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Mr, William Dircks :
Execut;ve Director for Operagloqs
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
hashington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr, Dircks:
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The Honoreble Ronald keagan
President of the United States
Wrhite MHouse

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Reagan:
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I sure hupe you are concerned,
mail &t the address belo

... D:11ingham, Jr.
pP.0. Box 124 ?
Glen Rose, Texas 7
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Sefety problems at Nuclear Power Plants
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c? any heip, please contact me by

kevill Dillingham, Jr.
re 0. Lo 122

Glen Rose, Texas 76043
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Department of Lnergy
Washington, D.C. 20555

Mr. Arvill Dillingham, Jr.
Post Office Box 124
Glen Rose, Texas 76043

Dear Mr. Dillingham:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Farch 31, 583, e President
Reagan reletive to safety problems at nuclear poierplants. On behalf of the
President, permit me to provide additional vievrcints for vou consideration.

As you know, oversicht of the sefety of commerciel nuclezr powerplents is
primerily the responzilility of the U.S. Nuglesr Tesulatory Com-icsion, Its

coverar: invalves the siting, corstruction, operstion, mrintengn e. and
resfunctioe i T ocenerating stetioney 1te ¢ tses include licensing.
inspective, enfcrienint, 800 continuing resez-: n: geve.opment cirected
toverd irivovec gifely for plantunriers enc tr. ~ublic under all foreseeahle
congditions.,

te "ernior) Report™ for 1979, the lommiseiir sunlished the fo1)on tno

Renorting Defects and Noncoroliance

O gure €, 1677, the NRC publichad in th: Federa) Regicter 2

reci izLicn (30 OFL Fert 21) setting forin the reQuivencnts for

Vrodersnting Jection 206 of the Energy roanizaticr Lct of 1974
1e officere of & firn invelved i

Indivices) ¢ireztors or responsit n
the v chedr dntuttvy are required to rizvt noncomnlignce with KRC
rec.leliens or tre evistence of defects wrich coule create & sub-
stantial health enc sefety hazard. Any such person who knowinaly
anc consciousiy fails to provide the required reporte to the 120 1is
subject to e civi! penalty not to exceed $5,000 for each failure and
& totel amount not to exceed $25,000 within any 30-dey period. The
reculation becem:z fully effective on Januery 6, 1978,

1o further ensure quality of materials and workrmanship in nuclear powerplants,
the Com~ission stations 1« ident inspectors onsite to monitor the output of
engineers and contrectors. Our records indicate that such inspectors were
locatea at the Comanche Pea: generating station during 1978 and 1976,
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in ¢ Decevher 167 adorese to an Atomic Energy Forum conference, however, the
current Creirman of the hucleer Regulatory Commission, Nunzio J. Palladino,
recognized thet there have been lapses in design analyses, in constructien
practices, and in other aspects of powerplant administration. He called upon
the utility companies to examine their policies on quality control and to
perform audits of their quality contro) measures to further ensure public
safety and confidence in the industry,

Earlier that year, President Reagan had issued a statement endorsing nuclear
power as "one of the best potential sources of new electrical energy supplies
in the coming decades." In encouraging modification of the licensing and
regulatory process, however, he recognized that any changes to be made must be
"consistent with public health and safety,”

To ensure thet your concern fo- nuclezr powerplant
in thét ares ére civen arprop-igte visibility, 1 ha
Jetter to the hucieer ¢ 1gtery (o sicn for thei
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i1Vingnec: to spedt out on the subject of nuclear power it e
BnC VOO Ere €acoureced to continue to express vour view: &: fut
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