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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

PREALCRIAIN L 18 UNTTTD STATFS AR FORCE
WASINGTON, D.C. 203%0

12 Dec 1979
amscs SGPZ

PROONS ATD 1A

Notification in Accordance wilh 10 CFR 27.

Region L, USNRC Office of Inspection and
Enforcemernil

Attn: Mr. Robert McClintock

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

1. Reference telephone conversation between Mr. McClintock end the
undersigned al 0943 hours on 11 December 1979, subject: Possible

’non~gom21iance w]ge 10CFR, Part 30, Section 30.19 (10 CFR 30,19),at
ndrews Air Force Dasc, DC r

2. The following imformation is provided as required in 10 CFR 21,
Section 21.21 (b) (3):

a. Name and address of the individual informing the Commission:
It Col William B. Moyer, Secretary ot Lhe USAF Radioisotope Gommittee,
AFMSL/SGPZ, Lrooks AFR, TX 78235

b. Tdentificatlon of the activity which fails Lo comply:
76th Civil Enginear Squadron (LES), Andrews AFB, DC 20331

c. Identification of firm supulying the component which fafls
to comply:
Not app!icdb?C

d. Nature ot Lhe failure to comply and safety hazard created:
Mr. Robert Nelson, 4 civilian employee assigned to the 76 ([T,
disassembled a luminous emergency cxit sign containing tritium
gas. The glass tubes containing triftium were reussenbled into
another device designed and constructed by Mr., Nelson. Infor-
malion currentiy availabln indicates thiat no glass tubes were
broken, no tritium release cccurred, and there have been no
personnel exposures.,

¢, The date on which the informatiun of failure to comply was
vbtained. T becamc aware that the /76 CES possessed tritium
contained in a luminous device on 6 Decesber 1979, However, [
was not aware that the disassembly of the device had taken place

until 10 Decxmber 1979.
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il to comply: Not
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f. Number and location of components which fa

g. Corrective Actien: The Andrews AFDB Radiation Protection Officer
(RPO) Capt Jnhn Clegg, who is assigned to the Malcolin Grow USAF

Medical Center, Androws AFB, DC has sccured the radioactive materials
under Jock and key and has been instructed to investigate the activities
in question and report his findings to the USAF Radioisotope Committee
within 30 days. (Sec attached message)

h. Any advice yiven to purchasers or licensces: Not applicable.

3. The informalion conldained in this report resulted Mrom tetephone cone
versations between Capt John Clegg und the undersigned. 1 do nol personally
believe there was a willful attempt on the part of Mr. Neison, or any other
hir Force personnel, to ignore any HRC regulations applicable tc the activities
in question,

4. Any questions concerning this report may be referred to me at (512)
536-3331.

%M\H 8. MOYLS, Lt Colonel, USAF, BSC 1 Atch

Secretary, USAM Radivisoulope Committee Mescage 1117217 Dec 79
0ffice of the Surgeon General
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FepM : RAFMSC CROOKS AFD TX/SGP

7: 76 AbG ANDRCWS AFB DC/CC

INFO: #Q MAC SCOTT AFB IL/SGP/DEM

A8 MAY ANDREWS AFB.DC/CC

76 CES ANDREWS AFB DC/CC

MA com chclw ‘)gfi\}r Laro ,9,& 35 ij/l-'ﬂ 0C/SG
SUsJ: USE OF RADIOACTIVL HATLRI/\L AT ANDRLWS AFD OC
1. THC USAF RADIOISOTOPE COMMITTEL QUESTIONS TIIE LEGALITY AND SAFETY
A ASPECTS OF THE USE OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL WITHIN THE 76 CES AT ANDREWS
AFE. SPECIFICALLY, WE ARE GONCLRNED ABOUT ACTIVITICS INVOLVING THE

ASSEMELY OF TRITILMeACTIVATCD LUMIKOUS DEVICLS BY MR, ROBLRT NELSOH

OF THE 76 CCS/UEMRP, THESE ACTIVITIES WERE IH HONCOMPLIANCE WITH AFR

161-16, SINCE APPROVAL MAD NOT BCEN OBTAINED FROM THC USAF RADIOISOTOPE
COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE DELIEVES THAT THESE ACTIVITIES MAY ALSO GE

IN HON-COMPL IANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 10, CODE OF FELLRAL
REGULATLONS, PART 30, SECTION 30.19 (L0 CFR 30.19), IN ORDER TO

A/O10 ANY POSSIBLC ALLEGATIONS OF DELIGLRATE AIR FORCL NON-COHPLTANCE
WITH NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) REGULATIONS, TIHE USAF
RADI01SOTOPE MIﬂLE BAS KOTIFIED RCGION I, USNRC OFFICE OF

