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Notification in Accordance wi Lh 10 CFR 21. --

Reginn 1, USNRC Office of Inspection and**

Enfor camen L
Attn: Mr. Robert McClintock
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

1. Reference telephone conversation between Mr. McClintock and the
undersigned at 0943 hours on 11 December 1979, subject: Possible

,non-compliance wi th 10CFR, Part 3n. Section 30.19 (10 CFR 30.19),at
'

'Andrews Air Force Base, DC

2. The following information is provided as required.in 10 CFR 21,
Section 21.21 (b) (3)

a. Name and address of the individual infonning, the Commission:
1.t Col W111 Tam D. Moyer, Secretary ot' LIE ~ljSAT Radioisotope Cocznittee,

' AFM5C/SGPZ. Urooks AFB, TX 78235

76th Civil Enginear Squadron TCD,y_yhich fails to comply:b. Identification of the activit
), Andrews AFB. UC 20331

Identifica,t,i,0,n of finn supplying the comonent which fails |c.
to comuly:
Not applicable )

d. Nature nt' the f ailure to comply and safety hazard created:

Mr. Robert Nelson. u civiTiaii employee assigned to the 76 CES, 1

- disassembled a luminous energency exit sign cnntaining tritium (
gas, The glass tubes containing tritium were reassembled into I

another device designed and constructed by Mr. Nelson. Infur-

nation currently availabic indicates that no glass tubes were
broken. no tritium release occurred, and there have been no i

I

persnnnel exposures.

c. The date on which the information of failure to coriioly was
obtained. I became aware that the 76 CES posses's'ed tritium' ~ ~~

Fon'taiiicd in a luminous device on 6 December 1979. However, I~

ws not aware that the disassembly of the device had taken place
until 10 Docmt>er 1979.
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f. Number and ,lo, cat,ipn of ,cpmpp,nents which fai1_t.o ,cpmp,1y:. Notd
dppl 1Cdbl C.

g. Corrective Action: The Andrews AFB Radiation Protection Officer
(RPO) Capt Onhn Clegg, who is assigned to the Malcolm Grnw tl5AF
Medical Center, Andrews AFB, DC has secured the radioactive materials

' under lock and key and has been instructed to investigate the activities
in question and report his findings to the USAF Radioisotope Comittee
within 30 days. (See attached message)

h. Any advice given to purchasers or licensecs: Not applicabic.

3. The infonnation contained in this report resulted from telephonc con-
versations between Capt John Clegg und the undersigned. I do nul personally
believe there was a willful attempt on the part of Mr. Nelson, or any other
Air Force personnel, to ignore any flRC regulations applicable to the activities
in question.

4. Any questions concerning this report may be referred to me at (512)
536-3331.

N'
#

WI LIAM U. M0Y , Lt Colonel, USAF, BSC 1 Atch
Secretary, USA Rad ioisotope Comittoc Message 1117?l7. Dec 79
Office of the Surgeon General
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T@A : AFMSC ER00K5 AFD TX/SGP )
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INFO:

y

8-

Td! 76 A136 AfiDREWS AFB DC/CC
;

.
11014AC SCOTT AFB IL/SGP/06.M f

M MAW ANDREWS AFB.DC/CCNf Ji . /
.

.
- .. ,

76 CES ANDREWS AFB DC/CC.( ,

!

PALCOLii GROW 31$AF MED C H URE}!S AFB DC/SG
f/+'GJApt.WL @ .o Ocf.sG./f }

'

.
,

SUBJ: USE OF RADI0 ACTIVE 1%TERIAL AT ANDREWS AFD Du
j,

'

|.
..

'

THE USAF RADIDISOTOPE COMMITTEE QUESTIONS Tile LEGALITY AND SAFETY
.

. 1.
% **.*L

pg.g.
ASPECTS OF TliE USE OF RADI0 ACTIVE MA.TERIAL WITHIN THE 76 CES AT ANDREWS

, |

.
- , ..

SPECIFICALLY, WE ARE CONCER! LED ABOUT ACTIVITIES INVOLVING THE
J [ AFB.

,

f- ASSEMBLY OF TRITILSACTIVATED LUMINGUS DEVICLS BY HR. ROBERT NEL50H

OF TIIE 76 CES/DENRP, TilESE ACTIVITIES WERE IN N0tl-COMPLIANCE WITH AFR, p.
< ur .

M 161-16, SINCE APPROYAL IMD NOT BEEN OBTAIllED FR0t1 Tilt USAF RADIDISOTOPE
|

Y '. CEMITTEE. THE C0tHITTEE DELIEVES THAT THESE ACTIVITIES 1%Y AL50 DE
w t'

IN Noti COMPLlA!!CE WITll THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 10. CODE OF FEDERAL''

i

; REGULATIONS, PART 30, SECTION 30.19 (0.0 CFR 30.19). IN OROF.R TO.

).
' d- AYO10 AfiY POSSIBLE ALLEGATION 5 0F DELIBLRATE AIR FORCL NON-COMPLINICE
,

WITH lWCLEAR REGULATORY COMMIs5 ION (flRC) REGULATIONS, Tile USAF'

i / RADI0 ISOTOPE COMMITTLY HA5 NOTIFIEU REGION I, USNRC 0FFICE OFqo ,,

|
.
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! ItlSPECTIch MD EllTORCLMDIT OF THESE ACTIVITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH

li 7. 10 CFR 21.

