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This preliminarv actificaties constitutes EARLY cotice of events of pCSSIBLE
sa fety er pcblic icterest si gni fi ca =:e . The information presented is as
initially received without ver:ficatio= or evaluation and is basically all
tha t i s z:.oc by IE s ta f f on this da te .

FACILITY: Ch=a r: Co rpo ration , Cincinnati , CH, License No. 34-00639-030 g

[J3JE C'': SPILL OF CESIITS-137 MICRCSPEEEES I'i RISTRICTED AREA

Tae re va.s a spill of cesiu=-137 =icrospheres which resulted when a 100
=illieu-ie cesit:-137 source was pe:>ttra:ec during a d rillin;; operation
reperced 1.n ?NO-III-60-33 on Februa j 20, 1930.

An N?C, ?cgion III (Ch.icago) inspec:or was dispatched to Lhe site to conduct ;

a special inspectier., F.:vever, he was unable to got a flight into Cincinna ti,
Ohi.o on FebrGa y 20, 1980 because all flights were cancelled duc to severefog coniiticas in C1.ccin .ati. Tae next flight availabic would be the af:ce- |

;

coca o f Te b rua.ry 21, 1980.-

.

In fo rma tion e b ais e d t hi.s =c ni n g , February 21, 1980, f rom the licensee and
the lice:sae's co n s ultan: physician, who is also an app roved NRC medical
censul:a:: and the refore reliable , 1:dicates that:
1. One or the persons in close protirri:y to :he drilling ooeration shes:d

to conta=ir.a io. internally a.s i:di:ated by whole body count. #

2. Tc e o the r pe rso:
vas .%1e body ec ur:c d af ter decontar.ination precedure.sa=d shoved total body burden of 2 to 3 nicrocuries o f cesitic:-137

( aricu: pe nissible total "cody burden is 30 microcurics). The cons l: curphysician believes 1: u
to be ex err.al body contamination rather than a::ms body burden; Crine analyses are negctive and fecal sacples vill

be analysed on Febr ary 21, 1980 a.nd reported to NRC, Region III when
:he re s lt s are available.

3. Tae scur:a
race., and vestibule area have been decontaminated and wipet es ta are negative.

4.
Tb-e penet rated source' bcs bec: bound in a plastic like substance to 1

fix :he contanization and preven: further spillage.
5. All cnta.=ica ted

for disposal to' a licensed buria.1' at:e.=a:eriali, includi:g the source, havn been packaged
.
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; Juad c: this info r :at.ios, MEC, Fag:ie: III concludes that the incident
d s tedc cc::: ol a:=d 1.= *ieu of a special inspe:: ion at this t tine , vill ;

2 conduct an inspectf.cr. ef .J.a er_: ire liccusee pre; ram in March. 1980 whc= '

the re_st:1:s c i~ the fac2.1 sa=le and :he 11:ensee repore have been received.
NIC , . F.e gicre IC vd'1 revie< the resul:s o f ar.alyse s , the licensee's report.

.

on the :st:e and, i: par f_ cuts. , the procedures covering source handling
c p e ra tic:s .

:

; To date to e_rdia i=: ercs: has developed.

7:1s inf::=c:icn is cc:: ra.n a_s o f 10 :00 a.::. Feb run:y 21, 1930.
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