UNITED BTATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMSSION

REGION 111
799 RODSEVFLY ROAD
GLEN ELLYN, ILLINOIS 60137

April 28, 1976

L. B. Higginbotham, Chief, Safety and Environmental Programs Branch
office of Inspection and Enforcement, Headquarters

NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY (MONTICELLO)

LICENSE NO. DPR-22 (DOCKET NO. 50-263)

COMMENTS CN THE MONTICELLO LICENSE AMENDMENTS - RADIOLOGICAL
ENVIRONVMZNTAL MONITORING PROGRAM

We have reviewed the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant license amerdments,
dated October 15, 1975, and March 1, 1976, in which the licensee 1is
proposing changes to the Radiological Environmental Monitoring Program.

We have examined the proposed program both against the content of the
existing program and against the guldance of the proposed Regulatory

Guide, "Environmental Technical Specifications for Ruclear Power Plants."

First, confusion exists as to what the licersee is proposing. The
content of Table 4.8.1 in the March 1, 1976 proposed license amendment

is the same as the existing TS Change 15 dated January 15, 1975; only

the pagination is changed. However, the content of the proposed

October 15, 1975 license amendment is different from that of the existing
Change 15,

In reference to the content change of the proposed October 15, 1975
license amendment, it appears that the proposed changes de-~emphasize
gross beta analyses. In addition, some sampling such as lake water,
precipitation, and lake bottom sediment which was probably not serving
as an effective indicator of potential plant radiological environmental
effects has been deleted. Also film badges for beta-gamma dose have
been deleted. The TLD's should serve the same purpose. As recommended
by Reg Guide 4.8, meat and poultry as sampling media, were not included
in the proposed license amendment.

Particular attention should be addressed to the virtually complete
failure of the proposed program to include radiostrontium analyses
in various media. Furthermore, no radioiodine analyses of drinking
water is proposed as recommended by Reg Guide 4.8.
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In terms of the collection site, improvements have been made in
specifying sampling locations, particularly at the points of highest
X/Q. However, no sampling of milk from the nearest existing milk cow
(1.5 miles NW of the plant) (FES. p. V=30) is being done by the
licensee or included in the proposed license amendment. Furthermore,
no sampling is done of river sediment and indicator organisms in the
immediate downstream area of the discharge point.

In addition, several collecticn frequency specifications include
unnecessary exemptions te sample collections. For example, it seems
unlikely that specified samples will be unavailable for an entire
semiannual period; yet the licensee proposes to collect semiannual
bottom and shoreline sediment, periphyton or macroinvertebrates,
aquatic vegetation, and fish semiannually "when available." Collection
frequency flexibility ceems more applicable in situations for which

the collection period is small or rigidly specified such that it may

be 1ikely that there could be no sample available for the duration of

a period.

A number of individual instances of minor inconsistencies between the
proposed program content and the recommended content in Reg Cuide 4.8
has been identified as pointed out in the enclosed attachment of

Table 4.8.1.

Jages M. Allan, Chief
Eyel Facility and Materials
< Safety Rranch

Enclosure:
As stated
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