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On April 5, 1985, while the Reactor Protection Channel 3 overtem-
perature Delta T trip bistable and overpower Delta T trip bistable
were in the tripped mode, in accordance with the applicable steps
of a calibration procedure, the leads of a resistance temperature
detector in Reactor Protection Channel 4 were opened. This
resulted in overpower Delta T and overtemperature Delta T reactor
trip signals being generated. The cause of the event has been
attributed to utility personnel performing resistance temperature
detector failure response testing without procedural guidance.
This event occurred while the reactor was in the hot shutdown
mode with all control rods fully inserted and the primary boron
concentration greater than 2000 ppm. The reactor trip breakers
opened on actuation of the reactor trip signal.
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At 0954 hours on April 5, 1985, while the Reactor Protection
Channel 3 overtemperature Delta T trip bistable and overpower
Delta T trip bistable were in the tripped mode in accordance with
the applicable steps in procedure CP-403 (Calibration and/or
Maintenance of T Average Channel 403), the leads of a resistance
temperature detector (RTD) in Channel 4 were opened. This !

resulted in a reactor trip signal being generated. This event
occurred while the reactor was in the Hot Shutdown mode with all
control rods fully inserted and primary system boron concentration
greater than 2000 ppm. The reactor trip breakers were in the
closed position prior to the event and subsequently opened on
initiation of the reactor trip signal.

.

The cause of the event has been attributed to u,tility personnel
performing'RTD failure response ver'ification without procedural

'

guidance. Instrument and Control technicians were. performing a-
*

calibration of the primary system average temperature indicators,.

and had placed the Reactor Protection Channel 3 bistables in the
tripped position as per their calibration procedure. The techni-
cians were inside the Main Control Board reinstalling an average
temperature indicator which had mechanically failed during the
calibration. The utility personnel received permission to
perform the RTD failure response testing and, unaware of the
calibration in Reactor Protection Channel 3 which was being
performed inside the Main Control Board, opened the leads from a
RTD in the Reactor Protection Channel 4 rack. The opening of the
leads of the B loop hot leg RTD caused the RTD to be.seen as
failing to a high temperature, which in turn caused the indicated;

differential temperature for channel 4 to increase. The differen-,

i tial temperature signal exceeded the reactor trip setpoints for
overtemperature Delta T and overpower Delta T in channel 4, which
with channel 3 in the tripped mode completed a two out of four
logic for a reactor trip signal. Since the reactor was in the;

hot shutdown condition and all the control rods were inserted at,

the time of the event the only actuation was the automatic
opening of the reactor trip breakers.

! Those personnel involved were aware that the plant was in the hot
shutdown mode and felt that no adverse affects would result from
their testing. This event is an isolated occurrence and those'

personnel involved are aware of the consequences of performing
testing in the protection racks without using the proper admini-,

strative controls and procedural guidance.
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May 3, 1985

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: LER 85-005, Automatic Actuation of the Reactor
Protection System (RPS)
R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant
Docket No. 50-244

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.73, Licensee Event Report
System, item (a) (2) (iv) which requests a report of, "any event or
condition that resulted in manual or automatic actuation of any
Engineered Safety Feature (ESF) ~ including the Reactor Protection
System (RPS)," the attached Licensee Event Report LER 85-005 is
hereby submitted.

V truly yours,

m
R er W. Kober

RWK/eeg

xc: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region I
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, PA 19406
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