UNITED STATES /Ji«g el D%
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMA'ISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 f.“: \ :"j t

DEC 13 1979

Mr. Harry H. Wrinkle
3315 Turnbridge Drive
Sacramento, California ©5823

Dear Mr. Wrinkle:

Your letter of October 22, 1979 to Chzirmen Hencriz anc Mr., Denton has been
referred to this office for reply. Y:su eroressed zoncerr aoout the operation
of SMUD's Rancho Seco Nuclear Generating S:aticr, :articulerly emercency
evacuation plans, the hearing being concucted >y &= ~Atemic Safery and
Licensing Board (ASLB), and the econo~ic rardsn®2s asstciated with rlant
shutdowns. You also mentioned a propisal 2y fa2rajit Generel Corporation

for disposal of low=-level liquid radicact‘ve waste.

With regard to emergency evacuation planning, we 2:precizte your corments

and concerns and want to assure you t:at w2 ars weking with Federal, itate,
and local officials to enhance the emsrgercy plans at 211 operating nuclear
power plants. Needless to say, this ‘ssue is receiving more attention than

it had before the accident at TMI-2. A ccpy cf your letter has been forwarded
to the appropriate NRC Offices responsible for this issue.

As indicated in Mr. Heltemes' letter <o you of Culy 27, 1979, the responsi-
bility for decisions regarding the hearing cn Pancno Secc was designated to
an ASLB. In response to requests from Friends <f the Zartr, the Environ-

mental Council of Sacramento and Oricinal SMJI ®3tspaysrs fssociation, from
two individual members of the Board ¢ Di=ecters ¢ SM.D, énd the California
Energy Commission, the ASLB will convans : reering to ‘iticate issues that
have been ruled appropriate by the AS.B. Tris ~ee~ing is scheculed tc begin
in late February 1980. The public is invited t: éitenz =he hearing.

Your next concern related to the shutdown of Farcho Secc. As Mr. Denton
stated in his letter to you of July 23, 1:7%, w= w2re aw2re of the eccnoric
hardships encountered while the plant was shutdowr, OQur primary respcne
sibility is to assure the protection of t=e hea’th and safety of the public;
however, we have made every effort tc ave’d urnscessary <elays in the
resumption of operations at Rancho Sezc, :s wsl™ 25 thz 2trer Babcock &
Wilcox plants which were shutdown.

On Qctober 24, 1979, the Aercjet Snergy C:mve=s” 2~ Cortany submifted 2
. 1 .~ ) - N o -\ - - - s I -~ a MR T L
topical report for reviaw by the %2Ll. Pig rzzoms, “Figioective Wasts
4 " - - 5 - A am mgmm A s 1 . - -

Volume Reduction System,” descrites 2 sys=e ~ocess ng licuid anz
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“r. Harry H. Wrinkle P CEC 13 1°79

combustible radicactive wastes and converting these wastes intc a dry s:zl1z’
ash product. We assume this is the system you mentioned in your letter,

The NRC staff is presently developing a schedule for review of this rep:rt.
/e appreciate your interest and hope this information satisfies your cc-cerns,

Sincerely,
Pieite &, L Rlly

Lo W. F. Kane, Acting Chief
Standardization 2ranch
Division of Project M¢ ant
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3315 Turniridge Urive,
Sucraserts, Lulifornia, 95823,
October 2., 1:79,

liarold ik, Denton,
Director of the Uflice of Nucleur ileactor Hegulation

and
Josepb M, Uendrie, V///

Chairpan, U,S, Nuclear Hegulatory Commission,
Washington, b,C, 20555,

Gentlemen,

Thanks to Mr, Denton for his prompt re;ly to my letter of June
14, 1979, liancho Seco, in Sacrumento, ie breesing alocy aud has had only
a few minor tie-ups since going back on the line tais ezmmer, not eamough
to upset the power picsure here in Northern Califorzia luring oue of the
bottest summers in this area ou record,

As you know, Pacific Gas & Elec, Co, "loauns" power to SMUD when
dancho Seco ie mhut duwn and gets it back when it ie rusning, plus buying
all the surplus power the facility turus out over azd s:ove what SMUD peeds
for ite own customers, Without Seco this eummer, this zart of Califorrnia
would no doubt have experieuced vrowu-outs and bleck—outs on the hottest days.

