MIDDLE SOUTH SERVICES, INC/BOX BIO0Q/NFW ORLEANS ., LA.70161/604) 528-68262

JOMN F VOGT, JR-VICE PRESIDENT
ENGINEERING AND QOPERATIONS

December 21, 1979

Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Denton:

Middle South Services, Inc. (MSS) which is the service company for Middle South
Utilities, Inc. is developing a reload design and safety evaluation capability.
The best estimate transient thermal hydraulic systems analysis computer code,
RETRAN, which has been developed by the Electric Power Research Institute
(EPRI) will be used for the transient analysis part of this capability. MSS
has joined with other utilities in requesting a timely review by the NRC of
RETRAN and the issuance by the NRC of a Safety Evaluation Report on RETRAN.
This RETRAN generic review request was transmitted to you by Mr. Stanley
Ragone, President of the Virginia Electric and Power Company by letter dated
October 22, 1979 (attachment 1). As a member of the utility group requesting
the generic review of RETRAN, MSS is committed to pay an ... il share of any

NRC review fze.

MSS intends to use RETRAN to gain a better understanding of reactor tran .ents,
to perform plant specific analyses, to supplement and verify vendor performed
generic analyses, and as the transient analysis tool supporting reload licensing
of the System's units., MSS has already made a presentation to the NRC concerning
the analysis support program for Arkansas Nuclear One - Unit 2 (docket no.
50-368) and Waterford Stesm Electric Statiom - Unit 3 (docket no. 50-382). A
copy of the presentation is enclosed (attachment 2).

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss our plans in more detail with you in
the interest of expediting the RETRAN review process.
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cc: Mr. Robert L. Baer, Chief, Light Water Reactors Branch No. 2
Mr. R. W. Reid, Chief, Operating Reactors Branch No. 4

SEAVING: MIDOLE SOUTH UTILTIES, INT - ARKANSAS POWER & LIGHT ZOMPANY « ARKANSAS MISEQURI POWER COMPANY

c LOUIBIANA POWER & LIGHT COMPAaNY » MIS
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