.. osgen GRE fﬂéﬁ/“
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INSPECTION AXD ENFORCLMINT OF THLSE ACTIVITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
. 10 CFR 21,
3477 .52, TYHE ABOVE DESCRIBED OPERATIONS BY 76 CES SHUULD BE IMMEDIATELY
TERMINATED AND ASSOCIATED RAUIOACTIVE MATERIALS PLACED Iil STORACF
UNDCR SURVCILLANCE OF ANDREWS AFD RADIATION PROTLCTION OrFICR(RPO)
' UNTIL APPROVAL HAS BEEN OETAINED FROM THE USAF RALIUISUTOPE COMMITTLE
qﬁqﬁmnmwm.wwmmmmeowmuwmmmxmmwmm

<us;wmix INTO THE USE,OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS.LY THE 76 CES 70 DETERMINE

WHETHER THESE ACTIVITIES CONSTITUTE "MANUFACTURING™, "PROCCSSING™, OR
“PROVUCING®™ SELF-LUMINOUS PROLUCTS AS DESCRlBtU IH Y0 CFR 30.1%. 1L
SHOULD FORWARD THE KESULTS OF KIS IKVESTIGATION TO THE USAF RADIO-
.1V JSOTOPE COMMITTEE WITHIN 30 QAXS OF THE RCCLIPT OF TIlIS MESSAGE.

e USING THE RESULTS OF THE INVCSTIGAYION, THE COIMITTEE WILL CONSULT

k- HITH THE NRC TO DETERMINE THE MEED FOR LICENSING.

. ﬁr‘ 3. THE 76 CES SHOULD CE ADVISED THAT THE POSSESSION, USE OR TEST-
ﬁ 3. NG OF AXY ITEMS CONTALINING RADIVACTIVE MATERIAL ON AMDRFNS AFB
FJST BE COORDINATED IN ADYANCE WITH THU BASE RPO AND, IN MOST

’
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CASES, SUCH REQULSTS MUST BE FORWARUCD CY THC RPO THROUGH COMHWAND
MEDICAL CIAMHELS TO THE USAF RAUIOISOTOPE COMMITTLE. THC 76 CCS
/1 IS NOW PROMIBITED FROM POSSESSING, USING, OR TESTING ARY SUCH
'MATERIALS UNTIL YHC PRESENT PRODLEMS ARL RESOLVED. THE 76 CES
AND PR. MELSON PRIST WAVE WRITTLN AUTHORIZATION FRUH THE USAF RADIO:
ISOTOPE CORMITTEE FOR AKY FUTURE USE OF RADIOACTIVE HATERIALS OK
| ANOREWS AFB. . . 3

4. QUESTIONS CONCERNING THC ADOVE SHOULD BC DIRECTED TO LT COL
WILLIAN B. HOYER, SECRETARY OF THE USAF RADIDISUTUPE CUISIITTEE,

tjb!

AUTOYOM 240-3331.
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WILLIAH B. MOYER, Lt Col, USAF, BSC
AFNSC/5GPZ/3331/11DECTS - -

BRUCE P. GREGG, JR, 1.TCOL AFHSC/SGP/3360
UKCLASSIFICD




CASES, SUCH REQUESTS MUST BE FORWARDLD CY THC RPO THROUGH CUMMAND
:» MCDICAL CHANNELS TO THE USAF RADIOISOTOPE COMMITTLE. THC 76 CLS
“1!; 1S NOW PROHIBITED FROM POSSESSING, USING, OR TESTING ANY SUCH
*™ "MATERIALS UNTIL THE PRUSENT PROLLEMS ARE RCSOLVED. THE 7€ CES

AND MR, NELSOM MUST HAVE WRITIEN AUTHORIZATION FRGM THE USAF RADIO-

I1SOTOPE cmnrnh FOR ARY FUTURE USE OF RADIOACTIVE HATERIALS ON

ANDRE&'S AFB, .

.....

'™ ‘QUESTIOhS CO.tcERﬁiiiﬁ THE AGUYE SHOULD OC DIRECTED TO LT COL

g

h HILUAN B, MOYER, SLCRLTARY OF THE USAF RADIOISOTOPE COIMITTEE,
AUTCYON 260-3331.
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WILLIAHY B, ¥OYER, Lt Co’]. Us,\r BSC
WS»/SGP../.?JJ]/HD&L?Q : e

GRUCE P. GREGSG, JR, LTCOL AFMSC/SGP/3368
UNCLASSIFICD




