro
Pover Company has decided to install a d-c motor operated isolation
valve immedistely ahead of the bypass valve as & backup walve. Also,
since there is only the one tranzmission linc into the plant, and
tripout of the linc results on s loes of normal station power, it has
been decided 4o provide s second source of station power by bringing
8 46 Ev transmiscion line into the plant substetion. An sutomatic
throvover to the swdiliary supply will occur in the event of losc of
pormal station power. Material for both of these modifications is on
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order and it will be irstalled during the pext refueling outage in
early 1960, berring wmewpected delays. '

Testing of the bypass valve with the new electronic
comtrols up to the maximm trip levels that the system can accormodate
still remains to be done. We have not felt that the mumber of thermal
transients to the fuel necessary for & thorough test progran was
desirable because of the fuel faillurec that have been experienced in
the stainleos steel and R & D fuels. Also, since we are now planning
to instell the isolation valve and backup station power supply, we
fecl that it is prudent to delay further testing until this equimment
i installed. It ie for the sbove two reasons that the 30 M trip test
originally planned for the recently completed refueling wes deferred.

Experience to date indicatec that the bypasc valve will
probably mot prevent a reactor scran st load rejectioms above 5C M
until further testing and adjustments are madc. Therefore, during the
pext run the bypess valve will be opersted on manual st loads above
50 MWe since this type of operstion will virtuslly elinisate any
noceible spurious valve opening that might othervise ocour. A reacto:
serar will be sccepted in the event of & line trip st sbove 50 Mic.
The incidence of line trips from lightoing 4s quite Jow, with onc
lighning trip during the past five years.

In our judgement, the above change dn opersting procedures
does mot involve a change in the technical specifications imcorporatcd
in our licensc or an unreviewed safety prodlex. Our reviex pf the FISR
showe that meither the probability of the oocurrence mor tht consequences
of the accidente are increased by this change nor is there a possible
occurrence of any significant new accident.

We trust that the above discussion will clarify our
projected plans regarding the Big Rock Point bypass valve.

Yourrs very truly,

R, Merel>

RLH /up R. L. Baucter
Assistant Electric Production
Superintendent - Buclear
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