Public offic. buildings here have kept trelr thermostats at 80
degrees and SMUD GM william Walbrédge did a great jeb 1z his TV appeals to.
SMUD customers to save electricity, and they did, This winter the Utility
District is busy putting in chamges requested by MC ani upgrading perfor-
mance of all Seco's personnel,

Steps are also being takenm to set up a dispe-sal ap _for all
persons liviong 1o a 10 mile radius of Seco, PFacific Telephone has a page
I3 THTs Brea'sn phcoe Dook with a map of the entire ares showing zip code
puabers, If SMUD tnkes a suggestion given it, slLis pa; of a map showing
the zipe can be used with all the major highways overlaid om it, such as
1-5, 80 and 99 going perth and south‘and 80 going west aud east and 50
going east, Fortunately, major high radiate from thkis area like spokes in
a wheel, Anybody currently living in the 10 mile radius cosld he evacuated
without.crowding the highways sinoce it is more spersely settled than most

other parts of the area, Check tue map tor the zip code and chere/$§g§3ﬁ§ no

Since your puclear enginee:r "in resicerce” &zt Seco.is seeing to
it that SKUD is fast making it "fail safe", 99 per cent of the people her
would like to gee you call off the November hearirzy op .aucho Seco becauge
foee of Nuclear Power, such as a wealthy actress ve wot't name, will gather
funds to fly in activiets and "experts" to stir ©p and cause scare tactice
to alarm local residents, They did this at the triel ¢! eleven protestors
who scaled the feuces at Seco earlier this year (mot oz: was from Sacraments
or other areas adjoining Seco) and mude a "circas oct ol it,"

The two month shutdown of Seco this vewur coer: SUUD customers well
over two miliion dollare and PGXE custuvmers 38,2 millicz as PG&L had to buy
0il where it could to pusb production on the o1l fired :lants to the tume of
us much as $28 & bareel, Now that Diablo Capron .3 rea.y to go, it .3 _costiu
PGE customers about.s wmillion dollars s dav in izteress costs on its much
over a billion dollar plamt, iu personnel reacy tc go t:it being neld back fro
working, and io the value of ihe electricity zot t2ing -urned out, Tais does
Dot even mention that vast amount of precious oil TZet :as to be used by the
utility tsat could have been saved the momenut Laa..: Cizyon goes ou thae lige,

Acero=Jegt General Corporation of Sicfam*.%0 L.s cOwe up witl a meas
to reduce low level ligquid atemic waste 90 per eert %0 i residue that won't
Jurp, absorb moisture and will not "eat througu® mezaul, .lay Garcia 1s mer=-
cbandising tue device., See Attacued clipping frog & le:al pt}L¢cn;aoa, Four
have been sold to U,3, Nuclear Planta, ) ?_/{_:,A¢,Cﬁ/7' A

= Tl v
Ernsee 3, %riokle
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Attachment:

Chewist Euagene.Vander Wall and Lis team cume up ®ith the
below mentioued process, which ilay Gareis of Aero=Je® General is now
marketing along with his marketing group, They are talking to SNUD and
to wanagers of nuclear plants throughout the U,S, und the worid,

\
\
\

Governor Dixie Lee lay of Washington aud the Governor of
Nevada have now banned burying nuclear waste in their:states, Pernaps
the Federal Government could be induced to buila two disposal plants
quickly at these two sites and nuclear plants in the nation could be
charged for costs in disposing of their liquid aud solid low level radio-
active wastes, TLese sites for the plants would be a the dump sites
themselves and all the dangerous muterials stored there now could be pro-
cessed and made harmless,

Garcia's phone én Sacramento is Area Code 916--355-2722 and
he is there Monday through Friday, 8 a.m, to 5 p.m, Pacific Time,

NEW DEVELOPMENT BY AEROJET

A system for reducing the low
level radioactive wastes from nuc-
lear power plants by as much as ten
to one, developed by Aerojet Energy
Conversion Company of Sacramento,
will be used by Commonweaith Edi-
son Company of Chicago and
Carolina Power & Light Company of
Raleigh, N.C. in generating plants
currently 1"1der construction.

