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Mr. Samuel Chilk, Secretary
U, §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 205%%

Attn: Docketing and Service Branch
Dear Mr. Chilk:

1 am writing in support of Docket No. PRM-1170-3, the petition filed by the
American College of Nuclear Fhysiclians and the Society of Nuclear Medicine
requesting that the NRC amend its regulations on licensing, inspection, and
annual fees,

It {8 urgent that an exemption be provided for medical service simiiar to that
provided fer non-profit institutions operating reactors. Medicine, like
education, has beneficial impact on the public, and, again like education,
limited or no ability to pass cost increases on to “consumers" (patients).
Since the enactment of the fee progiam, almost 2,000 licensees, about a third
of them medical, have terminated their licenses, in some cases depriving
patients of the benefits of these procedures in rural areas and those supplied
only by small faciliti~a,

For licensees not qualifying for complete exemption, a sliding scale of fees
should be adopted, based on profit margin, rather than gross receipts,
recognizing the individual entity's relative size.

The NRC should be much more receptive than it has shown itself to be when it
develops new programs the implementation of which will have severe economic
implications for its licensees, particularly since it is now requiring those
licensees to assume the costs not only of compliance, but of the inspections
which daryment that complisnce. The recent decigiva ty ignore the burdens
imposed on medicine in the name of imaginary benefits, exemplified by the
Quality Management program opposed by the ACNP and SNM and criticized by the
Office of Management and Budget, is a most egregious example. It will cost
millions of dollars for the NRC to administer, millions which will be
extracted from a strapped profession.

Hoping that the NRC will act in recognition of its larger mandate, to inasure
the safe use of nuclear materials for the common good, by not financially
handicapping or destroying the profession most dedicated to that mandate, 1 am
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