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Operation of Reactor Containment Building

Carboun Filter Unitc Prior to Containment Purge

Houston Lighting & Power Company (HL&P) submits this letter
to clerify the operation of reactor containment buildinc carbon
filter units prior te containment purge. The South Texas Project
(STP) Sufety Evaluation Report (SER) states in Section 11.3.1 that
"before refueling, the containment atmosphere is recirculated for
16 hours through the czontainment cleanup system for airborne
radioactivity removal."”

Operation cf the STP Reactor Containment Building (RCB)
Heating, Ventilating and Air Condilioning (HVAC) System is
described in Section 9.4.5.2.3 of the STP Updated Final Safety
Analysis Report. The section states in part:

The Containment Carbon Units, designed as nonsafety and
nonseismic, opeirate only during normal plant operating
conditions. These unils operate to reduce the
radioactivity levels in the Containment atmosphere prior
to personnel access and befure Containment purging.

The Normal Containment Purge Subsystem operates during plant
shutdown conditions. This subsystem is used to maintain a negative
pressure on containment to reduce the potential for a release and
to provide air circulation. The Supplementary Containment Purge
Subsystem operates durino normal plant operating conditions. This
subsystem is designed for a smaller flowrate than the Normal
Containment Purge Subsystem. This system is primarily uscd to
control containment pressure and could be used to reduce airborne
radiocactivity if required. Two radiation monitors are installed
to monitor the normal purge exhaust and the supplementary
containment purge exhaust air.
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