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On March 28, 1985 at 2202 hours, the Gaseous Waste Disposal (GWD) Tank was
released without a redundant sample analysis. Since one of the two
radiation monitors was out of service, redundant sampling was required
and failure to do so was a violation of footnote (a) to Technical Specification
(T.S.) table 3.5.5-2. The reason the redundant sample was not taken before
the GWD tank was released was personnel error. The Personnel involved had
forgotten that the monitor was out of service, therefore, did not
realize a redundant sample analysis was required.

As soon as the mistake was discovered, the IIPT took and analyzed a redundant
sample on the remaining gas in the GWD tank. The results of the second '

sample agreed with the results of the first sample (within T. S. 3.10
limits). Therefore, the health and safety of the public was not i

affected. |
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Description of Occurrence:

A Gaseous Waste Disposal (GWD) system is used to hold up radioactive waste
for decay and to release radioactive gaseous waste to the atmosphere under
controlled conditions. The releases are controlled by two radiation
monitors that will stop the release before T.S. 3.10 limits are exceeded.

On March 20, 1985, one of the radiation monitors was taken out of service.

Operation personnel notified Health Physics (H.P.) personnel of the
situation and that redundant samples on GWD tank releases were required.
This was listed on the status board in the H.P. Lab.

On March 28, 1985, a request to sample the gaseous waste fromGWD tank was
submitted to Health Physics by Operations. A sample was collected and
counted. A redundant sample was not taken at this time because Personnel
involved did not remember that one of the radiation monitors was out of
service. The results of the one sample were returned, but because of the
work load and the close proximity of the shif t turnover, the GWD tank
was not released at this time.

During the evening shift turnover, the sample results were turned over.
Later that shift, gaseous waste in the GWD tank was released. When the
release was terminated at 0120 hour on March 28, 1985, 5 psi pressure still
remained in the tank.

During the morning shift turnover, the question of how the redundant
sample was taken was brought up. At that time, it was determined that
the redundant sample had never been taken.

A decision to take a sample of the remaining gas in the GWD tank was made.
The results of this sample were compared to the results of the earlier
sample and were found to be similar and within the acceptance criteria to
release the tank.

Cause of Occurrence:

The cause of the incident is attributable to personnel error, in that
personnel involved did not remember that one of the radiation monitors
was out of service, therefore, did not remember that a redundant sample
was required.

Analysis of Occurrence:

On March 28, 1985 a sample was taken and counted from the GWD tank. The
results of this sample were used to calculate the estimated percentage of
the T.S. limit released to date. The amount released to date, including
this release,was 0.2497% gamma air dose 0.369% beta air dose and 0.0911%
infant thyroid dose. The sample could be released as long as the total amount
released to date did not exceed 100%. When the redundant sample was taken
on March 29, 1985 from the gas left in the GWD tank, the results agreed with
those from the previous sample. Therefore, the health and safety of the
public was not affected.
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Corrective Action:

The corrective action taken was to sample and analyze a redundant sample
on the gas remaining in the GWD tank after the release was terminated.
The personnel involved was also counseled about the error committed.

Future action is to rewrite the Gaseous Waste Sample Request to allow
a place for the results of two samples. The rewrite will also have a I

sign off for the determination of redundant sampleing requirements by
HP personnel.
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DUKE POWER GOMPANY
P.O. ItOx 33180

CHARLOTrE. N.C. 28242
HALH. TUCKER TELEPHONE

vica enemmany (704) 373-4331
April 29, 1985mm. mm-

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear-Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Oconee Nuclear Station, Units 1, 2 and 3
Docket Nos. 50-269, -270, -287

LER 269/85-04

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73 Sections (a) (1) and (d), attached is Licensee

Event Report 269/85-04 concerning the release of the Gaseous Waste
Disposal Tank without a redundant sample analysis. This report is
submitted in accordance with 550.73(a)(2)(1)(B). This event was
considered to be of no significance with respect to the health and safety
of the public.

Very truly yours,

d. /
Hal B. Tucker

S/.,G : sib

Attachment

cc: Dr. J. Nelson Grace, Regional Administrator Mr. J. C. Bryant
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission NRC Senior Resident inspector

Region II Oconee Nuclear Station
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 2900

Atlanta, Georgia 30323 M&M Nucicar Consultants
1221 Avenue of the Americas

Ms. Helen Nicolaras New York, New York 10020
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

American Nuclear Insurers
c/o Dottie Sherman, ANI Library
The Exchange, Suite 245
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT 06032

INPO Records Center
Suite 1500
1100 Circle 75 Parkway #
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

4h


