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To: R.A. Karam
From: B. Copeutt k <. 7 'N 'Subjects contamination in rm 128, Cherry Emerson Bldg.

The monthly research lab suveys were carried out in the CherryEmerson Building (Biology Dept.) on Friday July 27th. The surveyof room 128 revealed P-32 contamination at several spots on the
floor, on the controls of a centrifuge, and in the sink drain (seeattached survey map) . An individual working in the room waschecked for contamination and had very low levels of P-32

shoes (werejustdiscernable from background) on her shoes. The
decontaminated by radiation safety staff and returned to her.
Other personnel who work in the area were checked for contaminationand none was detected. Also observed were unlabelled radioactivewaste containers and accumulation of waste causing high ambientdose rates.

1 Room 128 is used jointly by research staff under Dr. J. ChoiP' and Dr. Dwight Hall. I spoke to both individuals on Friday andpointed out our survey findings. At that ti.me I asked that workbe discontinued and the room was posted as a " Contaminated Area"
and locked for the weekend with rad. tape over the door.

On Monday Rodney Bauman and myself performed a completedecontamination of the room. Floors counters and equipment were
cleaned, radiation work areas were se, tup with spill pads and clear
radiation markings, rad. waste storage areas were setup and all
accumulated waste was removed and new containers supplied. Also,the requirement to " Frisk Upon Exit" was posted at the roomdoorway.

Tuesday, a meeting was held in room 128 attended by myself,
Rodney Bauman. , Drs. Choi and Hall and six graduate student workers
who use the area (signcture sheet attached). I reviewed theproblems found in the lab and gave instruction in methods of
contamination control, regulatory requirements, monitoring methods,etc. Drs. Choi and Hall outlined new procedures for keeping the
room organized and clean and controlling waste accumulation.
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There is no evidence that skin contamination or ingestion ofradioactive materials occured. Urine samples from lab workers were

collected on 7/31 - 8/2/90 and, when counted by liquid
- scintillation,

+/- 2 sta.-dard deviations).showed no counts outside of background range (i.e.

Within the next two weeks I will make an unannouncedinspection of the lab to confirm that good work proceduresbeing continued. I will inform you if any further problems areare
found in this area.
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