3715 Turubridge brives,
sicrwuento, Caulifornia, 95823,
vestoier 22, 1979,

Uurold WK, Denton,
Director of the Uflice of Nucleur lleactcr segu.ation

apd

Joseph M, lUendrie, /// =~ nann Y

Chairran, U,8, Nuclear degulatory Comaissiexz, ) gfj]ﬂhxawviwﬁ\Lq

Vashingtonm, B,C, 20535, »’t‘,.\:% UGN
U\ U

Gentlemen,

Thanks to Mr, Denton for his prox=pt reply to my letter of June
14, 1979, LRancho Seco, in Sacrazmcnto, 18 oreesing along aud has had only
& few minor tie-ups since going back ¢o tze lize this summer, not enough
to upset tle power picsure here in Nortzern Califeornia during oue of the
Lottest summers in this area ou record,

As you know, Pacific Ges & Elec, Co. "loauns” power to SMUD when
dancho Seco is shut covn and gets it :ack wien it is ruunning, plus buyiang
all the surplus pover the facility turns ¢u= over and above what SMUD nceds
for ite own customers, Without Seco this swmms:r, this part of Califorrcia
would no doubt have experieuced drowu-outs and black-outs on the hottest days.

Public office buildings lLere hbeve kspt their thermostats at 80
degrees and SMUD GM william Walbredge did a gr:at jJob im his TV appeals to
SMUD customers t~ save electricity, acd tzex did, This winter the Utility
District is busy putting in chamges requested :y MIRC and upgrading perfor-
mance of all Seco's personnel,

Steps are also beinz taken tc ez u: & dispersal plan for all

persons liviog 1o & 10 mile radius of Secc¢, Ficific Telephone has a page
i tUle urea's pooce Dook with & map «f tze entire are~ showing zip code
numbers, If SMUD takes a suggestion giwvez Zt, shis page of a map showing
the zips can be used with all the majer h.gizwars overlaid on it, such as
l-5, 80 and 99 goiog perth and south‘anc :0 going west aud east and 50
¢oing east, Fortumately, major Ligh raciste from this area like spokes in
a wheel, Anybody currently living in tze l. m:le radius comld he evacuated
withoutwcrowding the highways siace 1t .8 arre sparsely settled than most

other parts of the area, Check tue ma; Zor zhe zip code aud chere/ﬁgnl:ﬁi ao
o . .

Since your suclear engineer *"i: res.deuce”™ at Seco is seeing to
it that SMUD is fust making it "fail eale', 9% per cent of tue people here
would like to see vou call off the Novemwdsr he:ring on Maucho Seco because
foee of Nuclear Power, such as a wealilr wciress we won't name, will gather
funds to fly im a.tiviets and "experts®” t¢ stir WP and cause scare tactics
to alarm local resideuts, They did tiis &t the trial of eleveu protestors
who scaled the feuces at Seco earlier tzis wear (not one was from Sacrarento
or other areas ad joinicg Seco) and muce & "cirzus out of it,”

The two montlu shutdown of Seco t21s yenr coet SMUD customers well
over two milliion dollars and Prxu cusiva.rs 32,2 willion as PG&L had to buy

o1l where it could to push production o= <:+ e.l fired plants to the tune of
as much es 328 a barrel, Now that Dits.o “+2y:n is ready to go, 1t is _costiv
PG&E custowere about.a zillion dollars o :z:v 1t interest costs on its much

over a billiop doliar plant, ia persozns. rsacr to go hut being held bLack fro
working, and in the value of tuoe eleciri:zit) z:t being turuned out, This does
0ot even mentlion tpat vast amount of ;rsc.:is :il that has to be used by the
utility that could bave been saved the z:2:2t .aablo Canyou goes on the line,
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Attachment:

Chewist Eugene.Vander Wall and Lis team came up with the
below mentioued process, which ilay Gareis of Aero=Jel General ie now
marketing along with his marketing group, They are talking to SMUD and
to managers of nuclear plante throughout the U.S5. aod the world,

Governor Dixie Lee liay of Washington aud the Governor of
Nevada have now bauned burying nuclear waste in their:states, Perhaps
the Federal Government could be induced to build two disposal plants
quickly at these two sites and nuclear plants in the natlion could be
charged for costs in disposing of their liguid aud solid low level radio-
active wastes, Tlhese sites for the plants would be & the dump sites
themselves aud all the dangerous muterials stored there now could be pro-
cessed and made harmless,

Garcia's phone én Sacraumento ‘is Ares Code 9163552722 and
he is there Monday through Friday, 8 a.m, to 5 p.m, Pacific Time,

NEW DEVELOPMENT BY AEROJET

A system for reducing the low
leve, radioactive wastes from nuc-
lear power plants by as much as ten
to one, developed by Aerojet Energy
Conversion Company of Sacramen'o,
will be used by Commonwealth Edi-
son Company of Chicago and
Carolina Power & Light Company of
Raleigh, N.C. in generating plants
currently under construction.

In making the announcement of
the contracts totaling nearly $6.5
million, Aerojet Vice President
Wayne E. Kramer explained that the
system utilizes a unique fluid bed
heat exchange process which con-
verte the low-level radioactive liquid
wastes to a free-flowirg solid which
has a consistency similar to table
salt. The salts then are mixed with a
solidification agent such as cement
and put into 55-gallon metal drums
for shipment to burial sites.

Low-level radioactive wastes gen-
erated by commercial nuclear power
plants consist primarily of materials
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The cost is about 2
uarcia,

and liquids from water purification
systems, laboratories, equipment
drains, laundry wastes, and cleaning
solutions. These low-level wastes
should be distinzuished from high
level wastes which are generated
during the reprocessing of spent fuel
elements.

Commonwealth Ed on will
utilize the system des.gned by the
California firm at its Byron nuclear
station 100 miles west of Chicago
and at its Braidwood station, which
is some 40 miles southwest of the
city. With a gererating capacity of
2240 megawatts each, the twe plants
will provide electric power to 2.2
million customers.

Under the terms of the contracts,
Aerojet will suppiy the hardware
and associated engineering services
to the utilities, who will install the
systems.

Aerojet Energy Conversion Com-
pany is a divisica of Aerojet Liquid
Rocket Company of Sacramento.
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