DISTRIBUTION:
Docket Files EDO
NRR r/f ENO r/f
2 1979 LLTF r/f J. Cook
- . 0cT H. Denton SECY
‘ E. Case Kammerer
L. Gossick . Berkow
R. Mattsnn D. vassallo
F. Schroeder D. Muller
R. Ireland D. Eisenhut
Docket No. $0-320 R. Tedesco 0CA
The Honoratle Car®  ~vin G. Ertter (ED0-7367)
Unfted States Se T. Schultze
Washington, D.C. PR
Dear Senator Levin | LPOR
Your letter of June i 9 to the Department of Energy concerning corres-
pondence from Mr. St Frefi of Frankemmuth, Michigan has been referred
to the Nuclear Regul: *{esfon. Mr. Frei noted that a radiation detec-
tor signal could he - transfer of contaminated water from the Three
Mle Island, Unit { waimment building sump to the auxiiiary build-
fng. His obserw and this matter has received considerable
attention with'n w A recently Tished report, "TMi-2 Lessons
Learned Task Force: { and Shert-Terw Recommendations,” NUREG-0578
(copy enzlosed), reco < diverse signals be provided at all reactors
to inftiate containmen: lon. Such a provision would have prevented

‘ :'»f" Went transfer of w.cer from the TMI-2 sump had 1t been provided fn the

The problem at TMI-2 was very sfuply that sutomatic contzinment fsclation was
fnitfated only on a contaimment pressure signal. Since pressure rise was = °
quite slow, the sump pamp turned on and began transferring water well before
an {solation signal occurred. Subsequent fnvestigations have revealed that,
while considerable water was transferred from the reactor building sump, it
did not contribute substantially te the activity 1n the auxiliary building as
once believed. Operators turned the sump pump off about 38 minutes after the
start of the event; this was well before the core was damaged. It ‘s now
certain that the source of high activity in the auxilfary building was leakage
from systems which were in service subsequent to core damage, principally from
:uh:]zactor coolant lTetdown system, portirns of which are n the auxiliary
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If we zan provide any further assistance,please let us know.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY R. G. SMITH
(olle

Lee Y. Gossick
! . Executive Director for Operations
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Alnited Diates Henatle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2082

June 11, 1979

Nuclear and Cther Resources
Federai Energy Lepartment
Roomw 4446, Mass. Avenue
wWashington, L.C. 2058%f

Lear Sirs:

Enclosed you will rind correspondence from Mr. Stepnen
L. Frei of Frankenmuth, Micnigan. 1 would appreciate your
locking into this matter for me. ERlease-address any

COETESTONGONEE 60 Kad-ll - my stagf.

Thank ycu fcr your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Carl Levin
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I have very carefully followed all available news infor-
mation concerning the incideut at the Three Mile Island plant
and have found no mentiocn of the fact thati contamination of
the environment could have been prevented by lucorporating
a radiation detector into the automatic switch res onsible
for turming on the sump pump that transferred contaminated
vater from the highly protected reactor containment cell to
the unprotected auxillary building,

I hope that I don't appear foolish in writing to you
about something so owious, but I was wondering if you conld
find out if the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is aware of
this simple safety feature wvhich could prevent similar con-
tamination in the eve:t of any future nuclear accidents at
other plants includirg the cne bdeing constructed at Midland,
Michigan,

I, and likely others of your constituents, would greatly
appreciate knowing that the NEC is indeed aware of this area
of concern a# [ am sure that the HRC is, at this time, more
concerned with the cause of the sccident itself,

Respectfully,

Stephen L, Frei
11576 King Ed,
Frankenmuth, Mich, 48784
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