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In resnonse to your July 30, 1979 memorandum on the above su jact, 2 maeting
was held on August 3, 1979 in which members of the HRC staff who hava beon
involved with this swb1'ft further discussed 1S°L°S that bear on it. “fn ;
attendance Tist is enclosed. . :
: In ansver to your further comments and question, and in summary of the reating.
2 provide the follouing information: 1
‘ 1. Our July 13, 1879 memorandum comment recarding a maeting with FO “to
Y eynaiite consideration of the matter” can be further exy ained as follow
%, The CSA Federal Re;ister otice of Decembar 24, 1975 (£0 FR 50.74) on
adialeaical Incident Emergancy Pesponse Flanaing: Fixed Facilitias and
; Transnortation, states the lCS?un‘1b1 ities as agresd between certain
e Fed ﬂ*‘] Agencies. In delineating rnsnors15111t1°s the OSA nctice manss
B tha Y0C the lead acency in radiolog fcal inzident emergency ressonse plan-
=i ning, training and other assistance covered in the notice. "EFPA has, =~
mong othar re,vo*s1b1|1ties, the establishment ﬂf Proue:tivn Action
7% Guides, and recommandations as to appropriate protective acticas which
eh can ba taken by governmant authorities to arn1xor0ta the consequancas
Ho of & rad1o]o"1c=1 incident. HIl has responsibility for essisting State
i health departme State hﬂsp1ga1 associations, etc., in the deveioprant
/{ g . of plans for the prevention of adverse efrec*s from exposure to radiation.
b including the use of prophylactic drugs to reduce radiation dose to scac-
15 ific organs, This includes health and medical care responses to radic-
], & logical incidents, consistent \1th cuidel1res 1ssueu b, 1] o
{ ol .
ot A moating of NRC staff with the Burcau of 9ad1r1011ce1 Health ¢F FOA 43
faer schaduled for Aucust 21, 1572, This meeting will discuss their plans for
bk roviding further ap,roprmcte (medical) quidance, in view of 52 FDA proe
Bk posed ouidance (43 FR & 8792) of Decerber 15 l“/r (still not fin:]i::‘}
et establishing actions to be taken in the event of a contaninating o {2107
| ] ca) in\,'::'nb. anc *hn requ :st (43 FPR 52792) fer sﬁ"”s*o'” é] 1 drug
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apnlications for potassium fodide in oral dosage forms for use 2s 2

thyroid blocking agent. This latter request concluded that potassium

jodide is safe and effective for use as a thyroid-blocking agent in a
———radiation emargency. FDA approval of cne company's drug application

is within a couple of weeks of being issued. 4s mentioned in our earlier

response, NRC R.G. 1.101 already mentions that use of radioprotective

drugs should be considered for persons viithin tha exclusion area.

2. The majority of the staff present at the July 30 meeting agree that the
use of potassium fodide as a thyroid blocking agent in ths event of
possible inhalation or ingestion of radioiodine is an apprepriate part
of a complete emergency preparedness program. A complete program would

— include countermeasuras such as source interdiction, sheltering, evacua-
tion, respiratory protection, protective clothing, importing of foodstuffs
and water, decontamination, chemical treatrant and others, The major
reason that sore staff members disagree on us2 of KI -is that they belicve
that othar measures in the above list are rore important for most radio=-
logical incidents and that a widespread stockpiling requirement for Kl

wauld not ba cost effective. It is our intention, however, to preoss for
oA action in their role as the agency to sunply medical cuidance. as

o M
discussed above. This will b2 a sublect for tha August 21 maating.

2. Tha action pilan for promptly improving (1icensee) omerganty preparednass
has baon forwarded as SECY 79-450 of Juiy 23, 1979, an information renort
I'hile that report does notl specifically address tha use of KI, uporading
of licensee plens to meet tha guidance of R.G. 1.101 will include the
review of thzir plan to use radioprotactive drugs.
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