E D' . i.2.''/THE ABOVE DESCRIDED OPERATIONS BY 76 CE5 SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY
'

TERMINATED MD ASSOCIAIED RADIDACTIVE fMTERIALS PLACED Ill STORACF-

UllDER SURVEILLANCE OF AflDRDIS AFD RADIATI0l4 PROTECTID'l OTFICDi(RPO)
'

,

:
.

UUTIL APPROVAL llA5 BEEN OETAINED FROM Tite USAF RADIGI50 TOPE CORlITTEE,,
,

:p,.AN.D Tile USilR.C IF REQUIRED. THE RPO .SHOULD CONOUCT AN INVESTIGATION 1,q -

( ,,1,tlTO TJtE USE.0F,PADI0 ACTIVE PATERIALS.BY THE 76 CES 10 DETERMINE
,

,

kET1(ER THE5E ACTIVITIES CONSTITUTE " MANUFACTURING" " PROCESSING", OR

T' ' PRODUCING" SELF-LUl11 NOUS PRODUCTS AS DESCRIDED IN 10 CFR 30.15'. 1|E j

: SHOULD FORWARD THE RESULTS OF HIS INVESTIGATION TO THE USAF RADIO-
1

A p*" ~ ISOTOPE COMMITTEE WITHIN 30 OAXS OF Tile RECCIPT OF Tills MESSAGE.

,F USING THE RESULTS OF Tile IllVCSTIGA1 ION, THE CuriMITTEE WILL CONSULT I.

T q Y')
i

@f ej WITH ThE NRC 70 DETEILMIflE THE NEED FOR LICENSIllG. I
f

j 3.'i 3. THE 76 CES SHOULD DE ADVISED THAT Tile PO$5ESSION, USE OR TEST-
1 y

Iy illG Of N(Y ITEMS CON 1AINING RADI0 ACTIVE IMTERIAL ON ANDRFWS AFB

' . ' - W5T BE C00RDIttATED IN ADVAtlCE ilITH THC BASE RPO AllD, IN KJS1'

i .- '
.
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( .' CASES, SUCl! REQUESTS I!UST BE FORWARDED BY THE RPO THROUGH C0fthflD
<

,.
.,.

tie MEDICAL CMNELS TO THE USAF RADI0 ISOTOPE C0t!MITTLE. Tilt 76 CESo..

kk T* O IS NOW PROHIBITED FROM POSSESSING,-USING, OR TESTIllG ANY SUCH

D'" 'HATERIALS UNTIL Tile PRESET 6 PRODLEMS ARE RESOLVED. THE 76 CES

i AND F.R. liEL50tl FR.!ST MVE WRITTLH AUTil0RIZAT10fl FROM THE USAF RADIO ,,,
,

'

ISUTOPE COfM11 TEE FOR N4Y FUTURE USE OF RADIDACTIVE iMTERIALS ON-

.
.,..

W. '.~ , u.AM.'REWS AFB. - -
.

. ., .
,

1

, p g.3.
.,4.. QUESTIONS.C.0HCERNIll3 Tilt AD,0VE,5HOULD DE DIRECTED TO LT COL

.

I WILLIAH B. H0YER, SECRETARY OF Tile USAF RAD 10150T01'E CUi211TTI.E,*

,

>
<

' f AUTOV0t1 240-3331.-
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VILLIAH B. MOYER, Lt Col, USAF, BSC"

r. s - AFMSC/SGPZ/3331/11DEC79
- --

,- .,

l . ' , " BRUCE P. GREGG, JR, l.TCOL .AG5C/5GP/3360
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"(d CASES SUCil REQUESTS IIUST BE FORWARDED DY Tiit RPO THROUGH cottano,

y" .

HEDICAL CilAliNELS TO Tite USAF MD10150 TOPE CortMITTLE. TIIE 76 CESE, i-v

s; . . . . . .1

3.2 t' .1/J15 NOW PR0llIBITED FROM POSSESSING, USING. OR TESTIfl0 ANY SUCH -

.e, ..

['.-).
d.' ' }MTERIALS UffTIL THE PRLSENT PROBLEH5 ARE RESOLVED. Tile 76 CES

,,.
Alto HR. fif.L50fl IUST HAVE WRIT 1LH AUTHORI7ATIOll FROM THE USAF RADIO ,..

ISOTOPE CCalTTEE FOR ANY FUTURE USE OF RADICACTIVE fMTERIALS ON.

.%... .... ..

g 7.,p. % W AFB. , . ., .
,

, ,

p.yw..d..JUESTIO,HS .CO.t,sc,cmsna Tnc. ADUyE.,SHOULD DE DIRECTED TO LT COL.
.

Q, ', WILLIAM B. H0YER. SECRETARY OF Tile USAF RADI0 ISOTOPE C0!211TTEE.

AUTOY0fl 240-3331.*
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WILLIAM B. H0 YEP., Lt Col. USAF, B5C
MP= g.> ' AFM5C/5GP2/3331/11DEC79 -
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1 .p DRUCE P. GREGG. JR. LTCOL KM5C/5GP/33GB
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