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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing this letter in support of the petition filed by
the American College of Nuclear Physicians (ACNp) and the Society
of Nuclear Medicine (SNM) for rulemaking with the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting that the NRC amend its
regulations governing the annual fees charged to its licensees to
cover the NRC's costs ( Fed e r a l Hriglai.cr , October 13, 1992, page
46818).

;ss a health care professional I am concerned that the
additional fees required of licensees are ultimately passed onto
patients and further increase health care costs, particularly at
this facility where our Nuclear Medicine Department performs less
than 600 studies annually. Metropolitan Hospital is an inner city
facility with a high payor mix of medicare and medicaid patients.
Lec there by no mistake, additional costs to our nuclear medicine
program can jeopardize the financial viability and continued
operation of the service. The medical staff require and patients
must have access to nuclear medicine services.

I fully support the petition and further recommend that the
|j NBC provide an exemption for medical service licensees similar to
'

the exemption provided for non-profit educational institutions,
i.e., in recogn; tion of our unique contribution to society.

Sincerely,
m
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%d
Don Morrison
Operations Director
Metropolitan Hosp %al
Richmond. Virginia
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