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During routine activities, the licensed reactor operator observed a CAM-1-90-250
upscale alann and, after verification that the alarm was errcneous, declared the
CAM inoperable at 1330. Hourly samples were taken until 2000 when the maintenance
personnel relayed to the chemical analyst that the as found on the CAM had two of
the three channels working properly. The chemical analyst, through personnel
error, failed to continue hourly samples on the inoperable channel until the CAM
was returned to service at 2358. The samples taken and the return-to-service
readings all indicated no abnonnal releases to the environmente
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With units 1 and 3 in cold shutdown and unit 2 in a refueling outage, the licensed
reactor operator on unit 1 noticed an upscale alarm (AA) for CAM-1-90-250 (MON).
After verification checks, the CAM was declared inoperable at 1330, hourly sampling
was adhered to per Surveillance Instruction 4.8.B.l.a requirements until 2000.
However, the CAM was not returned to service until 2358. The calibration source
had slipped down to the detector giving upscale readings.

The chemical analyst received information from the unit 1 operator that maintenance
personnel had found two of the three channels operable. Through misinterpretation
of approved plant procedures, the analyst incorrectly concluded that a four-hour
sampling frequency was acceptable. This frequency error was found during the
cognizant review of the sampling surveillance instruction.

CAM-1-90-250 monitors releases from the reactor building ventilation system (VA)
associated with unit 1. Units 2 and 3 have independent CAMS and were operating
normally during this event. The monitored readings from all operating CAMS and CAM-
1-90-250's two operable channels (halogen and particulate) indicated that during
this four-hour period no unusual releases occurred. Also, the readings for the
inoperable channel (noble gas) returned to its approximate same previous readings
when returned to service at 2358.

The personnel error was due to failure to strictly follow approved plant
procedures. The person involved was disciplined. " Live-time" training was given
to all chemical shift supervisors on this occurrence. No further corrective action
is planned.
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant

P. O. Box 2000
Decatur, Alabama 35602

May 3, 1985

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Sir:

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY - BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT (BFN) UNIT 1 -
~

DOCKET No. 50-259 - FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE DPR-33 - REPORTABLE
OCCURRENCE REPORT BFRO-50-259/85010

The enclosed repo: t provides details concerning the discontinuance of
CAM hourly sampling due to personnel error. This report is submitted
in'accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 (a)(2)(1).

Very truly yours,

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

h.C w
G. T. nes
Plant Manager
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant

Enclosures
cc (Enclosures):

Regional Ackninistrator INPO Records Center
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Suite 1500
Office of Inspection and Enforcement 1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Region II Atlanta, Georgia 30339
101 Marietta Street, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

NRC Resident Inspector, BFN
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