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On April 4, 1985, the Reactor Core Teolation Cooling (RCIC) svstem was
inadvertently isolated during a monthly functional test. A misunderstanding
between the operator and technicians led the operator to return a switch to
"normal" while test equipment remained connected to the circuit. The
configuration of the test equipment was such that, with the switch in normal,
the circuitry initiated an RCIC isolation. The RCIC isolation logic allows an
isolation by a single channel trip signal.
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Description of Reportable Occurrence

At 2135 on April 4, 1985 the Reactor Core Isolation Cooling (RCIC) system
inadvertently isolated during a monthly functional test. The isolation is
considered an ESF actuation since containment isolation signals were actuated
to isolate the system.

Initial Conditions

The plant was operating at 47 percent power. The RCIC isolation bypass test
switch was in "Bypass" for the test of the main steam line tunnel high
temperature signal delay timer.

Status of Redundant or Backup Systems

All ECCS were operable.

Nature of Occurrence

As the technicians neared the completion of the test, they requested an

operator to restore the bypass switch to normal. The operator arrived at the
Upper Control Room panel and transferred the switch to normal. The

technicians working behind the panel had not yet removed the test equipment
however. The configuration of the test equipment was such that, with the

switch in normal, the circuitry initiated an RCIC isolation. The RCIC isolation
logic allows an isolation by a single channel trip signal.

Immediate Corrective Actions Taken

The RCIC system was returned to a standby operable status in approximately
20 minutes.

Apparent Cause

The cause of the isolation was a misunderstanding between the operator in the
Control Room and the technicians working in the Upper Control Room. The
technicians working behind the panel were not seen by the operator when he
arrived and this was also a contributing factor.

Supplemental Corrective Action

The necessity of direct, face to face, clear communication during performance of
these type surveillances has been emphasized to the personnel involved.
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Safety Assessment

the event,

HPCS system is operable.

The RCIC system was out of service for approximately 20 minutes. Technical
Specification 3.7.3 allows for a 14 day out-of-service period provided the
HPCS and all other ECC systems were operable during
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DOCUMENT SCREENING RECORD SHEET

Document Screened: LER 85-015-0, AECM-85/0146

Condition Being Reviewed: Inadvertent RCIC Isolation

Conclusion:
[ ] Deviation requiring evaluation (10CFR21)
[ ] Deficiensy requiring evaluation (10CFR50.55(e))

[X] No further evaluation required

Remarks: On April 4, 1985, the Reactor Core Isolation Cooling (RCIC) system
was inadvertently isolated during a monthlvy functional test. A
misunderstanding between the operator and technicians led the operator to
return a switch to "normal” while test equipment remained connected to the
circuit. The configuration of the test equipment was such that, with the
switch in "normal", the circuitrv initiated a RCIC system itolation. The RCIC
system was out of service for approximately 20 minutes. Technical
Specification 3.7.3 allows for a 14 day out-of-service period provided the
HPCS svstem is operable. The HPCS system and all other ECC systems were
operable during the event. To prevent subsequent events of this type,
memoranda have been generated to emphasize the necessity of direct, clear
communication during performance of these type surveillances. The memoranda
should reduce the probabilityv of recurrence.
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May 3, 1985

NUCLEAR LICENSING & SAFETY DEPARTMENT
Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

SUBJECT: Grand Gulf Nuclear Station
Unit 1
Docket No. 50-416
License No. NPF-29
File: 0260/L-835.0
Inadvertent RCIC Isolation
LER 85-015-0
AECM=-85/0146

Attached is Licensee Event Report (LER) 85-015-0 which is a final

Yours truly,

-

L. F. Dale
Director

. Richard (w/a)
. Kingsley, Jr. (w/a)
. McGehee (w/a)

Reynolds (w/a)

. Taylor (w/o)

Butcher (w/a)

Mr. James M. Taylor, Director (w/a)
Office of Inspection & Enforcement

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dr. J. Nelson Grace, Regional Administrator (w/a)
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Region II

101 Marietta St., N. W., Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Member Middie South Utilities System
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