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REPORTED CONDITION

On September 1, 1992, with the reactor shut down for refueling (Orerational Condition 5),
abriormal traces on the primary and sceondary 150 foot wind direction analog chart recorders
were observed during a routine surveillance. These quare comer *races were indicative of
failure of both primary and secondary channe!l wind direction sensors at the 150 foot location.
Note that the primarv channel instrumernitation bad been previously rendered inoperable. On
October 28, 1992, associated maintenance was completed and the meteorological tower was
returned to service. Therefore, this report is submitted pursuant to Technical Specifications
3.3.7.3 and 6.9.2.

INVESTIGATION

The meteorological wwer at River Bend Station is a 150 fooi open la ticed tower located
approximately 2800 feet west of the reactor building. Meteorological instrumentation on the
tower is located at elevations of 30 feet and 15C feet, and was supplied by Teledyne-Geotech.

The secondary channel failure was investigated under MWO R153300. Note that the nrevious
failure of the primary channel was attributed to an aged and weathered cable. 'With no obvious
damage present, and secondary sensor chart recordings sirilar to those of the primary sensor
chart recording, the failure of the secondary sersor was caused by an aged ard weathered cable.
This natural aging/weathering process may have been aggravated by hurricane Andrew, which
passed within 25 miles of River Bend Station, Hurricane Andrew's winds of up to 84 miles per
hour were rooorded at the meteorological tower.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Maintenance Work Order (MWO) R!53300 provided for the replacement of some damaged
structural cross-arms ano all insttumentation ot the meteorological tower, which consists of
primary and secondary wind speed sensors at the 30 foot and 150 foot locations, and primary
and secondary wind direction sensors at the 30 foot and 150 foot locations. In addition, all
cables running between these instruments and the boom carriage junction boxes were replaced
under MWO R153300. Su+veil'ance procedures have been performed and the meteorological
tower has been retumed to service.



