[? MISSISSIPPI POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

Helping Build Miszissippi
P. 0. BOX 1640, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39215-1640

April 22, 1985

NUCLEAR LICENSING & SAFETY DEPARTMENT

U, S. Nuciear Regulatory Commission
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Washington, D, C. 20555

Attention: Mr. Harold R, Denton, Director
Dear Mr. Denton:

SUBJECT: Grand Gulf Nuclear Station

Unit 1

Docket No. 50-416

License No. NPF-29

File: 0290/1L-860.0

Elimination of Testing of Automatic
Load Following Mode from GGNS
Startup Test Program

AECM-85/0131

This letter is submitted for information purposes to notify the NRC Staff
of MP&L's intention to eliminate the startup testing activities previously
planned for the automatic load following mode of operation. As discussed wilh
members of the NRC staff on April 16, 1985, MP&L considers the startup tests
that involve automatic load following testing to be unnecessary since GGNS will
not be operating in this mode. The elimination of the applicable portions of
the GGNS startup tests (Test Nos. 22 and 29) has been evaluated by General
Electric. GCeneral Electric has classified this testing to be nonessential,
consistent with the criteria provided in NRC Question 423.22. MP&L concurs in
this determination. To prevent operation in the automatic load following mode,
MP&L will disable this feature on GGNS.

Due to the classification of this testing as nonessential, its elimination
is not a major modification to the startup test program as defined in operating
license condition 2.C(31). The Plant Safety Review Committee has reviewed and
concurred with the testing classification and that automatic load following
will not be used at GCGNS.

Please advise 1f you require any additional information on this matter.
Yours truly,
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DDR ADOCK 05000416 y/ .

L. F. Dale
Director

SAB/JGC:rw

cc: (See Next Page)
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J. B, Richard

0. D. Kingsley, Jr.
R. B. McGehee

N. S. Reynolds

G. B. Taylor

James M. Tavlor, Director

Office of Inspection & Enforcement
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Pr.

J. Nelson Grace, Regional Administrator

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II

101 Marietta St., N. W., Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323
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