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RECION V

- SVITE 202, WALNUT CREZK PLAZA €n
1990 N, CALIFORNIA OQULEVARD
WALNUT CREEXK, CALIFORNIA 14336

. March 31,71976 °

Dear Resident:

The U.S. Nuclear Requlatory Commission and the State of Nevada Department
of Hurman Resources raecently coooerated in a joint investigation into allega-
tions that emolovees at 2 radioactive waste burial eround near Beatty,
Nevada, had been removing equipment and materials from the site.

Our investication confirmed these reports and, with the cooperation cf the
residents of Seatty, we wcre able to recover many .tems. The recovered

{tems have besn returnecd $o the burial grsund., [ am pleasad to say that

our investigaticn indicates that there is no nealth hazard from radicactivity
in Beatty. .

. 2 '
We discovered during the fnvestigation that a number of st2el tanks, measuring
seven feet high by six feet in diameter, were t2ken from the burial ground
during the 1957-73 cericd and olaced in use in ths Beatiy area. These

tanks originaily were used to ship radicactive waste matarfals to the Baatty

.

facility. Ve have lccated many of these tanks and conducted radfaticn

- - -

surveys. Fortunazely, none nas showun any traces of radicactivity.

As a precautiocn, we are making a con fnuing effort to locate any additicnal
tanks that may nave bcen removed from the facild ty and survey them for any

traces of con.aminaticn. ve ~ould appreciate your halp in this effort.

If you have one ¢f these large tanks on your prc:erty and have reason %9

believe that it came from the lluclear Engineering Company (NECQO) facility

in Beatty, we would like to make arrangemants to survey the tanks at yeur
convenience, Plzase complete the a::acre. questicnaire {f you have one of
these tanks or any otker material that may have come from HESO and raturn

tew

the form in the enclosed addraessed onva1c_ For your assistance in identi~
fying the prcper tanks, we are including a drawéng on the back of this letter.
Your help will be assreciated. Our on1/ in terest is in assuring that the
public health and savety fis protected, f you have ary cuestions, pleasa

call !r. Herbers E. ook or Mr. Frank A, Wensiawski csliect at 415-288-3140
between 7:20 a.m. and 4:15 p.m., 'onday through Friday.

Vﬁ"y truly /"v"s.
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MAIL IN ENCLOSED ENVELOPE (NO POSTAGE NECESSARY) T0:

U.S. Kuclear Regulatory Commission
Region V

. 1990 N. Califeraia Soylevard -
Suite 202
Nalnut Creek, California 94326

PLEASE PRINT
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

ZI1P CODE

TELEPHONE  (702)

“
I have at my property the following material, which I believe may have
come from the ‘uclear Engineering Co. waste buria) facility in Beatty:

Large Steel Tank(s) (7 ft. high, 6 ft. diam), indicate quantity

The tank(s) presently in use for

Approximate year tank(s) acguired

Location ¢f tank(s)

Other material that may have come from NECO (briefly describe)

I understand .hat the Muclear Regulatsry Commission would like to
conduct A radiztion survey of this matzrial.

Signed)
.(Fg /
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Road into Seatty; northbound
Highway 25, photograpn taken
o approximately 1 mile scutn of

prevv o
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Disposal trench, MECC Beatt

facility. Poly sheeting in

foreground is an area orecared
,f,,,‘.,.rl] for concreta pour (liauid waste
W&«m Vst 1 solidification). 12 2ennett
<'f:,-‘,'r’f§ Suckets are in forward nars
g ,:‘i of trench awaiting gositiening.

. fo r.br

90003221 .

[I%U\@E\){ U' UL ATTACHMENY

U L)LJ\\. UuU LU B § S



'y

#3

Rear of local Seatty salcen
where larce concretz zatio
(subsequently removea) was
poured using czment mixing
truck from NECO facility.
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Enriched uranfum contaminatics
was identified in markec ars::
on upper right carner of largs
piece of plywosd visibie on

this shed. The oiece of piy-
wood was returned to the NECZO

site.

E ]
e . | ! A e u
- B o g o— b s o e g L u';’.‘\"i B )
. " g =yt - ¢ w - i z B o
. e i (W g 4 ¢ * ‘e P 2
> Ll s s S * 5 b & ?\/‘53 :'_ ) ‘

ATTACEMENT

s



I : iy

y

e M . B e

#7

Ind*vidua?‘ orfvate "museu~"
Many items, mostly radium re-
lated, were recovered at thi
location.
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Circled area incentifies
residence of formar !ECD ame

ployee., Many itams were
recovered at this lccation.
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»
Horse trailer on Individua) YR
ranch. Woed planks in back of
truck were contaminated. Orange
spray paint visicle an thne
planks was the methed of identi-
fying contaminated items for
later retrieval.
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Large AC Motors (1 to § H9)

3 0 o ¥ located at Indivicual
g £ Y A i Yo 3 PRanch marked for return %o
e o, N A - F et ) SEN £Cn e - i
K b e i "":_"", ool o i, T NECO site. Metal penels with
o b g Y T o P s i e < 0] associated door frames (from
;ﬁq .l 2% contaminated controlled access
g, W00 Y

room) in backgroung.
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#11

Qocr to nontaminated controlled
dccess room with weatherad
warning signg still attached.
Located near mezal panels seen
in photograpgh =10, Indivicual

‘ ranch.
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Bennett Buckets 2t Indivs
Ranch (one lving o
side is made up of i Cen
Buckets wecced tcgether
painted with alumirum =
paint). The three ry
are used for the stor

feed srain.
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#13

This individual 1s 2ointing to
"radioactive” markings an a
Sennett Bucket Tocated on
Indivicual Ranch.

ild

Bennett Bucket being ysed for

potadble watar.
Individua* residence.

Located at
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#18

Silo Constructed of four
Bennett Buckets located at
cement plant 3 miles norsh

of Beatty. LLL counting van
with cpen rear doors 1s visibls
on left.
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LLL technician setting up 5EZL!
detector for survev of tre

silo shown in photograch 13
Detector was piacaa immesiazel.
adjacent to the Tower Eennec:

Bucket,
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#17

A pertion of materials recovere:
ind returned to MECQ site. Arr-
indicates hofst supnert cone
taminated with PU-228. HECO
cement mixing truck c2n e seen
in background.
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A porticn of matariale recovers:
and returned $o NECD sit



#15

Clese-up of materials recoverac
and returned to NECO gits,
Arrow points to one of %uo
mixing devices contaminated
with enriched uranium.
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: Some typical materials recovere:
*{. -,g and returned to NECO site.
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NECO s1gn locatad cne !
ant
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Large spool, pice, plvwocd hox
and tractor tire visitle in thi:
photoqraph represent sceme of th:
larger items recovered and
returned to the MNECO site.

§22

mile

north of NECO rance ¢n
Higrway $5. The base and sign
tself were Taoricated frem

"Bennett Sucket" tops.
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