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NEMORANDUM FOR: §. E. Bryan, Division of Resctor Operations Inspection,
Office of Ionspection and Enforcement

FROM: R. C. Lawis, /icting Chief, Reactor Operations and Nuclear
Support Branch, Region II

SUBJECT: OPERABILITY REQUIREMENTS (AITS No. F02700028)

A concern wvas recently identified involving the starting point for time
periods ia Technical Specification ACTION  tatements vhen equipment
has been declared lnoperable under the ASME Section XI testing program.

ASME Section XI, IWP-13220, states "All test data shall %e analyzed within
96 bours after completion of & test”, IWNP-1230(c) statas, in part,

"If the deviations fall within the 'Raquired Action Range' e! Tahle
INP-3100-2, the pump shall be declared inoperative, . . . ."

In most cases squipment covared by ASME Section XI, INP, 1is also covered
by Technical Specifications and, if declared inoperabls, would result in
the plant entering an ACTION statement, These ACTION statemcats
genarally have & time pariod after which, if the equipment is still
inoperable, the plant sust perform some specific action (shutdown, coel
down, ete.).

The concern arises in the ares of the aforementioned data analysis latarval
versus the Technical Specificacion ACTION statement time period., It is
questionable vhether or not these periods run consecutively, concurrently
or othearvise. The enclosed scenario's detail likely plant events and are
indicative of actual axparience,

Ragion 11 believes that a ressonable time for data analysis is not more
than two shifte (16 hcurs) except in eaxtrems circumstances., The
Technical Specification ACTION time should start lmmediataly after the
data has been reviewed by the cognizant supervisor (shift supervisor,
foreman, etc.). Licenses procedures must requirs prompt reviev by the
cognizant supsrvisor vhen test results fall outside acceptance criteria,
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We do not brliave that ASME Section XI statement on evaluation of test
data relieves the licenses of sction statements i Techaical Specificaticons,
We request that this satter be revieved and our understanding be ccaf {rued

¢r guidance fssued to provide uniformity,

K< Qa1

R. C, Lewis, Acting Chief
Reactor Operations and Nuclear

Support Branch

Enclosure: Field Experience Regarding
Equipment Operability
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ENCLOSURE

FIELD EXPERIENCES RECARDING EQUIPMENT OPERABILITY

A Section XI test i» ha. on an engineered safaty feature pump on
Saturday woonring and the data fall on the lowest liait of the
"Required Action Range" just above the "Alert Range”. The plant
Parformance Enginear, vho performs the data reviev and would be
the individual to declare the pump Lnoperative, is not on site
wntil Monday morniag when the data set is revieved.

On Monday, the Performance Engloeer reviews the data and declares
the pusp lnoperab.e per the Technical Specifications and thus
"starts the clock™ on the ACTION statement time period.

Most Licensess would view this as acceptable due to the 96-hour
statemant included in INP,

A safety-ralated pump 1s tested and the data fall within the
"hequired Action Range! The Parrormence Engineer orders that the
tnstrusents be recalibrated (2436 hours) and the test re-run as
alloved by IWP-3230(b). The test is re-run and the data are
still ia the "Required Action Range”. The Parformance Engloeer
declares the pump inoperable and “starts the clock”.

This might be done 1a order to extend operation until & scheduled
Outage.

A safety-related pump is tested and the shift supervisor notes that
the data appears to fall into the "Required Action Range"; however,
he feals 1t should be further analyzed. The data are transmitted
to the Performance Englneer vho waits 2-3 daye to make his snalysis
and then declares the pump inoperable thus "starting the clock”

(at this point he could also request the test be re-run, adding
wore time to the cycla).

This also sight be done to axtend operations until a scheduled
outage or to delay plant shutdown until the veekend.




