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D.M. Gitten
U.S. Mucleat Regulatory Cornission
D.ivision of Waste Management, 483-SS
Washington, D.C. 20555

Deat Mt./Rs. Gitten:

Thb letter constitutes the Slack Hitts Alliance's totitten comments concerning
de scope of de ptoposed Dtaf t Envitonmental Impact Statement (DEIS) regarding re-
newal of Federal Ametican Partners utanium mitt License, SUA 667, Docket No. 40-4492,
Gas HitLs Mining Distric.t, Fremont Co. , Wyoning.

The scoping notice (45 Federal Register 4487) sta,tes tha,t " Federal American

Partner's ptoposed plans catt for the expansion of the mitt ptocess capacity (2,950from
860 mettic tons of ore (950 short tons) pet day .to 2,680 mettic tons of 0.te
s hort ton.s ) per day. . . "

This is an increase in capaci.ty of 2,000 short tons per day, or over 200%.

One thing is absolutely etext taith respect to this Ltemendous increase in
capaelty: he ore will have to come from somewhere. Presumably, Federal American
Partneu knotes where tJtis o.te coill come from. FAP u erefore knows:

1. wha,t area tellt be uc subject of major surface distutbance from nining;

2. what sitcams toitt bea.t significant additional sedimen.t and pollution loads
f. tom mining;

3. what altsheds will be subject to additional pollutant loads from mining;

4. what highways, and what communities, will be subject .to addLtional traffic
of 100 or more ore Ltuchs da,ity; j

i

S. what communitics toilt suf fet de increased demand for housing, electric and
gas utilitics, schoots, and other setvices necessa,1y to setue t.he inereased numbeu
of mine and transportation employees, theit dependents, and associated other popata-
tion grototh;

6. whrt radiologica.t impacts .to humans, plants and animats teilt result f. tom
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the . increased mining and ttanspostaticn of ore, and

7. what ef feet teLU mine dewateting have on area wells, undergrcund and
satface water systens.

Killing has no utility apa,st frcm mining. mills cannot opetate tcLthout cre.

Any comclete assessment of the envircamental incaets of the milt expansion
thetefare mas.t incnude tJte integtatty rclated ef fects of mining and startsportation
of ore.

Lt will not do for this analysis to be petfunctory or superficial. At a
minimum, the following questions should be addre.ssed:

1. Where will the increased are sur Ly mme frcm?

2. Mhat new mines will be opened r :,uccL9 'he expanded allt?

3. Wha,t existing nines tcLLE be expa># '''

4 (Cha,t amount af additiona.l sutface dLsturbance will take clace at these
mine sites?

5. What tellt the a.it quatity incacts, both radictogLeal and non-tadtotcgicat,
of the increased nining be?

6. How teiLL increased mining oce11tions af feet watet qua>ttLty and quallty of
area welts?

7. Mcw teill incteased mirting coetations affeet the quantity and qualt.ty of
both surface and undergtcund watet systems?

8. What highwaas teill be used for tracking ote? What is their capaelty? Ate
they built to a high enough standard to wLtitstand this additionat itaf fic?

9. How much additional electticitu/natutal
How much additional electticity/natatat gas leiLL 'aa.s wLlt .the excanded allt use?the expanded mining ocetations u.se?~

How much cleetticity/natutal gas scitt the residential and commetcial developme>tt
a.ssociated wLth this g.tc<eth use? What utilities will supply this setvice? Do thet)
have excess capaci.ty? What new facilities must .they consttact? How much will this
cost ratepayers?

10. What addLtional agticultutal land will be used for increased industti1l
and commetcial developmertt?

- . . . _ _-



. .

D.M. G.itten
Feb. 25, 1980
Page Thtee
RE: Fedetal Amc,tican Pittnets License renewal

11. 'that utill the socio/cconcaic impacts be on atea communliics af fected by
the increased m.i> ting activities ?

12. V! hat u:itt .the .tadiological imcacts on hwnan, clant, and animal (bcu
wildlife and livestack) Life be?

Also, in Light of de fact that there ate th1ee othet utanium nitts, numetcus
nines, and heap Leaching operations taluin a 30 mile radia.s cf de FAP nLLL, the
cumulative radictogicat, ait quallty, water quantity and quality, sociceccacnic
and other impacts must be asscssed. It is adiculous, for example, to go 2.0 gtcat
lengths to calculate radiation expcsute to of fsite individuals for single m. ills
when Lt is obvicu.s that &cte a.te many netts, nines and utanium opetaticns in the
atea.

The DEIS on the Gas Hills (Unicn Catbide) nill indicates EPA standards (40 CFR
190) wLit in one instance be exceeded by a factor of thtee. (p. 4-13)

The DEIS on de Split Rock MLLL, only 25-30 nites away, p.tojects compliance
wiu EPA standa.1ds "by a ve.ty slim ma tgin. " (p. 4-19)

We have not even begun .to consider radiotegical imcacts from de Uta.h Irtter-
national Mill, f tcm the heap teaching opetations in t.he atea cr from &c many Local
nines . The cumulative impact of all these sources may be vety great. This DEIS
must consider them.

We hope uat the MRC tcllt find dese ccmments useful.

Sincetely youts,
.

'T,kj . |bs Wi

Hanca C. Barks
Resektch & Documentation Dect.
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