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FRELIMINARY hJTIFICATION OF EYENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-V:80-]{

. Date: 02/29/80'

This creliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
sefe:v or public in erest sienificance. ine infornation presented 1s as initially
rece1vec without verification or evaluatien and is Desically all tnat is known by
IE st!f f on t .is cate.
Facility: General Electric Ccapany

GETR
Yallecitos Nuclear Center
Pleasanton. California

Subject: DETICTION OF ELEVATED RADI0 ACTIVITY Ih GRC'JND WATER SAMPLES
FRCM AN MSITE AREA NEAR GETR

While cerferr.ing a r:utine ir.spection at the Vallecitos site, a radiation
specialist ir.ste: tor was 'ir.femed by the licensee that above
ba:i;round c:ntamination levels ere detected in water from a soil test
well r.ea- the Ger. era Electric Test Peac;or (GETE) facility. The well is
h:2:ed near an ur.de grcund racwiste tank farm. Sa nple resultr showed a
:n tiu.- :oncen: ttion cf 2.aX10 ~uCi/mi , gross - beta cf 1.3X10~j uC1/ml and-

press al:ha :f 5.5X10" gCi / 1. The well sa .ple as a special sample and not
ta r*. cf the I'censee's routi'e er.virenrr.er.tal monitering program. The sarole
was eb:ained en Janury 23, '950. A repeat sar pie en January 28, 1980 yielded *

a;;roxicately the sare resul s. The tritium and gross beta concentrations are
a srali :ercenta;e cf restri:ted area MPC's. The alp.a results are in question
at :nis :irne. 9.;n:les taken froga sump of a cor. crete catch bas
the tanks sh:wed tritiu cf !Xio UCi/ml, gross beta of 1.4X10 gs beneathuCi/ml and
a1:51 less tian 3X1C' c;i/6. The licer.see -believes that the most likely |

scar:e o' centa..ination is leakase ard spills that have occurred in the
eret ever the ::ast. The licensee is presently ec: tying the uriderground tanks *

i

50 :ney can be leek :ested. Region Y plans to c;ilect independent samples l
'or analysis en Febr.ary 29,193? and will investigate the matter further,
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The Vallectics site has received intense public interest in the past and
- it is expected that media coverage cf this situation will occur. The licensee ;

intends to notify the Pgional Water Quality Control Board of these results
today, Febr.:ary 29,19PA. Tne Board recently reissued a temporary water
discharge perinit to the site after cuch controversy.

A Region Y'onsite inspector received notification of this situtation from the
licensee at 3:30 PM, February 28, 1980.

C0hTACT: F. WE'iSLAV5KI, R. FISH 46-37CO
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