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[ am pleased to respond to your letter of August 3, 1979 te the. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) which was referred to me for reply. .In you
letter, you urged that work be halted at nuclear power plants presently
under construction until inquiries into the March 28, 1979 accident at
Three Mile Island, Unit 2 Nuclear Power Plant have been Eai k’tqd.ffp
R4 i G R RN s S TR I L A A
The NRC staff is curront1§ conducting a thorcugh 1nvest1g&€¥%hfbf'thl&(g ;
accident at the Three Mile Island plant. This investigation includes " *
potential design deficiencies in the plant, plant operator respense to the
accident, including operatsr errors and/or misinterpretation of plant
instruientation, and all other aspects of the accident which might Tead to
fnformation that would improve the safety of nuclear power plants. The i i
recommendations resulting from the President's Conmission, the NRC Thrqmggwégﬁ:;;,
Mile Island Special Inquiry Group, and continuing staff 1nvestfgcttonsf?gfﬂggf*&g
will be applied, as appropriate, to the design and operation of nuclear “'?,*t?;'
power plants. ke expect these recommendations to be available by the
encd of the year or shortly thereafter. Based on our investigations to
cate of the accident at Three Mile Island, we believe that allowing the
construction at the various plants to proceed for this short period of
time will not foreclose modifications to the design and coperation that
may be required for these plants,

e,

we appreciate your concern and assure you that every effort is being made
to protect tne hedlth and safety of the public. We hope that the above
information is useful to you in assessing your concern.
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Sincerely,
Original signed by
£ G.Case
Harold R. Benton, Director ”
5 _ Ay Cffice of Nuclear Reactor

| ¥ ; ‘j.i'tc-,"."{ W FAN e -v"l": "?‘b e N
Rie LSSt Ee, T T ok T T T
17 An,{ o
M_ oy RS

i
A IE g RByAG
3 (o P K iy
AW G0 it Ay ol M

ARS 2

oercan | LHRT O B oot UCART] B CUDTS o A G By Wi, 0 Sy
wousep | BBuckley/red] =~ JStolz | DSwanson ~|Svarga | aseallp —LISeton '
oo |3/ /79 L 9..179. 1. 8/24/79......).B/28/19 .. .. .9/8179 .. DO

nC FORM 318 (376) NROM 0248 : o Sevemamaut sniwting errick: 1874 - sos T‘m.” PR oA T ;.‘siv i ',

i Vi Ut-‘iUé/g'Q



Distributi ey 'fw:qq’} b '
Docket Fi lel- 50-368 vk i i s ’
NRC' PDR A E Hughes :
‘,Local PDR i/, v g4 - Biow Moore
.EDO Reading T

Y NRR Reading

E”'H 1ton Hg o oA
G Ertter (07144)
W% Groff .
ad to mnm bé' T lcttcr of August 3
ss‘tan MG’ fch was referred tg
lll that work be halted at nucleay’ power plants pmspn&ly- }
tion wuntidl inquiries into the ch 28, 1979 mc.tuot me
) t 2 Nuclear Power Plapy have b}en conplu :
e [ BRI D

: rnntl y conducting a orough 1nv¢’m:mm
accident at the Thring Mile Island planys * This investigation includes
potential design defigiencies in the lant, plant operator response to. t’hl-
accident, including opdeator error and/or misinterpretation of’plant o
mstruuentnion and al Npther aspécts of the accident which, @gm l‘ud. w
information that would improve tHe safety of nuclear power pla»ﬁs.“ sTher i f _
rucomndc’cf’ons resulting f omLhe President's Commission, the NRC Three. . ugdid. e
Mile IsTand Special Inquiry Ofoup, and continuing staff tavutimfonsﬁf A2 o 3~ "
will be applied, as appropriatd, to the design and operation of nuclear Syl
power plants. We expect ese recommendations to be available by the
end of the year or shortfy thereaXter. Based on our 1nvestigations to
date of the accident a¥ Three Mile\sland, we believe that allowing the
construction at the rious plants t¥ proceed for this short period of
time will not foreng:e modifications {0 the desiyn and operation efe
bhe-phant that mgy be required. i I jadxe V""""‘

we appreciate
to protect
informat i

Alabama. 35565 1
e
31¢voman :

979 to, tﬁo‘_ clea
e for reply.  ln you)

1 am.ple
hﬂuﬂwo
" Netter, you'\
under const‘r
Thru, Mi

f thl

our concern and assure you Xhat every effort is being made
e health and safety of the pubNic. We hope that the above
is u%eful to you in assessing yohr concern,

Sincerely,
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We appreciate yourv cencern and assure you that every effort is being made
to protect the health and safety of the public., We hope that the above
information is useful to you in assessing your concern.
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: I am pleased to respond to your tetterBof" 90ERst 3, 1879 to the Nuclear
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i As you knoug the Nn-f;taff 1s currentiy cond ting a thorough 1nv¢st19atton Y S
: " of the accident at thé\Three M{le Island pldnt. This investigation’ 1nclh&hsg?4¥3§
{ potential design deficimpcies in the plang/, plant operator response to the
_ accidcnt 1nc1udﬁng operadtor errors and/gr misinterpretation of plant ,
er aspects Af the accident which might lead to
e the safety of nuclear power plants. The ¢ ;ﬁ
alion will be applied to 2ll nuclear powe
ction. Based on our investigatiom of
accident at the Three Mile LslandUnit 2 plant, we conclude that allowﬁngﬁ Y
the construction at the various Alangs to proceed will not foreclose the "
ability of the utilities to maKe plany modifications that will be required
by the MRC, The Alabama Powgr Company,\whom we assume you refer to, will
also be required to implement the requirey modifications, to the ex'enf that
they are applicable, at both its operating glant, Farley Unit 1 and Farley
Unit 2 whose constru ct1ou is approximately 75§ complete.
/
We appreciate your cowcern and assure vou that every effort is being made
to protect the health and safety of the public. hope that the above
information 1s uSe}Aﬂ to you in assessing your concarn,
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