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Dear Sirst

This is to ecranent on the petition filed by the American College of f;uclear

Physicians and the Society of Nuclear Medicine (docket #PRM-17D-3). This

petition relates to tiRC fees for licensing and inspection.

Becauce of Congressional requirtrent, the NRC was required to substantially
raise its fees to authoriced users of byproduct material. This increase was
dramatic for medical users. Prior to the change in license fees, our

institution paid only a few hundred dollaro every few years for license
renewal, and only S200-300 for license amndment, we are now paying over S2000
a year just to maintain our li nse, let alone a fee of $1000 for license

renewal and fees of S450 for 1 .enne amendments.
>
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An institution such as ourc is able to pay this type of fee without excessive '

hardship. This may net be the case in the future, as those fees will almost
,

certainly increase. This is carticularly troublesome in an environment where
the government continues to decrease the amount of reirrbursecent for rnedical

I am particularly concerned about small hoap.tals in our state which maycare.

find it necessary to discontinue nuclear imaging. Our state is rural, and
currently has very few nuclear rrodicine facilities is it is. Any further
decrease in nuclear medicine facilities will worsen an already serious problem
with access to care.

Thank you for the opportunity to corment. At the time these fees were

initially proposed, there was very little opportunity for medical practitioners
to ccenent. I hope the tiRC will consider changes in the fee structure which

itll cecrease the burden to medL cl far-ilities, particularly smaller hospitals
and clinics.
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