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On March 28, 1985, a work order’was assigned by the Major Modifications Group to
contractor personnel to perform removal and reinstallation of foam seals around
penetrations V9007 and V9008, These are floor penetrations through the fifth floor
of the Auxiliary Building. The foam seals were removed to facilitate the installa-
tion of fire dampers in HVAC ducts that passed through these fifth floor penetra-
tions. After the dampers were installed the foam seals were reinstalled. The work
order properly identified the penetration seals as fire rated assemblies required

by technical specifications, and a fire watch was established as required by Techni-
cal Specification 3.7.8.

On April 2, 1985, while the foam seal work was ongoing, the contractor requested to
have the machine used to install the foam seals replaced with a recently purchased
unit. The contractor supervisor contacted the Detroit Edison Maintenance Section
General Foreman requesting that the floor plug located on the fourth floor of the
Auxiliary Building at coordinates H-12 be removed to allow transport of the foam
seal machines.

The Maintenance Section General Foreman directed maintenance contractor personnel
to remove the floor plug. The floor plug which is a fire rated assembly and CO
suppression system boundary required by Technical Specification sections 3.7.8 gnd
3.7.7.3 respectively, was removed at about 1330 hours. Contrary to the plant
technical specifications, a fire watch was not established within one (1) hour. A
fire watch was not established because at the time the personnel involved were not
aware that the floor plug was required by plant technical specifications.

On April 4, 1984, the Nuclear Operations-Fire Protection Supervisor was making a
routine inspection of the area when he discovered that the floor plug was removed.
He notified the Nuclear Shift Supervisor (NSS) of the condition at 1445 hours. The
NSS directed maintenance personnel to reinstall the floor plug. At 1540 hours, the
floor plug installation was completed. During the time the floor plug was removad,
the plant was in operational condition 5 with core alterations in
progress for initial fuel load. There were no significant operational occurrences
as a result of the event.

Because replacement of the foam seal machine was not a necessary activity for com-
pleting the penetration seal task, removal of the fourth floor plug was not
included in the scope of the work order. If it had been part of the scope, the
procedure governing preparation and processing of work orders would have required
the preparer of the work order to:

1. identify on the work order that the work scope involved the removal of a fire
barrier,;

2. include specific provisions in the work order for reinstatement of the fire
barrier, including ensuring that actions were taken so that Technical Specifi-
cations were not violated.
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The procedure also requires that work performed must be limited to the scope speci-
fied by the work order. When requested to remove the fourth floor plug, the
Maintenance Section General Foreman considered that it was a support activity that
did not require a change to the work order. Also, because the floor plug was not
labeled to identify it as a fire barrier, no one involved was aware of the signifi-
cance of its removal nor did they contact the NSS.

An evaluation of this event indicated that the impact on the effectiveness of the
C0, suppression system was negligible, and that the fire zones in the area have a
log combustible loading. Also, both of the fire zones are inspected hourly by &
roving watch. Although the fire watch was not cognizant of this specific situa-
tion, he was monitoring the area for placement of transient combustibles as part of
his duties. During the time the floor plug was removed, the fire detection systems
in both zones were operable, and portable extinguishers and hose stationc were
available.

The following corrective actions have been taken:

1. Work order procedures, and procedural and technical specification requirements
for fire barriers have been reviewed by appropriate Maintenance Section and
contractor personnel.

2. All floor plugs which are part of & rated fire assembly or CO, system boundary
have been labeled with appropriate warning and authorization ;equirements.
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NP-85-432

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Conmission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

Reference: Fermi 2
NRC Operating License No. NPF-33

Subject: Transmittal of Licensee Event Report

No. 85-004

Please find enclosed LER No.85-004-00, dated May 6, 1985,
for a reportable event which occurred on April 2, 1985,
As indicated below, a copy of this LER is being sent to
the Region III office.

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Sincerely,

D R

R. §. Lenart
Superintendent
Nuclear Production

Enclosure: NRC Forms 366, 366A
ccs Mr. P.M. Byron
Regional Administrator
USNRC Region III

799 Roosevelt Rd.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
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