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. Thank you for your letter to Mr. C. Kamerer of our-Of fice of' CongressionalM.N P 1

helpful to you in responding to the specific concerns of your" constituent.%fgjgAffairs, ' dated May 23, 1979., lihopef the' following 1.nformatifon . willi bei, ' Ii

~ . |d "gy ,

. % & ?.. t . . w. h.f k |.. - ~ . ~ . ' ,I' .
. 4L.. . . s...,

Following the. discovery that radioactively ~ contaminated clothing hac been . ..f 4 0/.' t misplaced in an unauthorized-portion 'of the Three Mile Island.Nuclea'rj C 46hW
' < Statio' , Metropolitan EdisoFCompany instituted additional.icministrative f$/ db . !n

~

I proceoures' designed to preclude a recurrence of this error. Speci fically , 'i' |.

! these procedures include the following precautions: (1) prior to any trash
'

{L -j removal from the protected (innermo^st fence) area, Health Physics. personnel
i are to De notified in order that a radiation ' urvey can be perf ormed to" , ,| ''].91 - js

.

! ensure no racioactive material is present; and (2) contents of all truckF NMM J
f will be surveyed prior to being released from the protected area.J To, thi' Ok$g |

~ '

s y
% '(, Q?S{{ gdate, no similar incidents have taken place. ~ ' ' "

L
c

Regarding continuing releases of radioactive liquid effluents, except for '

',

oischarge of waste water cecontaminated by the existing EPICOR-I cecontam-
ination system and cischarge of slightly contaminatea (approximately

710 -microcuries per cubic centimeter (uCi/cc)) waste water from Unit 2
tstent witn the f acility operating license, oischarge of waste water to

the Susquehanna is currently prohibited by tne Commission (Ref. Comission
istatement of 5/25/79, a copy of which is enclosec). Controlled releases of

' small amounts of radioactive liquids ana gases are ueing made from tne TMI .
Nuclear Station, however, all racioactive releases, to Doth the Susquehanna '

;

River and to the atmosphere, are being continuously monitored. The cumulative
j total of all radioactivity released to the Susquehanna River from the cay of y ,

the accident (March 26,1979) to May 31,1979 (latest available total), is- A,

|j 0.32 curie (Ci), excluaing 15.37 Ci of tritium. This compares to a release. 4

limit of 10 Ci (excluding tritium) in any calencar quarter of a year, as speci--,

! fied in the technical specifications.. j
;

.

-'

;?q< <w.

| Currently, Iodine-13L rele'a'se rates" to thecatmosphere are- approximat;ely# '.0[uC.$ i #1

(0.000001t cdries)Xper dayMich equa'tesnto 1~.2Jx,10 ;5,uCi per 'second., sThih O M

..rel' ease rate. is:'approximatelyu600-times below'~t'he current tectinidicspecTf3h[f
n

' '

W'Q l
f ic'atron]limitCf'odlodine21R re1[ede{ 7.do'ble gas. releases from TMi 3 hithf y $ h k l.

' average less than. 0.0002 C1/sec, are more than ten times bel' w' the, NRC estab ;' , A, '- o
l i shed -li mi ts.
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.of the. site. ' These estimates' would. not change significantly ,1f updated. tom /
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Jq J STATEMENT

' #
fg The staff is directed to prepare an Environmental Assessment regardingos

proposals to decontaminate and dispose of radioactively contaminated waste

water ~from the Three Mile Island facility. The Assessment will be divided

into several portions. The first portion of the Assessment will ' deal with the

proposed decontamination of intermediate-level waste water using the EPICOR-II

system at TMI. The Assessment should include discussion of potential risks to
'

the public health and safety, including occupational exposures and the risk of

accidental releases, and a discussion of liternatives to the EPICOR-II system.

Pending completion of this portion of the Assessment and opportunity for '

.

public comment, the staff should direct the licensee not to operate the

EPICOR-II system. Testing of the EPICOR-II system without using contaminated

waste may proceed. txcept for discharge of waste water decontaminated by the

existing EPICOR-I decontamination systemN and discharge of industrial waste

waterN as consistent with the facility operating licenses, no discharge of

waste water shall be permitted until completion of a second portion of the

Assessment dealing with any such prc : sed discharges. This portion shall in-

clude a discussion of alternative: t r aischarge into the Susquehanna River.

The decontamination and disposal of -3h-level waste water will be the subject
;

of a subsecuent Assessment. Howest ;",e Director of the Office of Nuclear

Reactor Regulation may authorize m:. es deemed necessary to cope with an

.

N Primarily pre-accident waste mter from Unit 1 which has been partially
contaminated by water from Unit 1, with an activity Tevel of less than
1 microcurie per cc. prior to treatment and with an activity level approxi-mately 10-7 microcuries per cc. in the discharge canal after treatment.

U
Waste water slightly contaminated (approximately 10-7 microcuries per cc.)

~ due to leakage from secondary plant service support systems. The di.scharge
of this industrial waste water is necessary to maintain TMI Unit 2 in a
safe condition.

,',

1
-

_ _ _
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