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Dear Chai aendrie:

'

Toe Council umderstands that the Commission staff has proprsed to
prepare 2 series of eanvironmental assessments (40 C.F.R. § 1508.9) em
the various stages of the decontazination and possible restart of the :
Three Mile Island Uznit 2 reactor. (See NUREG-0591, p. 1.) The first
assessment, which was released in August, discussed only that segment of 1
the propesal addressing the cleanup, temporary storage anc handling of
the low level contazizated water iz the TI Umit 2 auxilliary building
sanks. The WRC staff stated that the actual disposal of the water "will
be covered iz a separate assessment. Io additicn, treatment and disposi-
tion of [the high level waste] water iz the rTeactor contaimment bullding
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w11 alse be covered iz a separate assessment.’ (NUREC-0591, p. 1; see 1
ilso Co==ission's Stazenment of May 25, 1§7¢.) Apparently, the NRC stalf 1
nas iodizaced that another assesszent will be prepared oz the fusture L
velease of radicactive gases froz the Teactor contaimment bullding. L
Other =asks vhich have vet to be decided include the comstructioz and
spezazics of additicnal vaste matagenment systens for treatment of wastes 1
generazed by the cleamup operations, the removal of fuel from Unit 2, b
ctner decentazisarion and preparaticns for restart, and the restar: i
iegel?” 1z is our understanding that some of the imitial decontazmina~ ?
siozs activities may ultimately imvelve discharges c¢f contaminated water i
iavo the Susguehanna River, |
{

we ave concerned that the NRC staff's review at TMI, as 4t is now

slansed, will result in inappropriate segmentation cof the issues (40 ;
C.F.R. § 1502,4(a); see also 1508,.18, 1508.27). In additiom, it appears t
that several of the alternative operations being considered for I Unit

2 w11l have sigoificant impacts on the enviromzent. In these circum- b
stences, an environmental impact statement (EIS) should be prepared (40 :
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. foreseeable cperations which would inmvolve the discharge or release of
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C.F.R. § 1502.3). We believe it is important to meet with you azd
explore the possibilities for isplementing the Natiomzl Ezvircozental
Policy Act while allowving for tizely dec.n:am_.a:icn of I. The
Coumcil's NEPA regulations are flexible emcugh to accomodate the demands
of the cleanup without jeopardizing the quality or usility of the NEPA
reviev process itself.

Absent emergency circumstances (40 C.F.R. § 1506.11), as EIS must be
completed prior to taking any action which will sigmificantly affect the
eavironment. It would be useful, therefore, for us to discuss those

Tadicactive materials inmto the eaviromment. We believe it is izportant
for the Commission to integrate the NEPA process intoe its plazning for
Three Mile Island at the earliest possible time. 40 C.F.R. § 1501.2:
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Andrus v, Sierra Clud, ‘et al., B.S. » 47 U.S.L.VW. 4676, 4677 ﬁ i
(June 11, 1979). r
we look forward to cooperzting with you oz this éifficuls prodlien. 3
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