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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Attention: Document Control Desk

References: Facility Operating License No. NPF 86, Docket No. 50 443

Subject: Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 92 014 00: Missed Technical Specification .

Surveillance on Seismic Monitoring Instrumentation

Gentlemen:

Enclosed please find Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 92-014 00 for Seabrook
Station. This submittal documents an event which was discovered on August 27,1992 and
is being reported pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B).

Shauld you require further information regarding this matter, please contact Mr. James
M. Peschel, Regulatory Compliance Manager, at (603) 474-9521, extension 3772.

Very truly yours,

f{h
Ted C. Feip nbaum

TCF:MJM/mjm

Enclosures: NRC Forms 366, 366A
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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission October 1,1992

Attention: Document Conttol Desk Page two

ec: Mr. Thomas T. Mastin
Regional Administrator
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region 1
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mr. Gordon II IIdison, Sr. I'roject Manager
Project Directorate 13
Division of lleactor l'rojects
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Mr. Noel Dudley
,
~ NRC Senior Resident inspector

P.O. Ilox 1149
Seabrook, Nll 03874

I N1'O
Records Center
1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, G A 30339
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On September 1,1992 North Atlantic Energy Service Corporation (North Atlantic) identified
a missed Technical Specification surveillance on the Seismic Monitoring System (IN).
Technical Specification 3.3.3.3 requires that all seismic monitoring instrumentation listed in -

Table 3.t7 to be OPER Alli.E at all times. A monthly channel check is required for some
of these seismic monitoring instruments to demonstrate OPERABILITY of _ the seismic
rnonitoting system.

On August 25, 1992 Nor!h Atlantic personnel initiated the monthly channel check on the
seismic monitoring system, llowever, since a channel calibration was being performed
concurrently on part of the seismic monitoring system at the time the channel check was
being performed the channel check of the triaxial time history accelerographs could not be
completed. The test documentation was annotated to show that the portian of the channel
check for the time-history accelerograph:, would be performed later. During the calibration
a def! 'ency was identified in the triaxial response-spectrum recorder. The instrument was
removed for troubleshooting and repaired, it was reinstalled in the system on August 31,
1992. The retest for this instrument was satisfactory performance of the channel check
procedure. A partial channel check was performed on August 31, 1992 to accomplish the
retest of the response-spectrum recorder, flowever, the need to perform the portion of the
channel check procedure for the time-history accelerographs was not identified at this time.

On September 1,1992 a Shift Superintendent identified the missed suiveillance and directed
that a channel check be performed on the time history accelerographs. This surveillance
was performed with acceptable r e s ult s. Ilowever, the surveillance requirement interval,
includina the 25% extension allowed by Technical Specification 4.0.2, was exceeded bp
approxin. ly 24 hours.
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Technical Specification 3.3.3.3 requires that all seismic monitoring instrumentation listed in
Table 3.3 7 be OPIIRAlllE at all times. The surveillance requirements for demonstrating
OpHR AlllLITY are specified in Table 4.3-4. Included in these required surveillances is a '

monthly channel check for certain seismic monitoring instruments.

On August 25, 1992 a monthly c' .,nnel check was performed on the seismic monitorh g
system in accordance with North Atlantic Station Operating procedure OX1457.01, ' Seismic
Monitor Monthly Channel Check *. This channel check verifies that all time. history
accelerographs, seismic switches, and response spectrum recorders of the seismic monitoring
system which require a channel check are functioning properly, llowever, since a c'innel
calibration was in progress at the time the channel check was being performed, one stion
of the channel check procedure, the check of the trinxial time history accelerographs, could
not be performed. The Repetitive Task Sheet, which is the administrative vehicle used by
North Atlantic to document surveillance test accomplishment, was properly annotated to
show that the monthly seismic monitor check was only partially complete, and that section
8.4 of procedure OX1457.01 would be completed later.

During the calibration of the scismic monitoring instrumentation North Atlantic identified a
deficiency on the containmen foundation triaxial response spectrum recorder. This deficiency
was identified on August 28, 1992. The instrument was removed, repaired, and returned to
the system on August 31, 1992. The specified retest for the instrument was to perform a
channel check per section 8.3 of procedure O X 1457.01. This retest was accomplished oni

August 31, 1992. Ilowever, the need to also perform section 8.4 of procedure OX1457.0 t
in order to complete the monthly surveillance was not identified at this time.

On September 1,1992, at 2004, the Shift Superintendent identified the fact that sectmn 8.4
had not been pc. formed during either of the two previous channel check surveillances. IIc
directed that this section of the channel check procedure be performed. .This action was
completed at 20:7 on September 1. Ilowever, the specified monthly surveillance interval,

| including the maximum allowable extension of Technical Specification 4.0.2, had been
( exceeded by 24 hours.

*

S AFETY CONSEOUENCES_

There are no adverse safety consequences associated with this condition. A channel check
on the time histoy accelerographs was performed on July 23, l' . with acceptable results.
The channel check performed on September 1, 1992 demonsated that the time-history
accelerographs were still operating properly. In addition, the seismic monitoring
instrumentation does not perform any control or protection function for the safe operation
of the. plant. The only action statement associated with this event it :o file a special report
to the Commission if one or more of the seismic instruments specified in the Technical
Specifications is inopuable for more than 30 days. The instruments associated with this
cycnt were inoperable from August 25 to September 1,1992, 'His a special report is not

. required.
1
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The root cause of this event was determined to be inadequate communication between the
shift originally perforrning the surveillance and the shift performing the retest, and between
she work control supervisor and the shift performing the retest. The shift performing the
ret st was not aware that section 8.4 of the surveillance procedure had not been performed
during the partial Surveillance on August 25th and needed to be performed in addition to
the retest for the work performed on the triaxial response spectrum recorder.

CORRl!CTIVE ACTIONS

The portion of the surveillance that was missed on August 31, 1992 was performed
immediately following its discovery on September 1,1992. This surveillance indicated thar
the triaxial time history accelerographs were operating properly. The Operations Manager
will review this event with each operating crew and with the Work Control Supervisor
stret. sing the importance of adequate communications within the department.

PLANT CONDITIONS

The plant was in MOD." 1, Power Operation, at 95 percent power wi:h a reactor coolant
system temperature of $85'F and pressure of 2240 psig.

North Atlantic has reported other instances where surveillance requirements were missed.

1.icensee Event Report (LER) 92-003-00 was issued in March 1992 to report several
instances when Technical Specification Surveillance Requirement 4.7.1.3 (verifying
Condensate Storage Tank enclosure integrity) had been missed and one occasion when
Technical Specification Surveillance Requirement 4.7.10 (temperature in the Fuel
Storage Building Spent Fuel Pool Cooling Pump area) had been missed.

LER 90-009-00 was issued in March 1990 to report that Technical Specification
Surveillance Requirement 4.6.1.3 (containment air lock operability) had been missed.
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