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Bote to John A, @riffin
Special Aseistant to Commiseioner Larson

BURIAL OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES IN MINNESOTA

regarding the burisl of radicactive westes in Minnesota. I have mo

information immediately availeble concerning the ststement made by AEC

Howard Shapar is preparing a reply to John Badalich'e letter of November 2

counsel at the Monticelilo heariog but 1 do want to pass on to you promptly

> the following:

*  The December 1966 burial by 3M Cewpany of natural uranium and

. thorium (in the form of contamination on equipment, etc.) -~ a

total of 4,83 millicuries, according to their report to Badalich -

'3 vas authorized by Section 20.304 of ARC fegulations (Part 20),
Prior AEC approval is not required im such situstions.

The July 1967 buriel of 38.6 millfcuries of enriched uranium and

the November 1968 burial of 3.5 millicuries of gnriched uran

: verc similarly authorized under Section 20.304., (This uranium

: undoubtedly was enriched to 931 since this is the material X
requested and was granted & license to possess and use,)

’ It should be kept in mind, however, that Appendix C of Part 20 was

emended, effective May 22, 1970, end that the amendment, among

other things, reduced the Quantity of uranium 235 that may be dis-
posed of by burisl {n soil by & factor of 5,000. (The Appendix C

value was changed from 50 microcuries to 0.0] microcurie. A
single burial may consist of up to 1,000 times the Appendix C

value.) Thus, the 1967 and 1968 burials of enriched uranium would
i not be authorized under currant AEC reguletions unless ¢ specific

i exemption was requested and granted,
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