In making the announcement of
the contracts totaling nearly $6.5
million, Aerojet Vice President
Wayne E. Kramer explained that the
system utilizes a unique fluid bed
heat exchange process which con-
verts the low-level radiocactive liquid
wastes to a free-flowing solid which
has a consistency similar to table
salt. The salts then are mixed with a
solidification agent such as cement
and put into 55-gallon metal drums
for shipment to burial sites.

Low level radicactive wastes gen-
erate 4 by commercial nuclear power
wiants consist primarily of materials

SACRAMENTO BUSINESS

The cost is aboutr 2
Garcia,

POOR ORIGINAL

and liquids from water purification
systems, laboratories, equipment
drains, laundry wastes. and cleaning
solutions. These low-level wastes
should be distinguished from high
level wastes which are generated
during the reprocessing of spent fuel
elements.

Commonwealth Edison will
utilize the system designed by the
California firm at its Byron nuclear
station 100 miles west of Chicago
and at its Braidwood station, which
is some 40 miles southwest of the
city. With a generating capacity of
2240 megawatts each, the two plants
will provide electric power to 2.2
million customers.

Under the terms of the contracts,
Aerojet will supply the hardware
and associated engineering services
to the utilities, who will install the
systems.

Aerojet Energy Coaversion Com-
pany is a division of Aerojet Liquid
Rocket Company of Sacramento.

OCTOBER 1978

million dollars euch according to

Hil
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Europe ,Commm‘ed Tol Nuc! ecr Power

B) Don Cook = L ) Fp nuclear power plams on.ils order booxs.,  arpower.astd eFren ha:e doing.-

Los Aogeles Times W ¢ +- ;including components for two plants being ® Sweden = Six nuzlear power pm;s
' . iy i~ builtinCuba:; <-vni = producing 3,760 megawaits or 25 percent
- PARIS = On the RhQﬂ!R-gf CLSK .Of ;= « -In Western Europe, Bmam has the larg- of the nation’s electricity, carrently thc
France's seccnd largest city, Lyew Lhe ™ .

’ 'es‘ number of plants in operation, France highest proportion in Turope. Swed«n alsc
great outer shel of theiworil's ﬁ"" is next and West Germany is in third has the strorgest asti-nuclear lobby in
commercial.fast-dreecer cuc.2az reacor . place. France will move to the top io the ;. +.Eyrope; two aew pliats have been com-

‘ unurmg compkun R nextthree years.r =._ - “¢+ 7 . . pleted but the goverament bas not given
In 1983, it'is scheculed 10 sart !eedmg“f_q “The following is a country- by-counu'y iy permission for them to_ be Pt mw opm
200 megawatts of electricity — ezough . > survey of the status of nuclear power and’ tion "7 By i :®

-(o supply 600.000 Zomes — inte ttue French .p-—mepohucal problems involved in the prin- Six additional plans are ‘.mng Bt to

'pouersymm.““ A - capalcounmes of Western Europe: - be ready by 1951, and if and waen'they are

“Being bwlt oy z Frenzh-German-:alian*. _"i'e France — Sixteen nuciear power sta-  alil producing it will mean azother 3.00¢
',consorUum at a1 estimated cost of §14 i _tions in operation, producing 7,960 meza- ~ megawalls, making Swedea 45 percen’
-billion. the Scpe-Paenix resstor is sym-I" waus or 12.5 percent of the naiion's elec- * _dependent on suclear electriczy.

bolic of the iong-2rm commitment e most '": mcuy The French have by far the largest - . e Belgium = Four plants. producinc
_everywhere io Exrcpe to meet tze il cri-+*" nuclear program of any country in Europe ' * 1,660 megawatts or 2] percez: of the aa
-5is by steppit g L2 Whe produczon or:ucle- ..> =a total of 33 additional stations (includ- *  tion's electricity. There is noi much of ar
.arpower. _. - . ing the Super-Phenix) that will come into- :: anti-nuclear lobby in Beizium. Fourrr.:)rr
« - Al present. nu:lear power accouzts for; “,operahon between now und 1987, w add plants are being buii. 16 produce an ad

0.3 percent of Lze electricity produced in - T another 34,000 megav.au.s to \heir nuclear * lional 1,860 megawaits by, 1983, At o
‘the nine count<ies that make . the - -capacuy ) s . point, Belgium will zet 45 percent of

’C’)r'\fﬂO'\ Markst, compares wil “: ’ B) hat time, Fra1ce will get aa 35.1' A electricity from nuc! 8ar power.
apercent iz tne United Siates. By 1285.-% mated .60 percent of its electricity from * " g ¢ i ariand = Four plar:s préduc.
‘plants axrca..y under’ consruslica . are 3 nuclear piants, more than any other coun- - 1,660 megawatts. ot about 14 percer !
-expected 10 Lacriase Lhe nucar 5.-4!1 in, 7 try in the world, according to curren: . “ino nation's power. A fifth plant g
"Winect Lirspe o 4 parteat. - - -+ projections. ", '+ . intooperationin 1981, \n.h 950 megam t
Fast-breecer cevelopment:aioe United | [ o West Germany — Fifteen nuclear, . an¢ wo more afier that wik 2900

- States,along wils other aspects of maclearw g0 ions operating. producing 9,305 mcga-
power, is bogzec downin poliical. wehno- " yauis or about 10.4 percent of the nation's

logical, envirozmental, FRpsaL0ny and - electricity..Under construction or planned. ..,
safety argumecss. while ih: Eurtoeans . .« sian in the near future are |1 otber
Aare moving sieacily ahead. " i Zplants that will add 12.000 megawatts o -

* The sole American breede” p=0j#CL @0 * .3oacity, Seven more pianis are in ihe

-, megawatts. . .- . g

® [taly = Four phms producmg 1.4¢
megawaits,’ less than 3 percent ofthe na
tion's electricity. Ttree more plants ar
under construction and two are planned.

2xperimenta. reactor oeing biu: at Zlinch, . long-range planning stage. 5 *4  ® Spain - Three panis, producing i.0°
River. Teno., tis just survived azolner .. The political probierus surrounding rmegawatls; two more usder constructior
Sdministration sffort Lo eli: Timate & BY . guciear:powerin Cermany are mghly . With a firm commuimen: o add sever
cutu ngoff.(sf’mnc.ag - _-complex because of the division of powers . MOre. v “: g .. < P
--‘...e ch_ F_‘_—j ouild n....e...r “oower - between the [ederal and state govern- J Elsewhere in Europe. the Dutch ka.
?;“}-‘dmssf “-'*_h: "nca\-*" ~e; -‘“’;; ’:\e menis. large supplies of nawral gas and Ro;:er
iy ,,;,,-5',‘, 'x.;o aaccfcjn:s-s: 7;:{;' T ‘e Britain — Thirty-three plants operat- - dam is the oil refining cenier for ail o
:-a;e-;zcnear ;6“.7‘;50“:&,& t;_eir:;o‘é;: iming. producing’iust over 8,000 Megawals L Europe. so there has Seen no jreatneed ..
st : .or-12 percent of the nation's electricity. - considera nuclear program,

stations. Gezeraly. they bave roors confisg,
dence in nuc.eas power and new manage
=heir plannicg with {ewer prociems be- ¥
cause of the ini2riocking of gcvermment -

.Eight more plants are under constructios ¢+ ' Norway. awash ia-North 5ea oil, anc
to provide an additional 5.000 megawatts.. - with an enormous poteniial {er hydroele
and twc are in the long-range planning  “tric power, has had no need for nuciear

il i s stage. power, ‘although the GquestaIn is, unde
\ority over pabiicly ownel uiliLes. : : v 5
“”.;2:‘!’:,::‘ - ':f :,”, lrzsuons Because of the adven: of North Sea oil.  study and public discuss.on.
h - ghout ,;' e’:‘.lr:.xr"( Lonsah pot the British have not been under any grea: Denmark has no nuc.2ar sower and -
% S U Y L t d rapidly with n " stronganu-nuciear iobby, - - -7 7
35.000 mezaaaty ¢l power. daveniy-seven pressure to push ahead rapidly wi usle- strong | 3 ;
additions. "eo<ar saucns are under '
& 1L ’
consiruclisn of are .anaec fof iTmoie © |, It's all ¢
tion by the miol.e of ihe to=.2f Catade. ‘ . 2
and 3l are dlaszad for '.:e 895, ! n the Bee N
in Easters Zurcoe, ner: are g.aants | . pe
I
GhGer ConsiLoLan Lhal over ine 2ext five . | ClOSS!fled §.
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